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14 – 20 March 2025 

Child Protection 
 
Regulation of child contact centres 
 
The Minister for Victims and Community Safety has written to the 
Scottish Parliament’s Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice 
Committee outlining the implementation of provisions in the Children 
(Scotland) Act 2020, including confirmation that secondary legislation 
will be laid in summer 2025 to add child contact services to the list of 
care services that the Care Inspectorate regulates under the Public 
Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010. Once the secondary legislation is 
in force, this will start a lead-in period of up to 18 months during which 
time the Care Inspectorate will carry out a range of preparatory work, 
including recruitment, training, engaging with child contact services, and 
developing a Quality Framework. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/committees/current-and-previous-committees/session-6-equalities-human-rights-and-civil-justice-committee/correspondence/2025/non-implementation-of-acts-of-the-scottish-parliament-children-scotland-act-2020-11-march-2025
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Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Annual cost of childcare survey 
 
The National Day Nurseries Association (NDNA) has reported on the publication of 
the Coram Childcare Survey 2025, noting that reportedly the cost of childcare is 
increasing in Wales and Scotland but halved in England. Childcare costs for part-
time nursery places for under-twos and two year olds have reportedly risen by 7% in 
Scotland, and the average full-time place in a nursery for a three- and four-year-old 
costs £105.88 per week, if they are receiving 30 hours of funded childcare and 
paying for 20 hours, a 3.7% increase on last year. Availability of the universal 1,140 
hour entitlement for three and four year olds, and the targeted 1,140 hour entitlement 
for two year olds, are both “relatively high” with 78% of LAs reporting enough places 
for at least three quarters of children. 
 
Equalities 
 
Children’s rights skills and knowledge framework 
 
The Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights (together) has launched a Children's 
Rights Skills and Knowledge Framework, which aims to provide access to resources 
and training on children’s rights and on taking a children’s human rights 
approach. Developed  in partnership by Together, JRS Knowhow, JustRight 
Scotland, Children’s Parliament and The Observatory on Human Rights of Children 
in Wales, the framework is for the Scottish public authority workforce, including those 
undertaking public functions, but it can be used to support all workers in Scotland 
with responsibilities for upholding children’s rights. The Training Plan which 
accompanies the Framework, will reportedly help those staff in public authorities 
responsible for developing and delivering training, to plan and deliver appropriate 
training for staff members on children’s rights and taking a children’s human rights 
approach.  
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Restraint and Seclusion in Schools (Scotland) Bill 
 
The Restraint and Seclusion in Schools (Scotland) Bill has been introduced on 17 
March 2025, and aims to minimise the use of restraint and seclusion of children and 
young people in schools. The guidance and duties in the Bill will apply to public and 
independently funded schools but would not apply to nursery schools.  
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Parliamentary committee to investigate financial cost of public inquiries 
 
The Scottish Parliament’s Finance Committee will reportedly launch an inquiry into 
the cost effectiveness of public inquiries in Scotland, following concerns over the 
amount spent on four current inquiries including the Covid inquiry and child abuse 
inquiry. The announcement follows an investigation by BBC Scotland last year, 

https://ndna.org.uk/news/coram-report-cost-of-childcare-increasing-in-wales-and-scotland-but-halved-in-england/
https://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2025/03/now-launched-childrens-rights-skills-and-knowledge-framework/
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/restraint-and-seclusion-in-schools-scotland-bill
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2x1l15kevo
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during which public bodies were asked about the costs related to preparing and 
giving evidence to public inquiries. 
 
Other 
 
Care Inspectorate polls on social media platforms  
 
The Care Inspectorate is looking for views on our very short polls on which social 
media platforms you use and which Care Inspectorate platforms you get your 
information from.  
 
 
 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/8034-care-inspectorate-polls
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/8034-care-inspectorate-polls
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

