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Child Poverty 
 
First annual report for child poverty delivery plan 
 
The first annual report recording progress for the Tackling Child Poverty 
Delivery Plan has been published by the Scottish Government. The 
Delivery Plan sets out actions being taken between 2018 and 2022 to 
deliver progress against the ambition to eradicate child poverty in 
Scotland. Alongside the progress report, the Scottish Government has 
published an evaluation strategy, the poverty measurement framework 
and a breakdown covering minority ethnic groups.  
 
New benefit to tackle child poverty announced by Scottish Government 
 
A new benefit to tackle child poverty has been announced by the 
Scottish Government. The Scottish Child Payment benefit will provide 
eligible families with £10 a week for every child under 16, with 
introduction for under sixes starting by early 2021. The Government 
expects it will raise 30,000 children out of relative poverty by 2024.  A 
factsheet has been published to accompany the introduction of the new 
benefit.   
 
Child Protection 
 
Joint inspection report on services for vulnerable children in Edinburgh 
 
A joint inspection report of services for children and young people in 
need of care and protection in Edinburgh has been published by the 
Care Inspectorate. Joint working by a range of services across the  
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/tackling-child-poverty-delivery-plan-first-year-progress-report-2018-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/child-poverty-evaluation-strategy-annex-tackling-child-poverty-delivery-plan-first-year-progress-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/child-poverty-measurement-framework-annex-b-tackling-child-poverty-delivery-plan-first-year-progress-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/child-poverty-minority-ethnic-families-annex-c-tackling-child-poverty-delivery-plan-first-year-progress-report/
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-gbp-10-benefit-targets-child-poverty/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-child-payment-factsheet/
http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5126-joint-inspection-of-services-for-children-and-young-people-in-need-of-care-and-protection-in-edinburgh
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Edinburgh community planning partnership was explored and inspectors found the 
partnership was recognising and responding well when children and young people 
are at immediate risk of significant harm. In addition, more children are now being 
looked after in the community as a result of planned initiatives to strengthen kinship 
care and keep children at home. The report recommends that information gathered 
through consultation with and feedback from children is fully utilised.   
 
Call for UK Government to end detention of under 18s for immigration purposes 
 
The UK Government should end detention of under 18s for immigration purposes, 
according to the Children and Young People’s Commissioner for Scotland (CYPCS). 
Together with the Children’s Commissioner for England, the CYPCS has written to 
the Home Secretary Sajid Javid, responding to concerns that children are still being 

detained in Scotland at Dungavel immigration centre.  
 
Early Years and Childcare 
 
Government responds to recommendations to improve gender equality 
 
The Scottish Government has published its response to the First Minister’s National 
Advisory Council on Women and Girls, set up by Nicola Sturgeon to make 
recommendations on the action needed to realise gender equality. The document 
highlights the key recommendations made and outlines how the Scottish 
Government will work to deliver them. Plans for the establishment of a Commission 
on Gender Equality in Education and Learning, including early years, are outlined, as 
is the Care Inspectorate’s work with Zero Tolerance on a new resource to promote 
gender equal play in early learning. The Government has accepted the ambition 
behind a recommendation to provide 50 hours per week of funded, good quality and 
flexible education and childcare for all children between six months and five years. 
 
New charter to support boys affected by abuse 
 
An international charity has launched a new charter to support boys affected by 
sexual violence, as reported by Nursery World. Family for Every Child has urged 
nurseries and other early years settings to sign up to the United for Boys charter 
which includes six evidence-based principles to support boys. These include raising 
awareness, ensuring support services are inclusive, advocating for changes in the 
law and challenging gender norms. Signatory organisations will also have access to 
tailored support and guidance. 
 
We want to hear how practitioners are helping children to learn in an active way 
 
The Care Inspectorate is developing a new resource with the Scottish Government 
to inspire and motivate those working with children to increase the opportunities for 
children to learn and play in an active way. We know that practitioners and providers 
have developed many innovative ways that help children to be active both indoors 
and outdoors throughout the whole day and develop positive relationships with 
physical activity. We'd like to hear about these examples so that we can include 

https://www.cypcs.org.uk/news/in-the-news/commissioner-urges-uk-government-to-end-immigration-detention-of-children
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/publication/2019/06/scottish-governments-response-national-advisory-council-women-girls/documents/scottish-governments-response-first-ministers-national-advisory-council-women-girls/scottish-governments-response-first-ministers-national-advisory-council-women-girls/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-governments-response-first-ministers-national-advisory-council-women-girls.pdf
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168057/nurseries-urged-to-support-boys-affected-by-abuse
http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5128-blog-we-want-to-hear-about-how-practitioners-are-helping-children-to-learn-and-play-in-an-active-way
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them in the new resource. By celebrating and sharing good practice, this new 
resource aims to encourage and inspire people working with young children to 
provide a wide variety of opportunities to learn and play in an active way both 
indoors and outdoors from the earliest age.  
 
Funding for out of school care announced 
 
Community-based out of school care has received a £3m funding boost through the 
Scottish Government’s new Access to Childcare Fund. Communities Secretary 
Aileen Campbell announced the investment as part of wider work to provide equal 
opportunities for children to benefit from play-based experiences. The fund will 
establish new projects across Scotland to assess the impact of flexible and 
affordable out-of-school care for low income families. It will run over a two-year 
period starting in April 2020.  
 
Research underpinning proposed Ofsted framework published (England) 
 
The research evidence underpinning Ofsted’s proposed education inspection 
framework has been published. The paper summarises exactly what evidence on 
effective practice in schools and early years provision underpins the inspection 
framework criteria.  
 
Nursery staff retention problems highlighted by new research (England) 
 
The National Day Nurseries Association has published its latest workforce survey for 
England, which highlights an above-average staff turnover rate and raises concerns 
that retail jobs are more attractive for staff leaving the sector. More nurseries said 
they were finding it harder to recruit qualified staff than previously as salaries, better 
hours and a loss of passion were given as the main drivers for practitioners leaving 
the sector.  
 
Health  
 
Royal College sets out prevention vision for child health  
 
A report setting out priorities for prevention in child health has been published by the 
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH). Key recommendations 
include funding for breastfeeding support services, research to improve vaccination 
uptake and guidelines for free sugar content of infant foods.  
 
Justice 
 
Scottish Government publishes restorative justice action plan 
 
An action plan for restorative justice has been published by the Scottish 
Government. The plan sets out a number of actions and outcomes, and a timeline by 
which these will be delivered, to help achieve the commitment to have restorative 
justice available across Scotland by 2023. The Scottish Government has also 
announced £300,000 of new investment to support the plan. 

https://news.gov.scot/news/new-fund-for-after-school-and-holiday-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework-overview-of-research
https://www.ndna.org.uk/NDNA/News/Press_releases/2019/Nursery_crisis_Stacking_shelves_more_appealing_than_educating_children.aspx
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/rcpch-prevention-vision-child-health#our-vision-for-child-health-prevention-and-early-intervention
https://www.gov.scot/publications/restorative-justice-action-plan/
https://news.gov.scot/news/ensuring-high-quality-restorative-justice
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Young people with bail or remand experience sought for research 
 
The Centre for Youth and Criminal Justice (CYCJ) has begun research on the use of 
bail and remand for young people in Scotland to understand how the experience of 
the criminal justice system affects them and their families. They are asking anyone 
aged under 18 with experience of bail or remand in the last two years to share their 
stories about decisions made about them and support they received. 
 
CYCJ publishes report on substance misuse and young people 
 
The CYCJ has also published a report summarising the output of a pilot practitioner 
research placement on substance misuse and young people. The report, instigated 
in partnership with Includem, aims to gather young people’s views to help 
understand perspectives on the relationship between substances and offending. 
 
New ‘preventing offending’ youth justice strategy resources 
 
The CYCJ has shared resources produced by the Developing Capacity and 
Improvement Implementation Group as part of the Scottish Government’s Youth 
Justice strategy Preventing offending: Getting it right for children and young people: 

• Preventing offending: improving outcomes for children and young people 

• Preventing offending: Improving our approach to workforce development 
 
CYCJ paper draws together evidence on bullying and offending 
 
A paper drawing together evidence from a rapid review of the literature in relation to 
bullying and offending has been published by the CYCJ. Written by CYCJ’s 
Research Lead Nina Vaswani, the paper presents evidence on bullies, victims and 
bully-victims, to support practitioners in their understanding.  
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
New quality framework for children’s care homes and school care accommodation 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published a new quality framework for care homes for 
children and young people and school care accommodation. The changes, part of 
the Care Inspectorate’s revised methodology for inspections of all care and support 
services, build on the emphasis on experiences and outcomes, proportionate 
approaches in services that perform well, shorter inspection reports and a focus on 
supporting improvement.  
 
State of foster care in Scotland highlighted in new report 
 
The Fostering Network has published its State of Scotland’s Foster Care report, 
following a survey of 500 foster carers across the country. The findings suggest 60% 
of foster carers believe the allowance given to spend on a fostered child does not 
meet the full costs, over a quarter do not feel able to make day-to-day decisions 
about children in their care and 63% feel they are treated as an equal and valued 

https://www.cycj.org.uk/news/bail-and-remand-can-you-help/
https://www.cycj.org.uk/resource/substance-misuse-and-young-people-in-scotland/
https://www.cycj.org.uk/resource/preventing-offending-improving-outcomes-for-children-and-young-people/
https://www.cycj.org.uk/resource/preventing-offending-improving-outcomes-for-children-and-young-people/
https://www.cycj.org.uk/resource/preventing-offending-improving-our-approach-to-workforce-development/
https://www.cycj.org.uk/news/bullying-behaviours-adverse-experiences-for-all-involved/
http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5123-new-quality-framework-for-care-homes-for-children-and-young-people-and-school-care-accommodation
https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/news/2019/urgent-action-required-foster-care-in-scotland-charity-warns
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member of the team by their fostered child’s social workers. The charity has called 
for a number of actions by the Scottish Government, including a minimum 
recommended fostering allowance, finalised guidance on decision making for foster 
carers and a review of the learning and development standard for foster care to 
ensure it covers accredited and standardised pre- and post-approval training.  
 
First reports from long-term study into the looked after experience 
 
Phase one reports have been published as part of a longitudinal study to investigate 
decision making, permanence, progress, outcomes and belonging. The study, 
carried out by a team comprised of representatives from the Universities 
of Stirling, York, and Lancaster in collaboration with Adoption and Fostering Alliance 
Scotland, analysed the experiences of 1,836 children who became ‘looked after’ at 
home, or were placed away from their birth parents when they were aged five and 
under in 2012-2013. The plan is to track progress into adolescence and beyond. 
 
Findings from national survey of care experienced college and university students 
 
The findings of Scotland’s first nationwide survey of care experienced students have 
been published by the Centre for Excellence for Children’s Care and Protection 
(CELCIS). The survey, carried out on behalf of the Scottish Funding Council, was 
designed to gain understanding of the factors that can be a barrier to, or can enable, 
care experienced students going to college and university. The views of over 500 
students were gathered to shape recommendations to strengthen existing provision 
and make improvements in areas such as accommodation and support.   
 
Mental Health 
 
SAMH urges Scottish Government to deliver on CAMHS recommendations 
 
The Scottish Government has been urged to deliver all the recommendations in last 
year’s Audit of Rejected Referrals to Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 
(CAMHS). The Scottish Association for Mental Health (SAMH) said there is an 
“urgent” need for action, such as writing to all health boards and Integrated Joint 
Boards requiring them to immediately implement the sixteen recommendations for 
which they have responsibility.  
 
Figures show number of suicides increased in 2018 
 
The number of suicides in Scotland increased last year, according to new figures 
published by ISD Scotland. There were 784 probable suicides registered in Scotland 
in 2018, an increase from 680 in 2017. 
 
Other 
 
Care Inspectorate and HIS report on self-directed support 
 
More needs to be done to fully implement self-directed support and realise its 
potential in supporting the transformation of social care delivery in Scotland. That is 

https://www.stir.ac.uk/about/faculties/social-sciences/our-research/research-areas/centre-for-child-wellbeing-and-protection/research/permanently-progressing/#panel66517-2
https://www.celcis.org/news/news-pages/research-published-survey-care-experienced-students/
https://www.samh.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blogs/thousands-of-young-people-in-scotland-continue-to-be-rejected-from-mental-h
https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Public-Health/Publications/2019-06-26/2019-06-26-Suicide-Summary.pdf
http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5138-self-directed-support
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the main finding of a report on self-directed support produced by the Care 
Inspectorate in partnership with Healthcare Improvement Scotland. Inspectors 
considered the delivery of self-directed support in six health and social care 
partnerships across Scotland and noted: “We found there has been much progress 
in the implementation of self-directed support, with some partnerships demonstrating 
significant change in the delivery of social care under this agenda. Where self-
directed support was well-implemented it offered a degree of flexibility, choice and 
control for people that was previously unavailable. Yet more needs to be done to 
fully implement self-directed support and realise its potential in supporting the 
transformation of social care delivery in Scotland.”  
 
SPICe briefing on spending and performance within integration authorities 
 
A research briefing on spending and performance within health and social care 
integration authorities has been published by the Scottish Parliament Information 
Centre (SPICe). In 2018-19, the savings target set at the start of the year across all 
integration authorities totalled £215m. By Q3, forecasted savings were £149m, with 
some savings yet to be identified. Issues identified in the briefing regarding 
integration authority budget processes include delays in agreement, lack of 
transparency, relationship issues, and inability to make medium or long-term plans. 
 
MSPs to investigate how public funding supports equalities and human rights 
 
The Scottish Parliament’s Equalities and Human Rights Committee is asking for 
views on how public sector funding to third sector organisations is helping deliver 
national equalities and human rights priorities. The Committee is seeking responses 
to a range of questions on how individuals and protected groups access their rights, 
funding challenges for the third sector and accountability of public bodies partnering 
with the third sector in achieving better outcomes for certain groups. The Committee 
will hold oral evidence sessions in the autumn and report on its findings thereafter.  
 
SSSC launches survey on keeping secure online 
 
A survey on keeping secure online has been launched by the Scottish Social 
Services Council (SSSC). The SSSC is looking for social service staff to respond to 
the survey by 1 August.  
  

https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2019/6/26/Health-and-social-care-integration--spending-and-performance-update
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/112216.aspx
https://www.sssc.uk.com/knowledgebase/article/KA-02713/en-us
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 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/type/news
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

