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Child Protection 
 
Most children agree tech firms should ensure online safety, survey finds 
 
The NSPCC has published survey results suggesting nine out of ten 
children agree tech firms have a legal responsibility to keep them safe. 
The results came on the same day the charity handed its ‘Wild West 
Web’ petition to 10 Downing Street. The petition calls for the 
establishment of an independent regulator to force tech firms to keep 
children safe on their platforms. 
 
Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Organisations to receive funding boost for summer holiday support 
 
The Scottish Government has announced which organisations will 
benefit from funding for activities and support for children from low 
income families during the summer holidays. Charities and local 
authority-led initiatives across Scotland will receive a share of £350,000 
of funding for childcare, activities, nutritious food and support for 
families in both urban and rural areas.  
 
Bertram acquires Enchanted Forest nursery group 
 
Bertram Nurseries has acquired the Enchanted Forest group, which 
operates in and around Glasgow, Nursery World reports. Enchanted 
Forest was set up by the Devlins in 2006 in Erskine. The other nurseries 
are in Thornliebank, Greenock, Inverkip and Robroyston.  
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-we-do/news-opinion/9-in-10-children-back-new-online-safety-laws/
https://www.gov.scot/news/school-holiday-meals-for-children/
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168073/bertram-nurseries-expands-in-scotland
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Survey to inform project exploring lack of men working in early years 
 
A survey is to be launched by researchers as part of a study on the recruitment, 
support and retention of men working in the early years, Nursery World reports. The 
GenderEYE project, run by Lancaster University in partnership with the Fatherhood 
Institute and part-funded by the Economic and Social Research Council, is aiming to 
find out why relatively few men train to work in the early years, what would attract 
them to the career and how to keep them in the workforce. The survey will be open 
until 30 September.  
 
Impact of cost of childcare during holidays highlighted by charity (England) 
 
Research on the high cost of childcare during the summer holidays amid concerns it 
could push many families into debt has been published by Save the Children. 
According to the charity, a parent with a three and four-year-old who usually receives 
30 hours of funded childcare, could face an increase of between £530 to £832 on 
their childcare costs during the summer holidays, depending on where they live.  
 
Funding needed to ensure all families access free childcare, say MPs (England) 
 
MPs have raised concerns about the future of funded early years and childcare in 
England, suggesting private and independent providers could face severe financial 
strain unless funding is increased. The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on 
Childcare and Early Education said funded childcare might become available only in 
more affluent areas, after hearing evidence of a potential reduction in nursery places 
in deprived areas. In its report, the APPG said many childcare providers are 
struggling to achieve and maintain financial sustainability, while vulnerable families 
are unable to access the 30 hours funded childcare scheme. 
 
Health  
 
Chair of Drugs Death Taskforce appointed 
 
Professor Catriona Matheson has been appointed as the Chair of the new Drugs 
Death Taskforce, the Scottish Government has announced. The Taskforce aims to 
tackle the rising number of drug deaths in Scotland, examine the main causes of 
drug deaths, promote action to improve the health outcomes for people who use 
drugs, and advise on further changes in practice or law, which could help save lives. 
 
New standards for weight management published 
 
NHS Health Scotland has published new standards for tier 2 and 3 weight 
management services for children, young people and adults to improve the quality of 
support provided to help people achieve and maintain a healthy weight. The 
standards aim to ensure a more consistent and evidence-based approach to the 
treatment of overweight and obesity across Scotland and cover how services are 
designed, how people are referred and assessed, and the support then provided to 
them by skilled and fully-trained staff. NHS Health Scotland said the standards 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168093/survey-to-look-at-why-so-few-men-work-in-childcare
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168077/soaring-holiday-childcare-costs-pushing-parents-into-debt-warns-charity
https://connectpa.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Steps-to-sustainability-report.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/chair-of-new-drug-deaths-taskforce-appointed/
http://www.healthscotland.scot/news/2019/july/delivering-a-new-standard-of-weight-management-service-for-everyone-across-scotland
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should be used in conjunction with population-wide interventions to change the 
environment and reduce inequalities. 
 
Justice 
 
CYCJ and CELCIS backed youth justice initiative launched at UN 
 
An initiative highlighting the realities of justice for children across the world has been 
launched at the UN in Geneva. Supported by the Centre for Youth & Criminal Justice 
(CYCJ) and the Centre for excellence for Children’s Care and Protection (CELCIS), 
Justice for Children: Call to Action is a multi-agency project designed to help achieve 
UN Sustainable Development Goal 16, which seeks to “Promote peaceful and 
inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and 
build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels”. 
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Call for Scotland to support Independent Care Review 
 
A call for Scotland to support the aims and work of the Independent Care Review 
has been made by its Chair Fiona Duncan. Writing as part of Children in Scotland’s 
#25Calls campaign, Ms Duncan highlights the review’s work over the past 18 months 
and sets out its 12 Intentions that were developed following the Discovery stage.  
 
Concerns raised over ethics of Dundee support programme 
 
A number of health specialists have raised concerns about a Dundee project offering 
support for women whose children have been in care, conditional on their use of 
long-acting contraception. Writing to The Herald, academics and health experts 
suggest the Pause Programme, by restricting access to support based on use of 
contraception, is “ethically concerning” and “seems at odds with the current focus on 
human rights across Scottish Government strategies on substance use, mental 
health, and social security”.  
 
Record number of children’s homes closed after Ofsted inspections (England) 
 
Ofsted issued its highest number of enforced closures in 2018, closing down 12 
residential children’s homes in England following concerns about the quality of care, 
the BBC reports. A further 25 homes de-registered after receiving warning notices 
about breaches of regulations. Ofsted has not given details of the homes which have 
closed but confirmed most of them were part of two chains of providers.  
 
Mental Health 
 
Children and Young People’s Mental Health Task Force issues recommendations 
 
The Children and Young People’s Mental Health Task Force has published its 
recommendations to the Scottish Government and COSLA. Chaired by Dr Dame 
Denise Coia, the Task Force warns of increasing demand for Child and Adolescent 

https://childhub.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/justice_for_children_brochure_english.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=37714
https://childreninscotland.org.uk/call-7-support-the-aims-and-work-of-the-care-review-making-changes-to-improve-care-now-and-in-the-future/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/opinion/17748307.letters-wrong-offer-vulnerable-women-help-contingent-agreeing-reproductive-control/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-48841288
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/publication/2019/07/children-young-peoples-mental-health-task-force-recommendations/documents/children-young-peoples-mental-health-task-force-recommendations/children-young-peoples-mental-health-task-force-recommendations/govscot%3Adocument/children-young-peoples-mental-health-task-force-recommendations.pdf
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Mental Health Services (CAMHS) and recommends increased support for the 
service. The Task Force also recommends implementing long-term, formal and 
strategic parentships between the Government and COSLA to drive reform and a 
greater recognition of the role of the third sector. 
 
Workforce 
 
Supply and demand in social work sector explored in new report 
 
The Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) has published its Demand for Social 
Workers report, examining data on the supply and demand for social workers in 
Scotland. The study found the number of people graduating from qualifying social 
work courses has fallen every year between 2013 and 2018. Within two years of 
graduation, seven out of eight graduates registered with the SSSC as newly qualified 
social workers (NQSWs) and six years after graduation three quarters were still 
registered. Vacancy rates for practising social workers were described as “not 
historically high” but were nearly double the average for the Scottish economy.  
 
SSSC seeking positive career stories to share on new website 
 
The Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) is looking for positive stories about 
social services careers as it prepares to launch a new website. The website will 
showcase career stories from a range of professionals to help people understand 
how to get ready for a career and show the different pathways people take to gain 
qualifications. Stories can be shared using the #lifechangingwork hashtag.  
 
Access to free representation in Fife for SSSC registered workers 
 
Registered workers in Fife whose fitness to practise is under investigation with the 
Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) can now seek free legal advice and 
representation from Fife Law Centre. The link is designed to provide workers with a 
new source of representation and make the process more accessible. 
 
SASW disappointed by failure to extend parking levy exemption to social workers 
 
The Scottish Association of Social Workers (SASW) has expressed disappointment 
that the proposed workplace parking levy exemption will not be extended to social 
workers. SASW had given evidence on the Transport (Scotland) Bill stressing the 
importance of car use within the profession and called for an exemption from paying 
the new workforce levy.  
 
New course to help social services workers learn about digital learning design 
 
A new Certificate in Digital Learning Design has been developed by the Scottish 
Social Services Council (SSSC) in partnership with the University of the West of 
Scotland. The course is designed to help people in the social service and other 
sectors become more knowledgeable and confident in digital learning design. 
 
  

https://www.sssc.uk.com/knowledgebase/article/KA-02714/en-us
http://ssscnews.uk.com/2019/07/03/careers-social-services/
https://www.sssc.uk.com/knowledgebase/article/KA-02722/en-us
https://www.basw.co.uk/media/news/2019/jul/sasw-disappointed-failure-extend-workplace-parking-levy-exemption-social-workers
http://ssscnews.uk.com/2019/07/01/digital-learning-design-2/
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Study to explore whether free tea and coffee can reduce sickness rates (England) 
 
A study exploring whether access to free tea and coffee reduces social worker 
sickness rates has been launched by the What Works Centre for Children’s Social 
Care. The Happier, Healthier Professionals research programme aims to understand 
how local authorities might address rates of employee absence and turnover by 
introducing interventions designed to alleviate stress and increase wellbeing. In a 
new pilot, the Centre will test whether providing social workers with access to “free, 
high-quality tea and coffee” in the office increases wellbeing or reduces rates of 
sickness absence by increasing a sense of appreciation or recognition.  
 
Other 
 
Initial findings from GUS study into the lives of 12 year olds 
 
The initial findings from a Growing Up in Scotland (GUS) study into the lives of 12 
year olds have been published by the Scottish Government. Life at age 12 uses data 
collected from Birth Cohort 1 of the GUS study, which is a longitudinal research 
project aimed at tracking the lives of Scottish children from birth, through their 
childhood, into adolescence and beyond. The study is funded by the Scottish 
Government and carried out by ScotCen Social Research.  
 
Scottish Young Carers Festival (29 July - 2 August) 
 
The Scottish Young Carers Festival 2019 will take place in Fife from 29 July until 2 

August. Carers Trust Scotland runs the annual event with the Scottish Young Carers 
Service Alliance, with funding from the Scottish Government. The Festival provides 
respite to young carers and allows them to share their experiences through a 
consultation space and speak with key influencers, including Scottish Government 
Ministers and MSPs. Ahead of the event, a survey on young carer support and the 
implementation of the Carers (Scotland) Act has been launched.  
 
Consultation events on UNCRC incorporation 
 
Two consultation events will be hosted by Together and the ALLIANCE in July, to 
discuss the incorporation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC) in Scots Law. A Scottish Government official will attend both events to give 
an overview of the consultation and Juliet Harris, Director of Together, will provide 
input on the work of the independent Incorporation Advisory Group which recently 
published a draft Bill for incorporation. The events will take place in Glasgow on 8 
July and Edinburgh on 11 July.  
 
Members sought for Social Security Experience Panels 
 
Applications are now open for people who wish to take part in shaping Scotland’s 
new social security system. The Scottish Government has encouraged people with 
lived experience of the current system to apply to become members of the Social 
Security Experience Panels. People from ethnic minority backgrounds, those living 

https://whatworks-csc.org.uk/research-project/happier-healthier-professionals-social-worker-recognition-coffee/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2019/07/life-age-12-initial-findings-growing-up-scotland-study/documents/life-age-12-initial-findings-growing-up-scotland-study/life-age-12-initial-findings-growing-up-scotland-study/govscot%3Adocument/life-age-12-initial-findings-growing-up-scotland-study.pdf
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/scottish-young-carers-festival-2019/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YoungCarerSupportinScotland
https://togetherscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2019/06/together-and-the-alliance-to-host-consultation-events-on-uncrc-incorporation/
https://news.gov.scot/news/creating-a-fairer-social-security-system
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in rural communities and people under 25 are being particularly encouraged to apply 
to make the panels as representative as possible.  
 
Ofsted publishes report on children’s social care (England) 
 
Ofsted has published a report on the quality of children’s social care in England. 
Children's Social Care in England 2019 confirms that 46% of departments were 
rated as ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’, a 10% improvement on 17 months earlier. The 
proportion judged ‘inadequate’ has dropped from 22% to 13% over the same period. 
The analysis comes following the first full year under the new inspections of local 
authority children's services framework, which was introduced on 1 January 2018. 
 

 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 

 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 

 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
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by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
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It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childrens-social-care-data-in-england-2019/childrens-social-care-in-england-2019
http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/type/news
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

