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Child Protection 
 
Call for National Childhood Strategy after survey highlights children’s 
fears 
 
Action for Children has published research suggesting children, parents 
and grandparents are concerned that childhood is getting worse for 
younger generations. Over 5,000 children and adults were involved in 
the research, which saw all three generations agree that bullying is the 
biggest issue in preventing a good childhood, given some children have 
to deal with it online, as well as inside and outside of school. Ninety-one 
per cent of children said they were worried about “adult issues” 
including Brexit, poverty and homelessness. Action for Children has 
launched its new Choose Childhood campaign, calling for a cross-
government National Childhood Strategy for the UK to address some of 
the fears raised in the survey and ensure services are adequately 
funded to keep children safe from harm. 
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https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/news-and-blogs/press-releases/2019/july/childhood-in-crisis/
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/news-and-blogs/press-releases/2019/july/childhood-in-crisis/
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Disability 
 
Views of disabled people using SDS sought for study 
 
The Good Self-Directed Support Project is seeking the views of people with 
disabilities on self-directed support (SDS), the ALLIANCE has reported. The Project 
is a collaboration between the University of Stirling’s Department of Social Policy and 
Criminology, Disability Research on Independent Living and Learning, Glasgow 
Centre for Inclusive Living, and the National Lottery Community Fund. They are keen 
to hear how SDS is working for disabled people, how SDS could promote 
independent living and whether it could be improved. The Project’s main aims are to 
improve the way SDS works in order to support disabled people to be equal citizens 
who fully participate in their local community.  
 
International congress on intellectual and developmental disability comes to Glasgow 
 
Glasgow will host the World Congress of the International Association for the 
Scientific Study of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 2019, as highlighted by 
the Scottish Commission for Learning Disability. The event expects to welcome over 
1,200 participants, such as health and social workers, social care and educational 
practitioners, policy makers, family carers, academics and third sector organisations. 
The full programme for the event, which takes place from 6 to 9 August, has now 
been published.  
 
Early Years and Childcare 
 
Equality impact of ELC workforce expansion examined in new paper 
 
An Equalities Impact Assessment of the Scottish Government’s programme to 
expand and develop the early learning and childcare (ELC) workforce has been 
published. The document does not identify any direct or indirect unlawful 
discrimination in seeking to recruit up to 11,000 additional staff and diversify the 
workforce in doing so. It notes that there are a number of practice guidance 
resources, registration and qualification requirements that ensure ELC practitioners 
are considering equality and fair practice in their day to day work. The Assessment 
highlights work by the Care Inspectorate in this area, including the support resource 
on gender equal play in ELC settings and sharing of good practice on inclusion.  
 
Support for nurseries to go plastic-free 
 
A nursery owner from Hove has launched a free online resource where nurseries 
can share ideas and advice on how to use less plastic and operate more 
sustainability. Nursery World reports that Louise Lloyd-Evans created Sustainable 
Nurseries Against Plastic (SNAP) to prompt “ground level discussion” for early years 
professionals on how they can avoid using single use plastic such as shoe covers, 
glitter, wet wipes, nappy sacks, disposable nappies and balloons.  
 
 
 

https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/research-on-self-directed-support-the-good-self-directed-support-project/#expanded
http://www.iassidd2019.com/
http://www.iassidd2019.com/programme-2/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/publication/2019/07/equalities-impact-assessment-considering-barriers-employment-early-learning-childcare-sector/documents/equalities-impact-assessment-considering-barriers-employment-early-learning-childcare-sector/equalities-impact-assessment-considering-barriers-employment-early-learning-childcare-sector/govscot%3Adocument/equalities-impact-assessment-considering-barriers-employment-early-learning-childcare-sector.pdf
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168179/nursery-encourages-other-early-years-settings-to-go-plastic-free?utm_content=&utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2010.07.19&utm_source=Nursery%20World&utm_medium=adestra_email&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fnursery-world%2Fnews%2F1168179%2Fnursery-encourages-other-early-years-settings-to-go-plastic-free
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Feasibility study for home-visiting programme (England) 
 
The Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) has published a feasibility study to evaluate the 
need for a new early childhood intervention in England of a home-visiting programme 
for parents with very young children. The study sets out research on local priorities 
and existing services, and how these findings influence the design, implementation 
and evaluation plan that will be used in a future trial of this programme. 
 
Education 
 
New children’s laureate to champion the joy of reading 
 
Cressida Cowell has been named the new children’s laureate for 2019-2021. The 
author of How to Train Your Dragon has set out a new charter to advocate the right 
of every child to read for joy, access new books in schools and libraries and own 
their own book. Ms Cowell also called for all children to have the chance to be read 
aloud to, have some choice in what they read and be creative for at least 15 minutes 
a week. The children’s laureate award is managed by children’s reading charity 
BookTrust.  
 
Health  
 
Funding to support new standards for weight management 
 
The Scottish Government has announced additional funding to help health boards 
deliver new weight management standards for under 18s. NHS Health Scotland 
published the new standards last week which aim to ensure quality and equal access 
to weight management services across the country. The Scottish Government is 
providing extra funding as part of its ambition to halve childhood obesity by 2030 and 
significantly reduce diet-related health inequalities.  
 
Opening of new Sick Kids hospital delayed 
 
The opening of the new Royal Hospital for Children and Young People in Edinburgh 
has been delayed after problems with the building’s ventilation system. The hospital 
was due to open on 2 July but is now subject to indefinite delays following final 
inspections, which found national safety standards were not being met in the critical 
care wards. Health Secretary Jeane Freeman has directed NHS Lothian to act as 
quickly as possible to ensure all aspects of the hospital meet national standards 
before any patients are moved. Once opened, the new 233-bed hospital will form 
part of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh campus at Little France, providing care for 
children and young people to around 16 years of age. 
 
Children tracked with GPS in tobacco sale study 
 
A study which used GPS to track the movements of children and their exposure to 
tobacco sales has been published as part of the Growing Up in Scotland project. 
Nearly 700 young people and their parents agreed to be tracked for eight 
consecutive days, the BBC reports. Researchers then mapped their movements 

https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/14229
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168171/author-of-the-emily-brown-picture-books-cressida-cowell-named-new-children-s-laureate
https://www.gov.scot/news/additional-funding-for-diet-and-healthy-weight-services/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-east-fife-48873794
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-48907858
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against the location of all shops selling tobacco. The study found children living in 
deprived areas are exposed to significantly more tobacco sales than those in more 
affluent areas. Those from the most deprived areas encountered a shop selling 
cigarettes 149 times per week, compared to 23 times a week for children in wealthier 
neighbourhoods.  
 
Latest phase of primary care inquiry launched 
 
The Health and Sport Committee at the Scottish Parliament has launched the latest 
phase of its inquiry into the future of primary care. It follows a report on the views of 
public panels on how primary care should be designed and delivered for the next 
generation. The Committee is now seeking written evidence on three main areas: 

• What changes are needed to ensure that primary care is delivered in a way 
that focuses on the health and public health priorities of local communities? 

• What are the barriers to delivering a sustainable primary care system in both 
urban and rural areas? 

• How can the effectiveness of multi-disciplinary teams and GP cluster working 
be monitored and evaluated in terms of outcomes, prevention and health 
inequalities? 

 
The call for evidence is running from Wednesday 10 July to Wednesday 28 August. 
 
Justice 
 
Draft strategic commissioning framework out for consultation 
 
Community Justice Scotland has published a draft Strategic Commissioning 
Framework for consultation, according to the ALLIANCE. The Framework outlines a 
model for long term effectiveness in strategic commissioning and includes guidance 
to support partnerships to develop good practice. The documents also set out the 
roles, principles and practices aimed at supporting partners to work together to 
achieve the best possible outcomes for people and their families.  
 
Practical guidance on involving service users in justice services 
 
A new guide on service user involvement in community justice is available from the 
Centre for Youth & Criminal Justice and University of Strathclyde. Inclusive Justice: 
Co-producing Change aims to support professionals and service users in working 
together to design, develop and deliver criminal and community justice services. It 
follows a two year project commissioned by Community Justice Ayrshire and builds 
on learning from the process of establishing three service user involvement groups. 
The guide highlights the benefits of co-production in this field and features practical 
step-by-step guidance on supporting the involvement of service users. 
 
Care experienced children at risk of unnecessary criminalisation (England and 
Wales) 
 
The Howard League for Penal Reform has revealed research on police callouts to 
children’s care homes, as reported by Children & Young People Now. The research 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/112347.aspx
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/strategic-commissioning-framework-for-community-justice-consultation/
https://www.cycj.org.uk/news/service-user-involvement-guide-to-support-community-justice-innovation/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/2006894/childrens-homes-risk-criminalising-children-with-23k-calls-to-police-in-a-year
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/2006894/childrens-homes-risk-criminalising-children-with-23k-calls-to-police-in-a-year
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shows that while some homes do not call the police regarding some incidents, others 
call the police repeatedly regarding matters that would not involve police if they 
happened in the family home. Most police forces in England and Wales said they 
were called out more than 100 times by one care home in 2018. The most common 
reason for callouts were related to a child going missing, which the Howard League 
say are associated with a higher likelihood of children being criminalised.  
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
MPs publish report on financial education for children experiencing care 
 
A cross-party group of MPs has published a new report on financial education for 
children in care, CELCIS reports. The All Party Parliamentary Group on Financial 
Education for Young People produced the findings following an inquiry which 
received 25 written submissions of evidence and oral evidence from experts in the 
field. The report seeks to understand the measures being undertaken to support 
children in care and care leavers in their financial education, and what more can be 
done to support them in understanding how to form positive financial habits that are 
essential to independent adult life. The group intends to meet with Ministers to 
discuss how they can take the recommendations to improve the financial education 
of young people in care and care leavers forward. 
 
First Care Experience and Employment Summit to be held  
 
Who Cares? Scotland will host its first ever Care Experience and Employment 
Summit on Tuesday 30 July. Employers and educators are encouraged to attend the 
event, to learn more about care experienced young people’s journeys in 
employment. Employers including the NHS, Falkirk Council and Disclosure Scotland 
will present on their experiences in this area. Workshops will also take place on 
education into employment, barriers around convictions and adopting a trauma 
informed approach.  
 
Other 
 
Young people raise concerns for their future in new report 
 
New research by Barnardo’s suggests two thirds of young people believe their 
generation will be worse off than their parents. Sixty two per cent of 16-24 year olds 
also felt the government cared more about the interests of older generations than 
their own. The report, which includes the results of a YouGov survey of 1,036 young 
people for Barnardo’s and feedback from the charity’s service users, also included 
findings on how young people feel about their future physical and mental health.  
 
Report on complaints about care services published 
 
The number of complaints made about care in Scotland has increased from 4,089 in 
2015-16 to 4,940 in 2018-19, according to a new report by the Care Inspectorate. 
The majority of the 1,397 complaints that we investigated in 2018/19 were upheld 
(58% of completed investigations). Care homes accounted for just under 50 per cent 

https://www.celcis.org/news/news-pages/all-party-parliamentary-group-reports-financial-education-care-experienced-children/
https://www.whocaresscotland.org/who-we-are/blog/join-us-at-our-first-ever-care-experience-employment-summit/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/young-people-fear-their-future-and-feel-ignored-politicians-according-new-report
http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5144-complaints-about-care-services-in-scotland-2015-16-2018-19
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of the total number of complaints investigated while 20 per cent of those investigated 
were about daycare of children services. The Care Inspectorate has stressed that 
although levels of complaints received have risen, this is not an indicator that quality 
of care is in decline. The percentage of care services graded good, very good or 
excellence in all quality themes has remained consistently high in the same period.  
 
Local area example on procurement and self-directed support tensions 
  
A local area example of the tensions between competitive tendering and self-
directed support has been published by Providers and Personalisation. The case 
study involved a legal challenge about the procurement process and individuals 
being denied choice under SDS. 
 
Frontline staff to be trained in recognising and responding to trauma 
  
More than 5,000 frontline workers will be trained in how to recognise and deal with 
psychological trauma, the Scottish Government has announced. The Trauma 
Training Plan, the first of its kind in the UK, helps organisations ensure their staff 
have the skills and knowledge they need to support those who have been affected 
by traumatic experiences.  Police, social workers and nurses are among those to 
benefit from the plan, which will be rolled out to all frontline workers. 
 
Launch date for new social work regulator (England) 
 
Social workers in England will operate under a new regulator, Social Work England, 
from 2 December 2019 according to the Community Care news website. The 
regulator will establish new standards for social work education which the UK 
Government says will provide protection to the public and help prepare new social 
workers more effectively. Social Work England’s Chief Executive, Colum Conway, 
said the new body would work closely with the existing regulator, Health and Care 
Professions Council, to ensure an efficient and smooth transition.  
 

http://www.ccpscotland.org/pp/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/07/Local-area-example-on-procurement-SDS-involving-legal-challenge-Feb-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/identifying-and-responding-to-trauma/
https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2019/07/04/date-social-workers-transfer-new-regulator-revealed/
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 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/type/news
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

