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Alcohol and Drugs 
 
Group of MPs support plans for drug consumption rooms 
 
A cross-party group of MPs and peers have written to the Home 
Office in support of plans to pilot supervised drug consumption 
facilities, the BBC reports. The All Party Parliamentary Group for 
Drug Policy Reform said in a letter to the Home Secretary that 
local authorities should be allowed to proceed with pilot 
schemes, highlighting other countries where the practice has 
produced “good public health results”. Glasgow City Council 
was one of the first local authorities to propose the measure, 
which encourages the safe injection of drugs in a clean 
environment. Last week, statistics showed a 27 per cent rise in 
drug-related deaths in Scotland and the APPG called on the UK 
Government’s to support evidence-based interventions which 
could reduce drug-related deaths.  
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Alzheimer’s/Dementia 
 
Finalists announced for Scotland’s Dementia Awards 
 
NHS Education for Scotland has announced which dementia projects have been 
recognised in the shortlist for this year’s Scotland’s Dementia Awards, in partnership 
with Alzheimer Scotland and the Scottish Social Services Council. The Awards 
celebrate the achievements of people making a difference to support people living 
with dementia, their families and carers across health, social service and community 
settings. The five categories are: Best Dementia Friendly Community Initiative; Best 
Community Support Initiative; Best Educational Initiative; Best Hospital Care 
Initiative and Best Care Home Practice Improvement. The winners will be announced 
on 18 September in Glasgow.  
 
Health 
 
Joint guideline on asthma to be produced as part of broader ‘asthma pathway’ 
 
Future UK-wide guidance is to be jointly produced by the National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence (NICE), British Thoracic Society (BTS) and Scottish 
Intercollegiate Guideline Network (SIGN), on the diagnosis and management of 
chronic asthma in adults, young people and children. This joint guidance will form 
part of a broader set of guidance and materials, produced by BTS, SIGN and NICE, 
on diagnosing and managing asthma throughout an individual’s lifetime – a new 
‘asthma pathway’.  
 
Justice 
 
New support service for families of murder victims 
 
Victim Support Scotland has received £1.2m of government funding to launch a new 
service for relatives bereaved through murder or culpable homicide, the BBC reports. 
The Support for Families Bereaved by Crime service is designed to support families 
when they have to attend court, deal with the media or arrange finances. Counselling 
and funeral arrangements will also be covered through the new support service.  
 
Learning Disabilities 
 
Guide for social workers on helping young people prepare for adulthood 
 
The Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) has published guidance on what 
social workers need to do to help young people with learning disabilities prepare for 
adulthood (transition). Commissioned by the Office of the Chief Social Worker for 
Adults, and building on work carried out by Innovation Unit and SCIE, the guidance 
is a practice framework for social workers and their employers to use, when 
supporting young people to prepare for adulthood.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/newsroom/media-releases/scotlands-leading-dementia-projects-recognised-in-2019-awards-shortlist.aspx
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/nice-british-thoracic-society-bts-and-scottish-intercollegiate-guidelines-network-sign-to-produce-joint-guideline-on-chronic-asthma-as-part-of-broader-asthma-pathway
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-49088543
https://www.scie.org.uk/children/transition/social-workers-role-supporting-learning-disabilities?utm_campaign=10743278_SCIELine%2024%20July&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SCIE&utm_sfid=&utm_role=&dm_t=0,0,0,0,0
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Other Health and Social Care 
 
Paper explores why life expectancy has stopped increasing  
 
A new research paper suggests mortality rates in Scotland have worsened across 
almost all age groups against a “backdrop of widening inequalities”. The study, which 
involved NHS Health Scotland, indicates that drug-related deaths, heart disease, 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease are some of the biggest contributors to shorter life 
expectancy. The paper calls for future research in this area to look at changes in 
mortality trends for all age groups and causes, suggesting the social security system 
and changes in public services may be contributing to the adverse trends. Gerry 
McCartney, Head of the Scottish Public Health Observatory said: “We all rely on 
public services and adequate funding is crucial to meet growing needs, especially for 
the most vulnerable groups. One of the ways we can make sure people receive the 
right care at the right time is by protecting budgets for these services.” 
 
New Convener for SSSC appointed 
 
Alexandra Graham Campbell has been appointed as Convener of the Scottish Social 
Services Council. Current Convener, Professor Jim McGoldrick, will leave his post in 
September 2019 when Ms Campbell takes up her role. She is a qualified social 
worker and has worked in social care in Dundee and health services in Highland and 
Liverpool.  
 
Free online learning on compassionate care 
 
A free online course on compassionate care is available through the Scottish 
Improvement Science Collaborating Centre and University of Dundee. The course is 
for health and social care practitioners, carers, students and service users and 
explores the impact and delivery of compassionate care. Participants will learn about 
the practical tools and insights that can be used to enhance compassionate health 
and social care. The three week course launches in September. 
 
Care Quality Commission Annual Report 2018-19 (England) 
 
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) has published its annual report for 2018-19, 
signalling the mid-point of the regulator’s strategy for 2016 to 2021. The report 
reflects on progress made in encouraging improvement, innovation and 
sustainability, including the publication of themed reports and a local system review 
programme. The CQC’s commitment to an intelligence-driven approach is also 
explored in the report, with the body acknowledging the difficulties in detecting 
abusive practices in some institutions with “closed cultures”, referring to Whorlton 
Hall.  
 
Other 
 
Raising awareness of community empowerment 
 
Audit Scotland has published ‘Principles for community empowerment’, which aims 
to raise awareness of community empowerment and promote a shared 

http://www.healthscotland.scot/news/2019/july/a-deeper-look-at-stalling-life-expectancy
https://www.sssc.uk.com/knowledgebase/article/KA-02729/en-us
http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5184-new-cohort-of-online-course-in-compassionate-care
https://www.cqc.org.uk/news/stories/cqc-publishes-annual-report-accounts-201819
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/report/principles-for-community-empowerment
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understanding across scrutiny bodies to support high quality scrutiny of community 
empowerment. The document sets out the background and principles of community 
empowerment such as community control, public sector leadership, effective 
relationships, improving outcomes, and accountability.  
 
 

Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning adults 
and health.    
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to the 
original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including alerts 
from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 
We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only the 
main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The purpose 
of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted that these 
items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed by the Care 
Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as Care 
Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/2004215/care-leavers-missing-out-on-mental-health-support-study-finds
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

