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Child Protection 
 
More people reporting FGM concerns 
 
Calls to the NSPCC’s FGM Helpline rose by 36 per cent in 2018-19 
according to the charity. A wide range of people have used the helpline 
to report concerns about girls about to undergo, or who have suffered, 
the practice including teachers, doctors, family members and other 
people in the community. A small number of people who have 
themselves been subject to FGM also used the service. The NSPCC 
has attributed the rise to greater awareness, better recognition in 
spotting the signs and increased confidence in raising concerns.  
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-we-do/news-opinion/fgm-helpline-contacts-2018-19/
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Child Protection 
 
Next phase of Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry Hearings 
 
The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry has announced that Phase 6 will begin in summer 
2020 and will investigate provision at boarding schools. The establishments currently 
being investigated are: 

• Fettes College 

• Gordonstoun 

• Keil School, Dumbarton 

• Loretto School 

• Merchiston Castle School 

• Morrison’s Academy (at the time it was a boarding school) 

• Queen Victoria School, Dunblane 

 
Early Years and Childcare 
 
Childcare costs increase for parents in Scotland 
 
A YouGov survey commissioned by Bank of Scotland highlights the rise in childcare 
costs in Scotland, with parents spending 28 per cent more now than in 2016. The 
How Scotland Lives research found that the average amount spent on childcare 
each month rose to £276, or £3,312 over the year. The poll of 3,000 people also 
suggests parents are relying on older family members to lessen the impact of 
childcare costs, with over half of grandparents providing care for their grandchildren. 
They are now spending an average of 9.3 hours each week with their grandchildren 
and the proportion of grandparents providing 20 hours of care or more each week 
has risen to 15 per cent since 2016. Six per cent of parents also said they are asking 
great grandparents to provide regular childcare.  
 
Financial conditions survey for early years launched 
 
Nursery World has launched its workforce finances survey which will investigate pay 
in the early years sector and concerns about the workforce as a whole being 
underpaid. The survey will explore how widespread these pay concerns are and the 
data gathered will be used as part of a wider inquiry by Nursery World. The 
anonymous survey runs until 12 August and is open to everyone who works in early 
years and at all levels.  
 
Consultation on improving work-life balance for parents 
 
The UK Government is consulting on proposals to better support parents to balance 
work and family life, including plans for a new leave and pay entitlement for parents 
of babies that require neonatal care after birth. Under the draft proposals, new 
parents would get one week of state-funded leave and pay for every week their baby 

https://www.childabuseinquiry.scot/news/scottish-child-abuse-inquiry-hearings-phase-6/
https://www.childabuseinquiry.scot/news/scottish-child-abuse-inquiry-hearings-phase-6/
https://www.lloydsbankinggroup.com/Media/Press-Releases/2019-press-releases/bank-of-scotland/surge-in-cost-of-childcare/?optoutmulti=0:0|c3:0|c5:0|c4:0|c2:0&optmessage=1
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NWearlyyearsfinances
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/good-work-plan-proposals-to-support-families
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is in hospital. The consultation will also look at how parental leave can be changed to 
help parents balance the gender division of parental leave. Views on flexible working 
are also welcomed, with the consultation paper exploring whether employers should 
have a duty to consider if a job can be done flexibly.  
 
National summit on ELC partnership working 
 
The Scottish Childminding Association has announced that an Early Learning and 
Childcare (ELC) Partnership Summit will be hosted by the Scottish Government on 
12 September in Edinburgh. The event will bring together local authorities and other 
partner providers to showcase good practice in partnership working as part of ELC 
expansion.  
 
Supporters urged to sign up to storytelling campaign 
 
Early Years Scotland is urging children, adults and ELC settings to sign up to its 
national storytelling campaign which calls for every baby born in Scotland to hear a 
story every day from birth to childhood. Early Years Scotland has invited children, 
parents, carers and staff in all early years settings, primary schools, colleges and 
universities, to pledge their support by signing up via on of the three support 
categories. Supporters can be a Story Star (children who love stories), Story Setting 
(settings that pledge to ensure children have a story every day) or a Story Supporter 
(parents/carers who want their child to hear a story every day). Those who pledge 
their support will appear on Early Years Scotland’s Story Scroll. 
 
Changes proposed to Ofsted fees for childcare providers 
 
The Department of Education has opened a consultation on a proposed increase to 
the application fee and annual fee paid to Ofsted by childcare providers in England. 
The changes, if approved, will come into force from April 2020. The consultation also 
seeks views on the principles that should underpin a revised Early Years Register 
fee model, to be introduced from April 2021.  
 
Out of school care workforce survey results 
 
The results of the Scottish Out of School Care Network (SOSCN) Workforce Survey 
2018 have been published. Key findings include: 

• 91 per cent of the workforce is female 

• The average age of out of school care workers is 40, with ages ranging from 
16 to 70 years old 

• When asked ‘How satisfied are you in your job?’ 56 per cent said ‘very’, 39 
per cent said ‘fairly’ and 3 per cent said ‘not very’ 

• When asked ‘Would you consider/are you considering moving to a full-time 
post in early learning and childcare (pre-school)? 17 per cent said ‘yes’, 77 
per cent said ‘no’ and 16 per of responses were unanswered 

 
 
 
 

https://www.childminding.org/news/scma-will-represent-childminders-at-upcoming-elc-partnership-summit
https://earlyyearsscotland.org/every-days-a-story-day
https://earlyyearsscotland.org/every-days-a-story-day/story-scroll
https://consult.education.gov.uk/early-years-and-schools-strategy/early-years-childcare-fees-regulations/supporting_documents/Early%20years%20childcare%20fees%20regulations.pdf
https://soscn.org/news/news_37
https://soscn.org/news/news_37
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Health  
 
Joint guideline on asthma to be produced as part of broader ‘asthma pathway’ 
 
Future UK-wide guidance is to be jointly produced by the National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence (NICE), British Thoracic Society (BTS) and Scottish 
Intercollegiate Guideline Network (SIGN), on the diagnosis and management of 
chronic asthma in adults, young people and children. This joint guidance will form 
part of a broader set of guidance and materials, produced by BTS, SIGN and NICE, 
on diagnosing and managing asthma throughout an individual’s lifetime – a new 
‘asthma pathway’.  
 
Justice 
 
Vulnerable youth service to close 
 
The Centre for Youth and Criminal Justice (CYCJ) has announced that its 
Interventions for Vulnerable Youth (IVY) service will be closing on 31 October 2019. 
The CYCJ said work has been underway for several months to locate IVY in a new 
organisation as the service was unsustainable due to year by year funding 
arrangements. There are not yet plans in place as to where IVY will be relocated 
although it is hoped an agreement will be reached in the near future. The CYCJ said 
it was giving as much notice as possible to ensure alternative services and support 
can be sought for children and young people currently working with IVY.  
 
New support service for families of murder victims 
 
Victim Support Scotland has received £1.2m of government funding to launch a new 
service for relatives bereaved through murder or culpable homicide, the BBC reports. 
The Support for Families Bereaved by Crime service is designed to support families 
when they have to attend court, deal with the media or arrange finances. Counselling 
and funeral arrangements will also be covered through the new support service.  
 
New inquiry into children and young people in custody (England) 
 
The UK Commons Select Committee on Justice has launched a new inquiry into 
children and young people in custody. The Committee’s inquiry will consider the 
progress the Government has made in implementing the recommendations of the 
Taylor review and reforming the approach to youth justice, focusing on the youth 
justice population, suitability of the secure estate, and the resettlement and 
rehabilitation of children and young people.  
 
Learning Disabilities 
 
Guide for social workers on helping young people prepare for adulthood 
 
The Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) has published guidance on what 
social workers need to do to help young people with learning disabilities prepare for 
adulthood (transition). Commissioned by the Office of the Chief Social Worker for 

https://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/nice-british-thoracic-society-bts-and-scottish-intercollegiate-guidelines-network-sign-to-produce-joint-guideline-on-chronic-asthma-as-part-of-broader-asthma-pathway
https://www.cycj.org.uk/news/closure-of-ivy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-49088543
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/justice-committee/news-parliament-2017/children-young-people-custody-launch-17-29/
https://www.scie.org.uk/children/transition/social-workers-role-supporting-learning-disabilities?utm_campaign=10743278_SCIELine%2024%20July&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SCIE&utm_sfid=&utm_role=&dm_t=0,0,0,0,0
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Adults, and building on work carried out by Innovation Unit and SCIE, the guidance 
is a practice framework for social workers and their employers to use, when 
supporting young people to prepare for adulthood.  
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Latest statistics highlight quality of fostering and adoption services 
 
A report by the Care Inspectorate shows fostering and adoption services in Scotland 
are continuing to perform well. The latest statistical bulletin suggests 90 per cent of 
fostering services and 95 per cent of adoption services were evaluated as good or 
better by inspectors. In 2018, local authority fostering services approved fewer new 
foster carer households than the previous year and independent services approved 
more. There were 280 new adoptive households approved in 2018, down from 317 
in 2017; local authority services approved fewer than the previous year (186 
compared to 229) while independent services approved slightly more (94 compared 
to 88). Peter Macleod, Chief Executive of the Care Inspectorate, said: “By 
highlighting good practice and identifying areas which can improve, we help ensure 
that all children can get the best possible start in life. We also know that more high-
quality fostering and adoption places are needed for vulnerable children. We are also 
aware that too many children are separated from their siblings when a place is found 
for them.” 
 
Universities will guarantee offers for care experienced applicants 
 
Universities Scotland has announced that all 18 universities have a new commitment 
that care experienced applicants who meet minimum entry requirements will be 
guaranteed an offer of an undergraduate place at university. The offer will be place 
for the next admissions cycle, starting in Autumn 2019 for people looking to start 
university in Autumn 2020. The definition of ‘care experienced’ will be for anyone 
who has been or is currently in care or from a looked after background at any stage 
of their life, no matter how short, including adopted children who were previously 
looked after. Care may have been provided in one of many different settings, such 
as in residential care, foster care, kinship care, or looked after at home with a 
supervision requirement, and there is no age restriction. 
 
Other 
 
Children’s Reporter statistics 
 
The Scottish Children’s Reporter Association (SCRA) has published their official 
statistics for 2018/19 showing that over the period 12,869 children and young people 
in Scotland were referred to the Children’s Reporter. Other key points include: 

• the figure of 12,869 children and young people referred to the Reporter in 
2018/19 equates to 1.4% of all children and young people in Scotland, and 
10,881 were referred on non-offence (care and protection) grounds, and 
2,824 on offence grounds 

• in 2018/19, 31,653 Children’s Hearings were held across Scotland for 13,667 
children and young people 

http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5185-fostering-and-adoption-2018-19-a-statistical-bulletin
https://www.universities-scotland.ac.uk/scotlands-universities-to-guarantee-offers-to-care-experienced-applicants-who-meet-minimum-entry-requirements/
https://www.scra.gov.uk/2019/07/scras-official-statistics-2018-19/
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 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/type/news
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

