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Early Years and Childcare 
 
National survey of nursery workforce in Scotland 
 
The National Day Nurseries Association has published the results of its 
workforce surveys and reports, including the Workforce Survey for 
Scotland 2019. The findings suggest private and third sector nursery 
employers in Scotland are experiencing problems as their staff leave for 
better-paid jobs in the public sector. Staff turnover was 29 per cent in 
Scotland, much higher than the UK average, and 62 per cent faced 
significant challenges in retaining their existing staff. In terms of funded 
early learning and childcare (ELC), private partner providers currently 
deliver more than half of all ELC places and offer a quarter of the 
Government’s funded ELC. In addition, 42 per cent of private nurseries 
said they were not involved in the phasing in of 1140 hours funded ELC. 
The NDNA has raised concerns that problems such as staff turnover 
may disrupt continuity of care or the quality of provision.  
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https://www.ndna.org.uk/NDNA/News/Reports_and_surveys/Workforce_survey/nursery_workforce_survey_2019.aspx
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Health  
 
Sales of energy drinks to young people banned in leisure centres 
 
The sale of high energy soft drinks to under 16s has been banned in publicly funded 
leisure centres in Scotland. Community Leisure UK and the Scottish Government 
have worked together to introduce the restriction, which applies to 1,300 facilities 
around the country. Public Health Minister Joe FitzPatrick said: “This builds on our 
recent ban of energy drinks to under 16s in all hospital retail units and NHS-run 
catering sites. The Scottish Government recognises that consumption of energy 
drinks is a significant concern to parents, healthcare professionals and young 
people. This ban delivers on the promise we made in our Diet and Healthy Weight 
Delivery Plan last year and we have committed to a consultation on restricting the 
sale of energy drinks to under 16s later this year.” 
 
Justice 
 
CYCJ on the Knowledge Hub 
 
The Centre for Youth & Criminal Justice (CYCJ) has set up a Youth Justice in 
Scotland group on Knowledge Hub, the digital platform for public service 
collaboration. The online community can be accessed for free and users can upload 
resources, promote events, ask questions and share best practice with peers and 
colleagues.  
 
Round up of events at Youth Justice Conference 
 
An Info Sheet on the recent National Youth Justice Conference, hosted by the CYCJ, 
has been published offering a summary of the key themes and messages discussed 
at the event. A number of issues were covered at the conference including the age of 
criminal responsibility, children’s rights, looked after children and secure care, and 
improving outcomes for young people in custody. Highlights included a presentation 
on the Secure Care National Standards and the Secure Care Census, speeches by 
Maree Todd and Humza Yousaf, and a workshop on the Inclusion as Prevention 
project.  
 
Learning disability 
 
Learning disability group reflects on busy year 
 
The Scottish Commission for Learning Disability (SCLD) has published its Annual 
Review for the financial year 2018-19. The report covers the activities of the SCLD, 
including the publication of the new Keys to Life: Unlocking Futures Implementation 
Framework earlier this year. Events which took place as part of Learning Disability 
Week 2018 and the launch of the SCLD Employment TASK Group report are also 
detailed in the report. 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/gym-ban-on-sale-of-high-energy-drinks-to-under-16s/
https://www.cycj.org.uk/news/youth-justice-in-scotland-needs-you/
https://cycj.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Info-sheet-84.pdf
https://www.scld.org.uk/our-annual-review-2018-2019/
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Other 
 
Campaign for more outdoor play facilities 
 
Nursery World reports on a new campaign by the Association of Play Industries 
(API), calling for urgent investment in playgrounds to encourage outdoor play. The 
Play Must Stay campaign was launched in response to concerns from parents about 
the shift from playing outdoors to indoor screen time, partly due to the limited number 
of playgrounds. A survey of parents with children aged 2 and over by the API found 
almost half find it difficult to persuade their child to leave their screen. Meanwhile 53 
per cent said their child would be more active if they had more access to 
playgrounds.  
 
Technology Enabled Care inviting participants for 2019/20 Tests of Change 
 
Technology Enabled Care are inviting applicants to participate in their 2019/20 Tests 
of Change initiative. Applications for Tests of Change are invited from any NHS 
Board, Integration Authority, Local Authority, Housing, Independent Care or Third 
Sector Organisation. Applications may be made by individual organisations or as 
multi-organisation collaborations with a single organisation taking the role of Lead 
Partner. All applications must be submitted to the TEC Programme Office 
(nss.tec@nhs.net) by Monday 12 August and awards will be communicated by 6 
September. A virtual briefing for prospective applicants takes place on 23 July. 
 
Follow up review of FAIs in Scotland published 
 
The Scottish Government has published the Inspectorate of Prosecution in 
Scotland’s follow-up review of fatal accident inquiries (FAIs), following the publication 
of a thematic report in 2016. The report reflects on the recommendations made in 
2016 and whether these have been achieved, not achieved or are in progress. 
Concerns are raised about a lack of progress made in shortening the timeline for 
mandatory FAIs. However, the review recognises the efforts made in improving the 
effectiveness of processes and procedures, in order to tackle the backlog of older 
FAIs. New recommendations have been made, including that the Scottish Fatalities 
Investigation Unit should prioritise the FAI of any death of a young person in legal 
custody. A further follow-up will be published next year.  
 
Guidance and template published for quality of care reviews (Wales) 
 
Care Inspectorate Wales has published guidance to help providers of adult and 
children’s services carry out an effective quality of care review. Under the Regulation 
and Inspection of Social Care (Wales) Act 2016, providers must ensure effective 
arrangements are in place to monitor, review and improve the care and support 
provided by the service. Care Inspectorate Wales has produced advice on how to 
carry out effective quality of care reviews, as well as a template for completing the 
report that service providers may wish to follow. 
 
 
 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168398/association-for-play-calls-for-urgent-investment-in-playgrounds?utm_content=&utm_campaign=NW%20Update%2005.08.19&utm_source=Nursery%20World&utm_medium=adestra_email&utm_term=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurseryworld.co.uk%2Fnursery-world%2Fnews%2F1168398%2Fassociation-for-play-calls-for-urgent-investment-in-playgrounds
http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5199-tec
https://www.gov.scot/publications/follow-up-review-fatal-accident-inquiries/pages/11/
https://careinspectorate.wales/190802-we-have-published-guidance-completing-quality-care-review
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Workforce 
 
SSSC podcast on design for how people learn 
 
A podcast on design for how people learn has been made available by the Scottish 
Social Services Council (SSSC). The podcast features Julie Dirksen, the author of a 
guide to the fundamental concepts of instructional design both to improve your own 
learning and engage your audience. 
 
Pilot scheme provides supported year and assessment for new social workers 
 
The Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) has provided an update on its pilot of a 
supported and assessed year for newly qualified social workers (NQSWs). The 
SSSC is working with Aberdeenshire, Angus and Learning Network West to test the 
approach which provides NQSWs with a dedicated line manager, supervision, 
protected time and caseload. They are assessed at two points during the pilot and at 
the end of the pilot year, managers will assess whether they have met the draft 
benchmark standards written for the pilot. An evaluation is taking place by SSSC to 
establish the impact and effectiveness of different approaches to help NQSWs 
consolidate learning and prepare for their ongoing social work career. 
 
Quick guide for social workers on strengths and asset-based approaches (England) 
 
A quick guide for social workers on using strengths and asset-based approaches has 
been published by the Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE). The guide is 
based on recommendations from a range of NICE guidelines and quality stan 
 
 

http://ssscnews.uk.com/2019/08/07/new-podcast-design/
https://www.sssc.uk.com/knowledgebase/article/KA-02734/en-us
https://www.scie.org.uk/strengths-based-approaches/evidence
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 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/type/news
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

