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Child Protection 
 
Drive to recruit new Children’s Panel Members 
 
Children’s Hearing Scotland has launched a campaign to recruit over 
500 new Children’s Panel Members. To support recruitment, the 
campaign has been redesigned for 2019 with a focus on the types of 
qualities everyday people have and can bring to the role, and has a new 
website. Applications open on 21st August 2019 and close midnight on 
17th September 2019. 
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http://www.chscotland.gov.uk/recent-news/2019/08/children%E2%80%99s-hearings-scotland-launches-drive-to-recruit-500-new-panel-members/
https://www.childrenspanelscotland.org/
https://www.childrenspanelscotland.org/
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Early Years and Childcare 
 
Concern over portion sizes served to young children 
 
Nursery World has reported on new research by the Infant and Toddler Forum (ITF), 
suggesting 49 per cent of meals served to children aged between one and four are 
outside the recommended portion size range. The ITF’s online food tracker, called 
Tot It Up, allows parents and practitioners to input information on children’s food 
intake and physical activity levels on a daily or weekly basis. As well as concerns 
about portion size, data from the tracker also shows 44 per cent of toddlers eat too 
many crisps and pizza servings are larger than recommended 50 per cent of the 
time. Foods high in fat and sugar were usually overserved, with fruit and vegetables 
often given in too small a portion. The ITF plans to continue to release analysis from 
its data every six months to track trends in children’s nutrition. 
 
Progress report on ELC expansion 
 
A report by the Scottish Government and Improvement Service has highlighted the 
progress made in expanding funded early learning and childcare (ELC) ahead of 
August 2020. The Scottish Liberal Democrats drew attention to the report after the 
party lodged parliamentary questions on the issue. The report suggests recruitment 
to support ELC expansion was lower than forecast for the period October 2018 to 
April 2019. Capacity in local authority settings was also 20 per cent below the 
forecast. In terms of infrastructure, approximately 10% of the planned additional 
capacity is now complete. There will be an additional data collection in September 
2019 to review progress made by August 2019. 
 
Funding for childminding toothbrushing programme 
 
The Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) has secured funding from the 
Scottish Government for its Childminding Happy Teeth project. The initiative, which 
has received the money through the Oral Health Community Challenge Fund, 
provides training and support to childminders to encourage and implement 
supervised toothbrushing within their childcare settings. The SCMA hopes to roll out 
engagement and provide support and resources on a more formal basis thanks to 
the funding.  
 
Health  
 
UK no longer has measles-free status 
 
The UK has lost its measles-free status three years after the virus was eliminated, 
with 231 cases confirmed in the first quarter of 2019. The BBC reports that the Prime 
Minister has made a number of announcements this week to tackle the rise in cases, 
which has been partly blamed on falling immunisation rates. The first dose of MMR 
vaccine is offered to all one-year-olds, with a second dose given before children start 
school. However, data suggests only 87 per cent of UK children are receiving the 
second dose. GPs are now being asked to promote catch-up vaccinations for 
children who may have missed out on both doses and a number of initiatives have 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168474/almost-half-of-meals-served-to-young-children-are-too-big-or-too-small
http://www.improvementservice.org.uk/documents/ELC/elc-delivery-progress-report-june-19.pdf
https://www.childminding.org/news/scma-secures-scottish-government-funding-to-support-children-s-oral-heath
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-49393279
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been launched, including through social media, to quash misleading claims about the 
safety of vaccines.  
 
Human Rights 
 
Seeking views on children’s rights issues 
 
The Children & Young People’s Commissioner Scotland is seeking views from 
children and young people up to 18 years old, or up to 21 years old if care 
experienced, on what they think is the biggest children’s rights issue in Scotland 
today. They will be publishing some of the responses in celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
 
Justice 
 
New leadership group for community justice 
 
The Scottish Government has announced the creation of a leadership group to 
deliver community justice interventions. The leadership group is formed of senior 
leaders from the justice, health and social work sectors and will focus on increasing 
public confidence in community justice. Justice Secretary Humza Yousaf and Cllr 
Kelly Parry, COSLA’s Communities and Wellbeing spokesperson, will co-chair the 
group.  
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Care review event for people with learning disability 
 
The Scottish Commission for Learning Disability and the Independent Care Review 
are holding a focus group event for people who have a learning disability and who 
have experienced care when they were young. The event will be held on Monday 9 
September at the University of Strathclyde. 
 
Care Experienced Week 19 – 27 October 
 
Who Cares? Scotland has announced this year’s Care Experienced Week will take 
place from 19 to 27 October. The event was previously named National Care 
Leavers’ Week, but the name has changed to acknowledge that people do not leave 
their care experience behind when the leave formal care. This year’s celebration of 
people with care experience will begin with the Lifetime of Love Rally on Saturday 19 
October in Glasgow.  
 
Free event for parents of care experienced children 
 
Parents Advocacy & Rights and the Independent Care Review are working together 
to host a conference for parents who have children in care or who have been in care. 
The Care Review will use the event to hear the experiences of parents and families 
and their views on the current care system. The event will take place in Glasgow on 
14 September. 

https://www.cypcs.org.uk/news/in-the-news/whats-the-biggest-child-rights-issue-in-scotland-tell-us-to-mark-uncrc30
https://www.gov.scot/news/delivering-community-justice/
https://www.carereview.scot/learning-disability-event-scld/
https://www.whocaresscotland.org/get-involved/care-experienced-week-2019/?preview=true
https://www.carereview.scot/parents-families-care-event-glasgow/
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Mental Health 
 
Latest SSSC data on mental health officers in Scotland 
 
The latest report on mental health officers (MHOs) by the Scottish Social Services 
Council has been released. The research suggests 55 extra full-time MHOs will be 
needed to meet a gap in staffing, with all but eight of Scotland’s councils reporting a 
shortfall. The SSSC also found an increasing proportion of MHOs are aged over 55, 
meaning more work is needed to ensure enough social workers are undertaking the 
MHO qualification. The numbers leaving the MHO workforce also increased 
substantially in 2018. 
 
Other 
 
New film for young people with autism attending Children’s Hearings 
 
The Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration (SCRA) has launched a new film to 
help children and young people with autism before the attend Children’s Hearings. 
The film shows children and young people with autism and sensory issues that 
alterations can be made before and after the Hearing, as well as in the Hearing 
room, to make it as easy as possible for them to communicate their needs.  
 
Report on child homelessness in England published 
 
A report by the Children’s Commissioner for England suggests more than 210,000 
children in England are homeless, the BBC reports. The report highlights the number 
of families living in repurposed shipping containers and office blocks, with entire 
families living in tiny spaces designed for one or two people. The use of shipping 
containers as temporary accommodation is leading to cramped conditions and 
inhospitable temperatures, the Children’s Commissioner wrote. A number of other 
concerns related to homelessness and temporary accommodation are raised, 
including the prevalence of anti-social behaviour preventing children from getting 
outside to play and the creation of potentially unsafe environments for children when 
B&Bs are used for accommodation. The data also shows that in 2017, around two in 
five children in temporary accommodation had been there for at least six months. 
 
 
 

https://www.sssc.uk.com/knowledgebase/article/KA-02752/en-us
https://www.scra.gov.uk/2019/08/new-film-for-young-people-with-autism/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-49412835
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 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/type/news
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

