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Alzheimer’s/Dementia 
 
Blog on creating a dementia-friendly garden at home 
 
A blog on how to design a dementia-friendly garden at home 
has been published by the Dementia Services Development 
Centre (DSDC). Written by Nicky Roeber, Online Horticultural 
Expert at Wyevale Garden Centres, the article explores the 
benefits of the garden environment for people with dementia 
and shares tips on creating a dementia-friendly garden.  
 
Care Homes/Care at Home 
 
Progress in plans for Peterhead ‘care village’ 
 
Plans for a “care village” in Peterhead have progressed, the 
Press and Journal reports. Members of the Aberdeenshire 
Integration Joint Board met to discuss the latest proposals for 
the project, the third of its kind following Edenholme in 
Stonehaven and Bennachie View in Inverurie. Included in the 
proposals are plans for a care home, clinical space, areas for 
community use, and capacity for learning disability services.  
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https://dementia.stir.ac.uk/blogs/dementia-centred/2019-08-23/how-design-dementia-friendly-garden-home
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/aberdeenshire/1829658/plans-for-care-village-in-peterhead-move-forward/
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Health 
 
Tips for managing medicines for adults receiving social care in the community 
 
Top tips on managing medicines for adults receiving social care in the community 
have been produced by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society in partnership with the 
Royal College of GPs. The tips are part of the Involved and informed: good 
community medicines support campaign from NICE, which aims to promote the safe 
and effective use of medicines in the community. The resource for GPs and 
pharmacists covers a number of issues such as ensuring care providers are given 
advice and support about medicines and including them in multidisciplinary 
discussions. 
 
Audit Scotland report into NHS workforce planning highlights challenges 
 
A report by the Auditor General has highlighted the ageing clinical workforce and 
recruitment and retention problems as barriers for the expansion of the general 
practice workforce. The NHS workforce planning report warned that the “significant 
challenges” may mean the Scottish Government struggles to meet its commitment to 
recruit 800 new GPs. 
 
Chief Executive of NICE to stand down 
 
Sir Andrew Dillon has announced he is to stand down as the Chief Executive of the 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE). Sir Andrew has led the 
body since it was founded in 1999 and will leave his post at the end of March 2020.  
 
Latest surveillance report on HIV care and treatment in Scotland 
 
Health Protection Scotland (HPS) has published a surveillance report on the 
treatment and care of people with HIV. The summary report suggests more than 
5,000 people are living with HIV in Scotland, with 92% of people attending services 
for specialist treatment. The statistics also show 98% were reported to be receiving 
antiretroviral therapy and 94% of these people had achieved an undetectable viral 
load. However, HPS raised concerns that too many people were being hospitalised 
with HUV due to late diagnosis. The number of young people who are not attending 
services to access treatment was also highlighted, with HPS suggesting this was due 
to the impact of stigma and the need for better education in schools.  
 
Older People 
 
Arts initiative to support older people through creativity 
 
Arts in Care, a new initiative to help improve the lives of older people through 
creativity, has been launched by Luminate in partnership with the Care Inspectorate, 
Creative Scotland and the Baring Foundation. The professional development 
programme will enable 18 artists to develop their skills working in Scotland’s care 
sector. Participants will undertake a programme of training delivered by Equal Arts’ 
creative ageing charity supporting older people and those living with dementia. 
Sessions will explore dementia and imagination, story-telling and mixed art form 

https://www.rpharms.com/about-us/news/details/Top-tips-for-managing-medicines-in-the-community
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/report/nhs-workforce-planning-part-2
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/sir-andrew-dillon-to-stand-down-as-nice-chief-executive
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-49483562
http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5259-call-for-artists-arts-in-care-professional-development-programme
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approaches, in addition to training in working within care setting environments, 
safeguarding, planning and evaluating. In Spring 2020 the second phase of the 
project will begin with support learning and capacity building by placing artists within 
the care sector to deliver skills development for care home staff, managers and 
inspectors. 
 
NHS data on falls and hospital admissions published 
 
NHS National Services Scotland has published the latest data release on falls and 
hospital admissions, which describes the number of unintentional injuries among 
older people as a “major and growing health concern”. The data shows that falls 
accounted for around 6% of all emergency admissions in 2018/19 and around 60% 
of fall related admissions occurred in the 65 and over age group. People aged over 
65 are almost seven times more likely to have an emergency admission compared 
with those under 65, according to the data. 
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Charter to ensure new care technology entrenched in human rights 
 
A new Human Rights Charter for Technology and Digital in Social Care has been 
launched by Scottish Care. Developed with a range of designers, providers and 
people who work and use social care services, the Charter seeks to place the 
development and use of technology and digital within a human rights and ethical 
perspective. It aims to address some of the challenges highlighted in Scottish Care’s 
report, Tech Rights, which looked at how new technology is used in care for older 
people. The Charter was launched at Scottish Care’s Care Tech 2 event, held in 
Glasgow on 23 August.  
 
Call for greater emphasis on application of human rights in public services 
 
The ALLIANCE has highlighted its response to the Equality and Human Rights 
Committee’s inquiry on the Scottish Government’s draft budget 2020/21. The 
Scottish Parliament Committee issued a call for views on public sector funding for 
third sector organisations that deliver national equalities and human rights priorities. 
In its submission the ALLIANCE suggested public services had to better implement 
their human rights based principles, particularly to improve the experiences of people 
with disabilities, people with long term conditions and unpaid carers. The 
organisation has called for the application of a human rights framework to the 
Scottish Government’s budget, as well as disaggregated data collection related to 
the outcomes of people from seldom heard groups.  
 
Partners for Integration Event – 5 September 2019 
 
Scottish Care will host a free Partners for Integration event on 5 September in 
Edinburgh. Speakers from a number of organisations including the Scottish 
Government, Scottish Care and Healthcare Improvement Scotland will appear at the 
event, which will also include insight sessions on improving care and support, 
improvement through workforce development, engagement and integration, and 
using data to improve information. A number of projects and improvement plans will 

https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Emergency-Care/Publications/2019-08-27/2019-08-27-UI(falls)-2019-Summary.pdf
http://www.scottishcare.org/scottish-care-news/news-release-techrights-paper-launched-at-unique-scottish-care-event-2/
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/translate-principles-into-outcomes/
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/111972.aspx
http://www.scottishcare.org/scottish-care-news/pfievent-5-sept-19/
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also be discussed as part of the World Café Tables session, which will see 
independent sector leads describe the project they have been involved in and the 
outcomes achieved.  
 
Over 200 advance payments to survivors of abuse in care so far 
 
Over 200 payments have been made to survivors of child abuse in care through the 
Advance Payment Scheme, the Scottish Government has confirmed. Eligible 
applicants (those who are terminally ill or age 70 or over) have received £10,000 
under the scheme, which provides acknowledgement and recognition of harm done 
to those who were abused in care in Scotland. 
 
SSSC Convener reflects ahead of leaving at end of August 
 
Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) Convener Jim McGoldrick has reflected on 
his time with the organisation ahead of leaving at the end of August. Mr McGoldrick 
joined the SSSC in 2013 and notes the significant developments he has seen over 
the past six years.  
 
SSSC consults on changes to fitness to practise hearings 
 
The Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) is consulting on proposed changes to 
its fitness to practise hearings process. The SSSC proposes to only hold hearings 
when the worker disagrees with the outcome of a fitness to practise investigation and 
asks for a hearing to resolve the disagreement. A consultation on the changes closes 
on 16 October. 
 
Charity sets out priorities to ‘fix’ adult social care (England) 
 
Proposals aimed at “fixing” adult social care in England have been set out by The 
Health Foundation charity. The charity outlines five priorities for the UK Government: 
stabilising and sustaining the current system; improving access to care; providing 
social protection against care costs; seeing the capped cost model as a flexible 
approach to reform; exploring a range of options for raising revenue. 
 
Other 
 
Ruth Davidson steps down as leader of Scottish Conservatives 
 
Ruth Davidson has announced her decision to step down as leader of the Scottish 
Conservatives, citing family reasons. Jackson Carlaw MSP is expected to again act 
as interim leader. The announcement comes the day after the Queen gave Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson consent to prorogue Parliament after MPs return in 
September.  
  

https://news.gov.scot/news/payments-to-survivors-of-historical-in-care-child-abuse
http://ssscnews.uk.com/2019/08/29/jimmcgoldrick-reflects/
https://www.sssc.uk.com/knowledgebase/article/KA-02755/en-us
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/blogs/what-should-be-done-to-fix-the-crisis-in-social-care
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FRuthDavidsonMSP%2Fstatus%2F1167010124667527168%3Fs%3D20&data=02%7C01%7C%7C62476bf3df234b89eb6f08d72c6c5111%7Cdb475863b0d947e2b73f89c00d851e74%7C0%7C0%7C637026716038463607&sdata=8B2IDH6f2aA0dFNLkeLpkwekIGnEig3t1VFRHEPXLbA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c83d55vxz84t/parliamentary-prorogation-2019
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Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning adults 
and health.    
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to the 
original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including alerts 
from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 
We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only the 
main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The purpose 
of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted that these 
items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed by the Care 
Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as Care 
Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

