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Additional Support Needs 
 
Strategy for the learning provision for children and young people with 
complex additional support needs 
 
The Scottish Government has published an updated ten year strategy to 
improve the learning outcomes for children and young people with 
complex additional support needs living in Scotland. ‘The right help at 
the right time in the right place: strategy for the learning provision for 
children and young people with complex additional support needs 2017-
2026’, sets out the aim to improve outcomes for children and young 
people with complex additional support needs through strategic 
commissioning of services; with a particular focus on the provision of 
education. The objectives of the strategy are to: 

• ensure the four key priorities set out within Scotland’s National 
Improvement Framework are central to the outcomes anticipated 
in the 10 Year Strategy 

• frame the Strategy in the six key drivers for improvement within 
the National Improvement Framework: school leadership; teacher 
professionalism; parental engagement; assessment of children’s 
progress; school improvement; performance information all 
reflecting a particular relevance to provision for complex 
additional support needs 

• ensure that the impact of any service commissioned results in 
capacity building across local authorities as well as at a national 
level 

• provide an evidence base, which will include the voice of parents, 
children and young people, for decisions around national 
commissioning that drive improvements which benefit children 
and young people with complex additional support needs 
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/right-help-right-time-right-place-scotlands-ten-year-strategy-learning-provision-children-young-people-complex-additional-support-needs/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/right-help-right-time-right-place-scotlands-ten-year-strategy-learning-provision-children-young-people-complex-additional-support-needs/pages/1/
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Alcohol/Drugs 
 
Report on alcohol-free childhood consultation 
 
The Children’s Parliament has published a report capturing the perspectives of 
primary-school-age children on an alcohol-free childhood. The ‘Children’s Parliament 
Investigates: an alcohol-free childhood’ project ran from April to June 2019 and 
involved 84 children from across three schools in Edinburgh. The report suggests 
that children recognise that alcohol is pervasive and very much present in their daily 
lives, their relationships with adults can be compromised when adults are under the 
influence of alcohol, and recognise that alcohol can be unhealthy for adults – 
physically and emotionally. Ten recommendations are made for actions to ensure 
that children have an alcohol-free childhood, including removing adverts for alcohol 

such as billboards so that children can’t see them, make alcohol less visible in shops 
and on TV, and stop alcohol sponsorship of events at which children may be 
present.  
 
Child Protection/Abuse 
 
Repeal of named persons provisions  
 
The Scottish Government has announced that the Named Person and Child’s Plan 
proposals will no longer go ahead as planned. Parts 4 and 5 of the Children and 
Young People (Scotland) Act 2014, which were awaiting passage of the Children 
and Young People (Information Sharing) Bill before coming into force, will be 
repealed. Speaking to the Scottish Parliament, Education Secretary John Swinney 
confirmed that existing voluntary schemes that provide a point of contact for support 
will continue under current legal powers, where councils and health boards wish to 
provide them and parents want to use them. The Scottish Government is to develop 
practical guidance and support to give professionals confidence to share wellbeing 
concerns in a compliant way, and to help families understand their rights under 
existing law. 
 
Autumn newsletter for Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 
 
The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry has published its Autumn 2019 newsletter, 
including an update on Boarding Schools, Male Religious Orders, Child Migration, as 
well as an update on Phase 1 part C. 
 
Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Early Learning and Childcare Statistics 2018 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published Early Learning and Childcare Statistics 2018, 
showing the availability and quality of early learning and childcare for children and 
families across Scotland. The annual publication, covering 2018, shows that 
compared to the previous years the number of settings providing funded early 
learning and childcare places has increased, and that overall the quality of care 

https://www.childrensparliament.org.uk/our-work/alcohol-free-childhood-consultation/
https://news.gov.scot/news/children-and-young-people-information-sharing-bill
https://www.childabuseinquiry.scot/news/newsletter-autumn-2019/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5277-early-learning-and-childcare-statistics-2018
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remains high with more than 90% of services providing funded early learning and 
childcare evaluated at good or better by the Care Inspectorate. 
 
New learning resources for childminders on STEM 
 
The Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) have launched new on-line learning 
resources for childminders on science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM). The resources consist of an introductory course on recognising and 
promoting STEM opportunities in an individual’s childminding setting, and a further 
course to promote STEM science inquiry skills and STEM outdoor opportunities. 
 
Health  
 
Public Health England publishes five-year infectious diseases strategy (England) 
 
A new five-year infectious diseases strategy has been published by Public Health 
England, as highlighted by Health Protection Scotland. The strategy aims to address 
urgent current and future threats to health, including antibiotic resistance and health 
inequalities. The new strategy outlines work to combat infectious diseases and sets 
out strategic priorities for the five-year period of 2020 to 2025. 
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Experiences of young people in secure accommodation (Wales) 
 
Social Care Wales has published a report on ‘The experiences and outcomes of 
children and young people from Wales receiving Secure Accommodation Orders’, 
setting out the experiences of the cohort of young people from Wales receiving 
secure orders between 1 April 2016 and 31 March 2018. Amongst other conclusions, 
the report sets out that lack of secure beds in Wales saw more than half the young 
people from Wales placed in secure accommodation in England or Scotland, the 
traumatic journeys to secure accommodation experienced by some young people 
showed that current policy and methods do not ensure safe acceptable journeys for 
young people, but that once settled, most young people found secure 
accommodation gave a consistent, regulated environment in which they felt safe and 
could engage in services they had previously been absent from, especially 
education. The report recommends the creation of a national strategy across Wales 
to ensure young people with complex needs receive appropriate care. 
 
Other 
 
New self-evaluation guide for care services 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published a new guide for care services undertaking self-
evaluation. We want to empower services to evaluate their own performance, and 
self-evaluation can be a powerful tool to identify what’s working well and to support 
improvement. This guide helps services across all care settings understand how they 
can do that.  
 

https://www.childminding.org/news/thinkstem-and-learn-with-scma
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/publications/hps-weekly-report/volume-53/issue-37/phe-launches-new-infectious-disease-strategy/
https://socialcare.wales/resources/report-about-the-experiences-and-outcomes-of-children-and-young-people-from-wales-receiving-secure-accommodation-orders
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5269-a-new-guide-to-self-evaluation-for-care-services
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Analytical report for the consultation on children services planning guidance 
 
The Scottish Government has published an analysis of the responses to a 
consultation on the effectiveness of children’s services planning guidance. The 
analysis suggests that the majority (67%) of respondents agreed the statutory 
guidance assisted in the development of Children’s Services Plans, and again the 
majority (67%) agreed that the guidance provided sufficient advice on how widely 
partners should consult in advance of developing a Children’s Services Plan.  
 
First Chief Executive of Public Health Scotland appointed 
 
Angela Leitch has been appointed as the first Chief Executive of Public Health 
Scotland. Ms Leitch, Chief Executive of East Lothian Council, will lead the national 
public health body, which will be Scotland’s lead national agency for improving and 
protecting health and wellbeing when it is fully established by April 2020.  
 
Research on deprivation and impact on deaths in young people 
 
A campaign has been launched by Aberlour Child Care Trust following the 
publication of research focusing on the impact deprivation can have on deaths in 
young people. The research is based on Scottish mortality records from 2011 to 
2017 supplied by National Records of Scotland, focusing on deaths due to ‘external 
causes’, and suggests that people from Scotland’s most deprived communities are 
three times more like to die before they reach 25 years old. The campaign, ‘A Bad 
Start Shouldn’t Mean a Bad End’, is calling for: 

• a commitment from the Scottish Government to a transitional fund that will 
support local authorities to deliver early intervention family support services, 
as well as continue to provide specialist support for children and families most 
affected by poverty and inequality 

• a commitment from the Scottish Government and public authorities to develop 
a child wellbeing approach to budget setting and economic planning that 
ensures public spending prioritises child wellbeing 

• a commitment from the business sector to provide quality, secure, flexible and 
family friendly employment, ensuring jobs and income levels that enable 
families to thrive, not just survive 

 
Child Law Network to update on news and developments 
 
Clan Childlaw has launched a new Child Law Network which aims to provide a free 
service updating members of news and developments in child law in Scotland. Clan 
Childlaw will send out alerts and short summaries of developments in Scottish child 
law, including: 

• new and pending court decisions 

• legislative updates and notifications of public consultations 

• links to new resources, commentary & analysis 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/effectiveness-current-statutory-guidance-supports-part-3-children-young-people-scotland-act-2014-consultation-analysis/
https://publichealthreform.scot/latest-reform-news-and-blogs/public-health-scotland-appoints-first-chief-executive?utm_source=Public+Health+Reform+newsletter&utm_campaign=8b4b612fd8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_31_09_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be8c370026-8b4b612fd8-12897309
https://www.aberlour.org.uk/new-campaign-launches-a-bad-start-shouldnt-mean-a-bad-end/
https://www.clanchildlaw.org/child-law-network
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New Careers in Care website launched 
 
A new website providing advice on undertaking a career in social services has been 
officially launched by the Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC). Careers in Care 
provides information and advice, including career stories, qualification pathways, 
links to opportunities and FAQs.  

 

 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

http://learn.sssc.uk.com/careers/index.html
http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/type/news
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

