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Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Audit of ELC funded hours as delivered by childminders 
 
The Scottish Childminding Association has published its Early Learning 
and Childcare Audit for 2019. The document provides an overview of 
childminders providing funded early learning and childcare (ELC) to 
eligible two, three and four-year-olds in Scotland, sorted by local 
authority. The report shows 12.6 per cent of the childminding workforce 
in Scotland has been approved by local authorities to deliver funded 
hours to three and four year olds, an increase of 119 childminders since 
2018 when just 2.3 per cent were approved. The SCMA highlights that 
only 4.2 per cent of the workforce are currently actively delivering 
funded hours. For eligible two year olds, 16.2 per cent of the workforce 
was approved to deliver funded hours and 3.3 per cent were currently 
active in doing so.  
 
FAQs on indoor/outdoor settings published 
 
Early Years Scotland has highlighted a new document published by the 
Care Inspectorate, to accompany the recent Space to Grow: 
indoor/outdoor settings resource. The Frequently Asked Questions 
document aims to support early learning and childcare settings 
considering creating and registering indoor/outdoor settings. Questions 
range from the definition of indoor/outdoor settings to the outdoor space 
standard and the skills and qualifications of staff.  
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https://www.childminding.org/Media/Docs/Common/SCMA%20ELC%20Audit%20Report%202019_FINAL.pdf
https://earlyyearsscotland.org/blog/new-faqs-on-indoor-outdoor-settings
https://hub.careinspectorate.com/media/3799/space-to-grow-indoor-outdoor-seetings-faqs.pdf
https://hub.careinspectorate.com/media/3799/space-to-grow-indoor-outdoor-seetings-faqs.pdf
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Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Minutes for ELC Joint Delivery Board 
 
The Scottish Government has published the minutes of the June 2019 meeting of the 
Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) Joint Delivery Board. During the meeting, 
attendees discussed ELC delivery progress, including data collection, capital 
programmes, local authority provider rates, and the work of the ELC partnership 
forum.  
 
Health  
 
Global picture of predicted obesity rates  
 
The World Obesity Federation has published the first global atlas on childhood 
obesity, according to a Nursery World article. The analysis compares 196 countries 
and predicts that by 2030, 12 per cent of children aged between five and nine will be 
obese. Ten per cent of 10 to 19 year olds are also predicted to be obese by that 
time. The atlas predicts that more than 1.3m children and young people in the UK 
will be obese. Each country’s current statistics on maternal obesity, maternal 
smoking, breastfeeding and impaired growth and development in infancy were 
analysed to create a risk score for their likelihood of having childhood obesity 
problems in future.  
 
Chief Medical Officer warns on child obesity (England) 
 
The Chief Medical Officer Professor Dame Sally Davies in her final report on child 
obesity, reportedly warns that the UK Government will not meet its ambition to halve 
child obesity by 2030, and that more must be done to prioritise children’s health, 
Nursery World reports. Professor Davies says that the Government’s National 
Obesity Plan and the NHS Long Term Plan, if implemented in full, would significantly 
reduce levels of childhood obesity and improve children’s health, but they alone will 
not meet the 2030 ambition, and makes recommendations such as extending the 
Soft Drinks levy to sweetened milk based drinks with added sugar, prohibiting eating 
and drinking on public transport, and ensure schools and nurseries play a central 
role, supported by Ofsted monitoring.  
 
Infection Prevention and Control 
 
Seasonal flu immunisation campaign launched 
 
This year’s seasonal influenza immunisation campaign has been launched by the 
Scottish Government. Trust the Facts focuses on people with health conditions and 
children aged from two to five years of age.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/early-learning-and-childcare-joint-delivery-board-minutes-june-2019/
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168919/over-13-million-uk-children-expected-to-be-obese-in-2030
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1168949/government-nowhere-near-target-of-halving-child-obesity
https://www.nhsinform.scot/campaigns/get-the-facts-about-flu
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Justice 
 
New research project on privacy in Children’s Hearings 
 
The Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration has commissioned Who Cares? 
Scotland to investigate privacy and confidentiality in the Children’s Hearings system. 
New research will seek to understand how privacy and confidentiality impacts on 
children and young people’s participation in Children’s Panels. Who Cares? Scotland 
will also explore the relationship between advocacy support and privacy, and look at 
how to improve communication with children and young people. Anyone who has 
attended a Children’s Panel is invited to share their views by completing a survey.  
 
Call for improved support for young offenders before release (England & Wales) 
 
A report by HM Inspectorate of Probation and HM Inspectorate of Prisons has raised 
concerns about the lack of support available to young offenders in England and 
Wales to prepare them for release. Children and Young People Now reports that the 
report, which looked at the experiences of 50 boys aged 12 to 17 detained in 
institutions across England and Wales, outlines a series of recommendations to 
government departments and agencies to improve the support provided to young 
offenders after release. These include a national network of community-based 
accommodation for children who posed the highest risks to the public and better co-
ordination between staff in custody and in the community to ensure help is given to 
young people after release. 
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Call for lifetime support for care experienced people (England) 
 
A summary report published following the Care Experienced Conference in Liverpool 
earlier this year has called for care experienced people to receive lifetime support to 
help them deal with the impact of their time in care. The event in April brought 
together people with experience of the care system to discuss the challenges they 
face, and concluded that there is a lack of help available when statutory support 
ends at the age of 25. Children and Young People now said the report calls for 
government policy to recognise that the care experience is a "continuous lifetime 
process" and does not simply cease at 16, 18 or 25 years of age.  
 
Mental Health 
 
Guide for those working with young people with borderline personality disorder 
 
A new good practice guide for professionals working with young people with a 
diagnosis of borderline personality disorder has been published by the Mental 
Welfare Commission. The guide focuses on a young person’s capacity to make 
decisions when they are unwell or in serious distress, and how that affects the ability 
of health and social work professionals to best treat that young person. 
 
 

https://www.whocaresscotland.org/who-we-are/blog/new-research-whats-your-information-and-whats-not/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/2007217/inadequate-post-custody-support-sets-young-offenders-up-to-fail
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/cyp/news/2007212/call-for-government-to-provide-lifetime-support-for-children-in-care
https://www.mwcscot.org.uk/news/capacity-consent-and-compulsion-young-people-borderline-personality-disorder
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Report on children’s mental wellbeing (England) 
 
The UK Government’s Department of Education has published ‘State of the nation 
2019: children and young people’s wellbeing’ to mark World Mental Health Day. This 
report evaluates wellbeing in children and young people, including statistics on the 
wellbeing of children and young people in England, wider indicators on their 
happiness with their relationships, self-reported health and experiences with school, 
and an in-depth analysis of psychological wellbeing in teenage girls. Amongst other 
findings, the report states that: 

• 84.9% of children (10-15 years old) report being relatively happy with their 
lives, but 5% report being relatively unhappy 

• children were happiest with their family, friends, and health, followed by their 
school and appearance, and wider UK/GB-wide data from the Children’s 
Society on changes in these indicators over time suggests children’s 
happiness with family has been stable over time, whilst happiness with friends 
has decreased 

• Wellbeing and mental health in teenage girls is a pressing issue given reports 
of increasing incidence of emotional problems as they move through 
adolescence, and psychological health was poorer for girls than boys of the 
same age, but declined over adolescence for both boys and girls  

 
Other 
 
Children’s rights body publishes strategic aims for next five years 
 
The Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights (Together) has published its Strategic 
Plan for 2019-24. The organisation has set out five strategic aims for the next five 
years, including ensuring law in Scotland is fully compliant with the UNCRC and 
other international human rights standards. Together also makes a commitment to 
work to ensure children and young people’s voices are listened to, respected and 
influence the world around them. The Strategic Plan was published as Together 
celebrated its tenth year anniversary.  
 
New quality framework for support services (not care at home) 
 
A new quality framework for support services (not care at home) has been published 
by the Care Inspectorate. Since 1 April last year, we have been rolling out a revised 
methodology for inspecting care and support services, building on approaches we 
have introduced in the past three years: an emphasis on experiences and outcomes; 
proportionate approaches in services that perform well; shorter inspection reports; 
and a focus on supporting improvement in quality. The revised methodology and 
quality framework reflect Scotland’s new Health and Social Care Standards, helping 
us answer key questions about the difference that care is making to people and the 
quality and effectiveness of the elements that contribute to those differences. The 
framework supports services to evaluate their own performance.  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-of-the-nation-2019-children-and-young-peoples-wellbeing
https://togetherscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2019/10/together-launches-new-strategic-plan-and-marks-10th-anniversary/
https://togetherscotland.org.uk/media/1367/strategicplan_flyer.pdf
https://togetherscotland.org.uk/media/1367/strategicplan_flyer.pdf
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5384-new-quality-framework-for-support-services-not-care-at-home
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Statement of intent for new health body 
 
Health and Social Care Scotland has published its ‘Statement of Intent’ and five 
essential elements. Their aims include: 

• supporting the planning of integrated health and social care services in our 
communities 

• collaborating to help deliver sustainable health and social care services 

• championing the voices of people who use our services, our staff and our 
communities 

• working together to shape and influence policy, practice and legislation 

• supporting the development of capable and confident system leaders 

 
Further evidence on new disclosure legislation  
 
The Scottish Parliament’s Education and Skills Committee held an evidence session 
on the Disclosure (Scotland) Bill. The balance between the protection of children and 
vulnerable people and the rights of young people with childhood convictions was 
discussed. Cheryl Campbell, Acting Director of Regulation at the Scottish Social 
Services Council, said it was clear from the discussions at the stakeholder advisory 
group that there would be challenges in achieving this balance. She said the SSSC 
would welcome joint work with Disclosure Scotland and other agencies to develop 
the guidance on applying tests of relevance. MSPs asked about the cost implications 
of the legislation and Nicola Dickie of COSLA highlighted the probable increase in 
applications in light of early learning and childcare expansion, pointing out this would 
have an impact on local authorities as well as voluntary and private providers. From 
a police perspective, Sheena Brennan suggested the move to regulated roles would 
allow consideration of applications to be more specific and therefore easier.  
 

https://hscscotland.scot/media/spotlight/statement-of-intent-future-collaborative-conversations-and-five-essential-elements.html
https://www.scottishparliament.tv/meeting/education-and-skills-committee-october-9-2019
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 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/type/news
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

