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Child Protection 
 
Online and mental health issues among threats over next 10 years, 
survey finds 
 
Risks online and poor mental health are among the biggest threats to 
UK children’s safety over the next ten years, according to a survey of 
parents for Barnardo’s. The YouGov survey asked 2,063 adults what 
five issues they thought would be the biggest threats to children by 
2030. Just over 70% of adults chose risks online, such as online 
grooming, self-harm forums and cyber-bullying, as one of their top five 
threats. Mental health issues were a top five concern of 68% of adults, 
54% chose knife crime and serious violence, while 49% chose criminal 
gangs.  
 
Charity raising awareness of support service for parents 
 
Children 1st has launched a new campaign to raise awareness of its 
Parentline service, Third Force News reports. The 

#WithAHandFromParentline campaign promotes the free online service, 
which provides support for parents and carers. 
 
Inspectorates publish familial sexual abuse report (England and Wales) 
 
A report on child sexual abuse in the family environment has been 
published by the UK Government. The report summarises findings from 
joint targeted area inspections of the multi-agency response to child 
sexual abuse in the family environment, carried out by Ofsted, the Care 
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Quality Commission and others between September 2018 and May 2019. The 
inspectorates found that the knowledge and systems in place in relation to child 
sexual exploitation are not being applied in the context of abuse within the family 
environment and, as a result, professionals lack the training and knowledge required 
to identify and protect children. The report calls for familial sexual abuse to be 
discussed “openly and honestly” by policy makers and local partners to ensure it is 
better understood, victims are protected and offenders are brought to justice.  
 
Early Learning and Childcare 
 
New online learning module for ELC staff to support STEM learning 
 
A new online learning module to support early learning and childcare (ELC) staff to 
help children learn about science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
has been launched by the Scottish Government. Developed in partnership with the 
University of the West of Scotland, the module provides a range of multi-media 
resources and activities and is a the first in a suite of free continuous professional 
learning modules being rolled out as part of a drive to increase ELC quality ahead of 
the expansion of provision in August.  
 
Latest annual local government benchmarking report published 
 
The latest annual benchmarking report for local government has been published by 
the Improvement Service. The Local Government Benchmarking Framework 
provides evidence of trends in how councils allocate resources, the performance of 
key services and levels of public satisfaction with the major services provided and 
commissioned by councils. The report, covering 2018/19, features a section on 
children’s services, including data on the percentage of publicly funded early years 
provision which is graded good or better for all quality themes by the Care 
Inspectorate.   
 
Justice 
 
CYCJ report on Scotland’s approach to children in conflict with the law 
 
A report on Scotland’s approach to children in conflict with the law has been 
published by the Centre for Youth and Criminal Justice (CYCJ). Rights Respecting? 
was published to coincide with the Kilbrandon lecture on 30 January and uses the 
United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) as a framework to 
suggest specific actions to improve policy, practice and experience in youth justice. 
The report concludes that a shift in focus is required, from focusing on children as 
troubled, challenged, vulnerable and challenging, to a focus on rights.  
 
New dates for Risk Formulation Forum announced 
 
The CYCJ has set out the dates for the Risk Formulation Forum in 2020. The Forum 
was developed to provide an informal safe reflective space for those using risk 
assessment tools to share ideas or views.  
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/learning-in-stem-in-early-years/
https://www.improvementservice.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/12082/benchmarking-overview-report-2018-19.pdf
https://www.cycj.org.uk/news/rights-respecting/
https://www.cycj.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Risk-Formulation-Forum-2020.pdf
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Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Independent Care Review calls for ‘radical overhaul’ of Scottish care system 
 
The Independent Care Review has called for a “radical overhaul” of Scotland’s care 
system as it published its final reports following three years of work. The Review 
listened to more than 5,500 experiences, of which over half came from children and 
young people with experience of the care system or adults who have lived in care 
and their families. Describing the current system as “fractured, bureaucratic and 
unfeeling for far too many children and families”, the Review calls for over 80 
changes, including in relation to regulation and scrutiny, based on five foundations 
for change: 1) voice of the children must be heard at all stages; 2) what 
all families need to thrive; 3) care, that builds childhoods for children who Scotland 
has responsibility 4) people, with a relentless focus on the importance of 
relationships and 5) scaffolding, so that the structure is there to support children and 
families when needed. 
 
The Review has produced five main reports: 

• The Promise (and a Pinky Promise for younger readers), reflecting what the 
Review heard and what Scotland must do “to make sure its most vulnerable 
children feel loved and have the childhood they deserve”  

• The Plan, explaining how this change must happen 

• The Money and Follow the Money, explaining how Scotland can invest better 
in its children and families 

• The Rules, demonstrating the current legislative framework and how it must 
change to achieve The Promise. 

 
The First Minister Nicola Sturgeon achieved the challenge of meeting 1,000 care-
experienced young people while the Independent Care Review carried out its work. 
 
Mental Health 
 
New CAMHS guidance issued to health boards 
 
New Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAHMS) guidance has been 
issued to health boards by the Scottish Government. The first national CAMHS 
Service Specification, developed in partnership with young people and their families, 
outlines the level of provision that children, young people and their families can 
expect to receive when they are referred for help within the NHS. It includes a 
number of aims, such as reducing both the waiting time for a first assessment 
appointment and the waiting time for any subsequent treatment. 
 
Children’s Mental Health Week continues 
 
Children’s Mental Health Week continues until 9 February. The week, set up by the 
charity Place2Be, aims to raise awareness of the importance of children and young 
people’s mental health and this year has a theme of Find Your Brave.  

https://www.carereview.scot/independent-care-review-reports/
https://news.gov.scot/news/care-experienced-young-people-have-their-voices-heard
https://www.gov.scot/publications/child-adolescent-mental-health-services-camhs-nhs-scotland-national-service-specification/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
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Coalition calls for investment in children’s mental health support 
 
The Scottish Children’s Services Coalition has marked Children’s Mental Health 
Week with a call for greater investment in mental health support for children and 
young people. Commenting ahead of the Scottish Government’s budget 
announcement, the Coalition called for investment to ensure children and young 
people “get the care and support they need, when they need it”, reducing the need 
for referral to specialist child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS).  
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Review highlights concerns on use of machine learning in children’s social care 
 
There are substantial reasons to be concerned about the use of machine learning in 
children’s social care, according to a report published by What Works for Children’s 
Social Care. The University of Oxford’s Rees Centre and The Alan Turing Institute 
carried out a review of the ethics of using machine learning and algorithms in 
children’s social care, concluding that a cautious, thoughtful and inclusive approach 
should be taken to ensure such techniques are used as ethically as possible.   
 
SPSO publishes revised Model Complaints Handling Procedures 
 
Revised Model Complaints Handling Procedures (MCHPs) have been published by 
the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO). Public bodies are required to 
implement the revised MCHPs over the coming business year, with full 
implementation by no later than 1 April 2021. The MCHPs were revised to 
standardise the core text across all of Scotland’s public services and update the 
content in line with: feedback from organisations under SPSO’s jurisdiction; issues 
identified from our casework; and recent research and good practice in relation to 
using alternative resolution approaches, promoting positive complaint behaviours 
and improving access to complaints for vulnerable groups.  
 
Iriss launches tool to support use of evidence in practice 
 
A tool designed to equip newly qualified social workers with the skills and confidence 
to use evidence in practice has been launched by Iriss. The Navigating Evidence 
tool, launched at a learning event in Glasgow, explores what evidence is and what is 
required to make good evidence-informed decisions.  
 
Findings of Health and Social Care Staff Experience survey published 
 
A Scottish Government survey of health and social care workers has found 78% of 
those who took part feel they are treated with dignity and respect, while 74% said 
they were treated fairly and consistently. The Health and Social Care Staff 
Experience Report 2019, a detailed analysis of the iMatter Continuous Improvement 
Model, is a survey of staff experience across NHS Scotland and health and social 
care partnerships. Overall staff satisfaction remains high, with 84% of staff agreeing 
that ‘my line manager is sufficiently approachable’ and 80% agreeing ‘my line 
manager cares about my health and wellbeing. In contrast, the proportion of staff 

https://www.thescsc.org.uk/call-for-scottish-budget-for-mental-health-for-children-and-young-people/
https://whatworks-csc.org.uk/blog/ethics-review-recommends-cautious-thoughtful-and-inclusive-approach-to-using-machine-learning-in-childrens-social-care/
https://www.spso.org.uk/the-model-complaints-handling-procedures
https://www.iriss.org.uk/news/news/2020/02/04/tool-navigating-evidence
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/corporate-report/2020/02/health-social-care-staff-experience-report-2019/documents/health-social-care-staff-experience-report-2019/health-social-care-staff-experience-report-2019/govscot%3Adocument/health-social-care-staff-experience-report-2019.pdf
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who feel their organisation cares about their health and wellbeing has reduced 
slightly to 50%, and confidence and trust in senior managers to 38%. 
 
Young Carer Grant eligibility extended to those subject to immigration control 
 
Young carers going through the immigration process will be able to apply for the 
Young Carer Grant, the Scottish Government has announced. Following discussions 
between the Scottish and UK governments to amend Home Office regulations, from 
Spring this year young carers who are subject to immigration control will be eligible 
to apply for the grant, which provides a payment of £300.  
 
 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/news/young-carer-grant-extended/
http://www.newsdirect-uk.com/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/type/news
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

