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0 COVID-19 - General

First Minister’'s Statement: COVID-19 (Lockdown: Next Steps)

The First Minister has announced that phase 3 of emerging from
lockdown would continue for some time and warned a move to phase 4

COVID-19 - General might not take place at the next review in three weeks. Shielding will be
_ . paused from 1 August and guidance will be available for people who
Child Protection have been shielding and their employers. The First Minister also

_ announced in her statement:
Early Learning and

Childcare e Schools will reopen from Tuesday 11 August. Local authorities
- may opt for a phased return to school but all pupils are expected
Justice to be back in school by Tuesday 18 August. Physical distancing
T will not be expected in the school estate, although it is

Looked After and recommended where possible in secondary schools.
Accommodated Children e Test & Protect will be in place with priority access to testing for

symptomatic pupils and staff, and surveillance testing.
Mental Health

e From Monday, counselling services, including drug and alcohol
Other Health and Social addiction programmes will able to provide essential services.

Care

HIS resource to support continued engagement

Other
NHS boards and Health and Social Care Partnerships will have access

to a new online resource to help them continue to engage with local
communities while pandemic restrictions remain in place. The new
online resource, Engaging Differently, has been created by Healthcare
Improvement Scotland and contains advice and examples to help
organisations achieve a mix of approaches to engagement, including


https://www.gov.scot/news/phase-3-continues-with-further-indicative-re-opening-dates/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc955135884db41a3346008d8348a9113%7Cdb475863b0d947e2b73f89c00d851e74%7C0%7C1%7C637317117027996467&sdata=r7gYAyc9TvmhuAmRNo1%2F%2Fsn7psU444PwbpTFMRuaSjw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues---physical-distancing-in-early-learning-and-childcare-settings-elc%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc955135884db41a3346008d8348a9113%7Cdb475863b0d947e2b73f89c00d851e74%7C0%7C1%7C637317117027996467&sdata=oY4AL%2FlLtNdXVliJ18U1aC4zfOTId8a6I9IEYrOILjo%3D&reserved=0
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/news_and_events/news/news_engaging_differently.aspx
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the repurposing of existing methods to ensure the focus is not solely on digital and
online technology.

Human rights to be at centre of COVID inquiry

Human rights will “absolutely be at the centre” of the future public inquiry into
COVID, the First Minister has confirmed. Nicola Sturgeon was responding to Labour
Leader Richard Leonard following her statement in Parliament on the next steps out
of lockdown. Mr Leonard pointed to the impact of COVID-19 in care homes and
highlighted the Scottish Human Rights Commission’s call for an independent inquiry.

Care Inspectorate Wales recovery plan (Wales)

Care Inspectorate Wales has published its recovery plan as the organisation plans to
how long this phase will last and will keep it under weekly review. There are no plans
to return to the full inspection programme during the recovery period, but Care
Inspectorate Wales will adopt an increased focus on monitoring to gain further
assurance about the quality and safety of services. The plan includes proposals for
registration, enforcement and other activity.

Child Protection

SCRA publishes annual statistics

The Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration (SCRA) has published its Official
Statistics for 2019/20. The statistics show that in 2019/20, 12,849 children and
young people in Scotland were referred to the Children’s Reporter; 10,823 on non-
offence (care and protection) grounds and 2,840 on offence grounds.

Early Learning and Childcare

Updated guidance on easing of blended childcare restrictions

The First Minister has written to all childcare providers to explain the easing of
blended childcare restrictions from 10 August. The guidance confirms the detail of
“age-appropriate public health measures” to be implemented as the changes come
into effect. Respective guidance documents for early learning and childcare
services; childminding; out of school care and fully outdoor services have been
published.

Online support sessions for childminders

The Scottish Government and Care Inspectorate are hosting a series of online
support sessions on the guidance for childcare settings operating during the
recovery period. The next session is for childminder settings on 4 August at 18:30.
The Scottish Childminding Association will also be part of the session.
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http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12733&i=115120&c=2266272#ScotParlOR
https://careinspectorate.wales/sites/default/files/2020-07/200723-From-Response-to-Recovery-en.pdf
https://www.scra.gov.uk/2020/07/scras-official-statistics-2019-20/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/SG_letters/Early_Learning_and_Childcare_-_Covid-19_-_Comms_-_Suite_of_guidance_-_CI_notice_-_July_2020_FINAL_SM.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-early-learning-and-childcare-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-early-learning-and-childcare-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childminder-services-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fully-outdoor-childcare-providers-guidance/pages/operating-conditions/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5406440919311024143?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Impact of childcare closures on mothers and pregnant women

Campaign group Pregnant Then Screwed has published a survey of almost 20,000
mothers and pregnant women, showing almost a half of mothers (46 per cent) made
redundant during the COVID-19 pandemic blame a lack of childcare provision.
Nursery World said the survey suggests 15 per cent of mothers have been made
redundant or expect to be made redundant in the next six months. Other findings
suggest 72 per cent of mothers were forced to work fewer hours due to lack of
childcare while 33 per cent have been forced to give up their childcare place due to
the pandemic.

Latest CMA review update on childminding refunds

The Scottish Childminding Association has provided an update on the Competition
and Markets Authority review into refunds and cancellations during COVID-19. The
CMA has confirmed it will issue advice to the sector on staying within the regulations
and understanding their obligations so that parents and providers receive support
and get the best results, rather than taking enforcement action.

Justice

Impact of lockdown on young people with experience of justice system

The Centre for Youth and Criminal Justice has contributed evidence to the
Independent Children’s Rights Impact Assessment, the largest study of the impact of
COVID-19 policies on the rights of children in the world. The assessment is being
undertaken by the Observatory of Children’s Human Rights Scotland and
commissioned by the Children and Young People’s Commissioner. The CYCJ
gathered the views of young people with experience of the justice system and youth
justice practitioners on the restrictions. The biggest issues facing children and young
people were isolation and lack of contact with others. Boredom, lack of activity and
being stuck at home were also reported to be significant issues in complying with
restrictions.

Looked After and Accommodated Children

Report calls for action to bridge ‘digital divide’ for care leavers

A report looking at how Scotland’s care leavers have been affected by digital
exclusion during the COVID-19 pandemic has been published by the Centre for
excellence for Children’s Care and Protection (CELCIS). The report concludes that
digital access is a key rights and inequality issue which has been amplified during
the pandemic and calls for co-ordinated activity at national and local levels to
implement solutions.
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https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/coronavirus-mothers-blame-childcare-shortage-for-redundancies
https://www.childminding.org/news/scma-update-on-competition-and-markets-authority-cma-review
https://www.cycj.org.uk/news/cycj-gives-evidence-to-worlds-biggest-covid-19-child-rights-impact-assessment/
https://cypcs.org.uk/coronavirus/independent-impact-assessment/
https://www.celcis.org/files/5615/9541/7476/Inform_Briefing_-_Bridging_the_digital_divide_for_Care_Leavers_in_Scotland__July_2020.pdf
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Mental Health

Committee reports on mental health support for children

The Scottish Parliament’s Public Petitions Committee has published its report on
mental health support for young people in Scotland. The report follows an inquiry
prompted by a petition lodged in 2016 on prescribing medication to treat mental ill
health in patients under 18 years of age, which led to further questions about the
delivery of Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services. MSPs have been a range
of recommendations to Government, including:

e Better guidance, joint working and signposting to ensure minimum level of
service provision and support for parents, carers and children.

e A public health campaign aimed at all young people to raise awareness of the
possible impact of the COVID-19 public health emergency on their mental
health and signpost them to sources of support.

e Work with relevant partners to develop an online mental health first aid
training course for all people who work with children and young people
including those who work in educational settings, health settings and third
sector organisations.

Other Health and Social Care

Iriss advertising for new Chief Executive

The Institute for Research and Innovation in Social Care is advertising for a new
Chief Executive Officer. The closing date for applications is 24 August.

Other

Jackson Carlaw resigns as leader of Scottish Conservatives

Jackson Carlaw has announced his resignation as leader of the Scottish
Conservatives, the BBC reports. Mr Carlaw said he had come to the “painful
conclusion” that he was not the best person to lead the party ahead of the elections
in 2021.
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https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/PPC/2020/7/24/Inquiry-into-mental-health-support-for-young-people-in-Scotland/PCCS052020R3.pdf
https://www.iriss.org.uk/about/vacancies/2020/07/27/chief-executive-officer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-53601518
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Disclaimer

This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children
and young people.

Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to
the original source.

We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD
Scotland.

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as
Care Inspectorate publications.

It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site.
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https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

