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 COVID-19 
 
Care Inspectorate report on response to pandemic 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published a report on its response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The report sets out the detail of what 
we have been doing to support care services and people who 
experience care during the most challenging of circumstances, 
and illustrates what we found and will do in the future to support 
the social care sector as it continues to respond to the 
pandemic.  
 

Updated infection control guidance 
 
Health Protection Scotland has updated its guidance about 
infection control precautions and discharging COVID-19 patients 
from hospital to residential settings. The update covers changes 
to the self-isolation policy for admitted patients and makes 
amendments to shielding information. 
 
Impact of COVID-19 on public finances 
 
Audit Scotland has published a briefing about the impact of 
COVID-19 on public finances. The report brings together Audit 
Scotland’s analysis of the latest position of how public money is 
being spent and funded in Scotland, and goes on to consider 
the key financial and performance risks facing the Scottish 
Government.   
 
 

https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5784-the-care-inspectorate-s-role-purpose-and-learning-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5784-the-care-inspectorate-s-role-purpose-and-learning-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-stepdown-of-infection-control-precautions-and-discharging-covid-19-patients-from-hospital-to-residential-settings/
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/report/covid-19-financial-impact
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COVID-19 
 
Update on Phase 3  
 
The Scottish Government has provided an update on the route map out of lockdown, 
confirming that Scotland will stay in Phase 3, and outlining dates for reopening of 
some services like gyms, swimming pools, outdoor sports, child contact centres, and 
others. 
 
Using technology to stay in touch during the pandemic 
 
Healthcare Improvement Scotland has published a blog by a Community 
Engagement Officer reflecting on the use of technology to stay in touch during the 
pandemic. The blog looks at face to face versus virtual meetings, and the value of 
visiting virtually. 
 
New organisation joining Public Health England and NHS Test and Trace 
 
The UK Government’s Department of Health & Social Care has confirmed the launch 
of the National Institute for Health Protection. The new Institute will combine 
elements of Test & Trace with pandemic response work previously done by Public 
Health England (PHE). In order to minimise disruption to the vital work dealing with 
the pandemic, the organisation will be formalised and operating from spring 2021. 
 
Agreement for early access to “promising” vaccines 
  
The UK Government has announced new in-principle agreements to secure early 
access to 60 million doses of the Novavax vaccine and 30 million doses of the 
Janssen vaccine, if they prove safe and effective. The UK Government will also co-
fund a clinical study of the Janssen vaccine 
 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia 
 
Dementia friendly housing 
 
The Dementia Services Development Centre has made available a presentation on 
their research based alliance and project collaborations with Marchese Partners 
architectural practice, on dementia friendly housing.  
  
Care Homes/Care at Home 
 
Care Inspectorate report to the Scottish Parliament on inspections 
 
The Care Inspectorate has laid before the Scottish Parliament a report of inspections 
it has carried out in care services in the past two weeks. This report covers 
inspections completed since the previous report submitted to Parliament on 5 
August. 
 
 

https://news.gov.scot/news/scotland-remains-in-phase-3
https://blog.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/2020/08/18/rich-tea-and-sympathy/
https://blog.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/2020/08/18/rich-tea-and-sympathy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-creates-new-national-institute-for-health-protection
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-secures-new-covid-19-vaccines-and-backs-global-clinical-trial
https://dementia.stir.ac.uk/blogs/dsdc-centred/2020-08-18/delivering-dementia-friendly-housing-overview-mpi-and-dsdc-projects
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5782-care-inspectorate-report-to-the-scottish-parliament-on-inspections-9
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Additional data on COVID-19 in adult care homes  
 
The Scottish Government has released the latest weekly data on COVID-19 testing 
and deaths in adult care homes. 
 
Carers 
 
Advice for unpaid carers and support 
 
The Scottish Government has published guidance for unpaid carers and support 
available during the COVID-19 pandemic. This guidance is for anyone who cares for 
a friend or family member who, due to a lifelong condition, illness, disability, serious 
injury, a mental health condition or an addiction, cannot cope without their support. 
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Evaluation of progress on the roll out of video consultations 
 

The Alliance has published a briefing paper summarising the key findings from a 
report evaluation the progress and achievements in relation to the roll out of video 
consultations, and people’s experiences of implementing them so far. The research 
was undertaken before the COVID-19 pandemic and a further phase of the 
evaluation has been commissioned to explore the rapid scale-up of the service in 
response to the pandemic. 
 
Other 

 
New legislation for financial scheme for survivors of historical child abuse in care 

 
The Scottish Government has introduced the Redress for Survivors (Historical Child 
Abuse in Care) (Scotland) Bill, which creates a scheme to compensate the survivors 
of historic child abuse in Scottish care homes. A new independent body, Redress 
Scotland, will be established to manage these payments. There are also provisions 
for other forms of practical and emotional support.  

Ombudsman’s findings for August 2020 

The Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO) has published its findings for 
August 2020, with information on the 36 decisions they have laid before the Scottish 
Parliament.  

  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carers/pages/overview/
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/first-evaluation-of-attend-anywhere-nhs-near-me-published/
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/first-evaluation-of-attend-anywhere-nhs-near-me-published/
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/redress-for-survivors-historical-child-abuse-in-care-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/redress-for-survivors-historical-child-abuse-in-care-scotland-bill
https://www.spso.org.uk/news-and-media/ombudsmans-findings-august-2020
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Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning adults 
and health.    
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to the 
original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including alerts 
from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 
We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only the 
main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The purpose 
of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted that these 
items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed by the Care 
Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as Care 
Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

