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COVID-19 
 
Care Inspectorate report on response to pandemic 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published a report on its response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The report sets out the detail of what we have 
been doing to support care services and people who experience care 
during the most challenging of circumstances, and illustrates what we 
found and will do in the future to support the social care sector as it 
continues to respond to the pandemic.  
 

Update on Phase 3  
 
The Scottish Government has provided an update on the route map out 
of lockdown, confirming that Scotland will stay in Phase 3, and outlining 
dates for reopening of some services like gyms, swimming pools, 

outdoor sports, child contact centres, and others.  
 
Impact of COVID-19 on public finances 
 
Audit Scotland has published a briefing about the impact of COVID-19 
on public finances. The report brings together Audit Scotland’s analysis 
of the latest position of how public money is being spent and funded in 
Scotland, and goes on to consider the key financial and performance 
risks facing the Scottish Government.   
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https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5784-the-care-inspectorate-s-role-purpose-and-learning-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5784-the-care-inspectorate-s-role-purpose-and-learning-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://news.gov.scot/news/scotland-remains-in-phase-3
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/report/covid-19-financial-impact
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COVID-19 
 
New organisation joining Public Health England and NHS Test and Trace 
 
The UK Government’s Department of Health & Social Care has confirmed the launch 
of the National Institute for Health Protection. The new Institute will combine 
elements of Test & Trace with pandemic response work previously done by Public 
Health England (PHE). In order to minimise disruption to the vital work dealing with 
the pandemic, the organisation will be formalised and operating from spring 2021. 
 
Agreement for early access to “promising” vaccines 
  
The UK Government has announced new in-principle agreements to secure early 
access to 60 million doses of the Novavax vaccine and 30 million doses of the 
Janssen vaccine, if they prove safe and effective. The UK Government will also co-
fund a clinical study of the Janssen vaccine 
 
Child Protection 
 
Scoping report on national hub for child death reviews published 
 
The Care Inspectorate and Healthcare Improvement Scotland have published a 
scoping exercise report on the co-hosted National Hub for Reviewing and Learning 
from Deaths of Children and Young People. The National Hub conducted a baseline 
scoping exercise to investigate the different types of review being carried out into the 
deaths of children and young people. This considered the whole review process, and 
included information from the notification of a death, to the outputs from the review 
process, and how learning from reviews is shared, locally and nationally. HIS and 
the Care Inspectorate said the findings have helped identify the key priority areas 
and specific actions that will be taken forward with stakeholders, including 
development of a robust methodology and implementation of a consistent review 
process that ensures every child and young person in Scotland has a quality review 
carried out following their death. 
 

Domestic abuse information for educators 
 

A new resource has been developed by Education Scotland to help teachers and 
other education staff understand their role in tackling domestic abuse. The resource 
has been created with Scottish Women’s Aid, in response to evidence showing 
domestic abuse increased during lockdown. It outlines the nature of domestic abuse, 
the indicators and impact on children and young people, and how to respond to 
potential cases of domestic abuse. 
 
Survey of parents during lockdown 
 
The difficulties facing parents during lockdown have been highlighted in a new 
survey by Barnardo’s. The poll of over 1000 UK parents found more than half found 
it difficult to cope with their children during lockdown at some point. With regard to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-creates-new-national-institute-for-health-protection
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-secures-new-covid-19-vaccines-and-backs-global-clinical-trial
http://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.org/our_work/governance_and_assurance/deaths_of_children_reviews/scoping_report_aug_20.aspx
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/self-evaluation/domestic-abuse-information-for-educators/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/half-parents-struggle-cope-impact-lockdown-childrens-behaviour
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the lockdown’s impact on children, a third of parents reported their children are often 
frustrated, with more than a quarter saying they get angry more easily and more 
than one-in-five saying they are sleeping less at times since lockdown began in 
March. While the top three things that parents thought would help their child cope 
better during the lockdown were spending time with wider friends and family, time to 
be outside in the fresh air away from the home and going back to school, 7 per cent 
said speaking to a professional children's support worker could help their child cope 
better. 
 
Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Schools and ELC settings reminded of quarantine rules for those returning to UK 
 

The Scottish Government has published a note for all childcare providers on the 
issue of children returning from countries not exempt from self-isolation or quarantine 
rules. It follows concerns raised by Scotland’s Directors of Public Health and the 
Education Recovery Group that children were attending in school when they should 
have been self-isolating at home for 14 days. The suite of childcare guidance already 
available to ELC providers will be updated to reflect the information contained within 
the notice.  
 
Views of childhood practitioners sought in new survey 
 
The research team at School of Education and Social Work at the University of 
Dundee are undertaking research into the “Practitioner Role in Early Care and 
Education from Past to Future”. BA Childhood Practice graduates are invited to take 
part in a short survey exploring their perceptions about the profession based 
on their own experiences in the current context and include some reflections 
on previous experiences and expectations. The survey takes around 15-20 mins. 
 
SCMA outlines funding concerns to Government 
 
The Executive Board of the Scottish Childminding Association has written to the 
Scottish Government to outline the concerns of its members. The letter urges 
Ministers to take urgent action to allocate financial support to childminding “at a level 
which is appropriate to the serious risks to financial viability” within childminding and 
that this financial support reflects the larger-scale funding which has been allocated 
to other providers. The SCMA suggests the eligibility of the Transitional Support 
Fund could be widened to include childminders or create another funding route to 
provide support.  
 
Learning Disabilities  
 
Health inequalities and people with learning disabilities 
 
The Scottish Learning Disabilities Observatory has published a study on ‘Avoidable 
death in children and young people with intellectual disabilities in Scotland’, reports 
the Alliance. The study reportedly finds that premature mortality is 12 times higher 

https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/coronavirus/Provider_notice_-_19_Aug.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OTEyrjoJKk2Bpl0zS82QGa5ZAdN-i8lMp7wNGdZMjdBUMzcwSUcwNEs4VTNMMzkwMlIwNU5YR0FFNC4u
https://www.childminding.org/news/scma-scottish-executive-board-letter-to-scottish-government
https://www.childminding.org/Media/Docs/Common/SEB%20letter%20to%20Maree%20Todd%20re%20financial%20support%20for%20childminders.pdf
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/study-draws-attention-to-health-inequalities-experienced-by-people-with-learning-disabilities/
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for children and young people with learning disabilities compared to other children 
and young people. 
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Funding for targeted projects 
 
The Scottish Government has announced funding of £11.6 million for targeted 
projects to help raise the attainment of care experienced young people. To help 
mitigate the impact of COVID-19, local authorities will have flexibility to redirect some 
of this Care Experienced Children and Young People funding from existing plans to 
best support the most vulnerable and disadvantaged families, with a continued focus 
on equity in education.  
 
Mental Health 
 
Warning about decline in young people’s wellbeing 
 
The National Youth Association and charity Brook have published a repport on 
young people’s health and wellbeing, stating that 72% of young people asked 
reported a decline in their mental health during the Coronavirus lockdown, Children 
& Young People Now reports. The report also states that despite being at a lower 
risk of infection from coronavirus, “the crisis has hit vulnerable young people the 
hardest”. 
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Visits to examine impact of Coronavirus on children’s social care (England) 
 
Ofsted will start focused, ungraded visits to local authorities and regulated children’s 
services to examine the impact on children’s social care of COVID-19. The visits will 
provide assurance that vulnerable children are getting the help, care and protection 
that they need, amid concerns that some have fallen out of sight during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 
Other 
 
Progress against child poverty targets 
 
The Scottish Government has published the Child Poverty Second Year Progress 
Report, which outlines the action taken towards meeting child poverty targets.  
 

Call for “urgent” action on child poverty 
 
Children’s charity Aberlour is highlighting calls for the Scottish Government to take 
“urgent” action and provide financial assistance for low income families to address 
child poverty. Members of the End Child Poverty coalition in Scotland say that the 
Scottish Government’s report on progress against Scotland’s child poverty 

https://news.gov.scot/news/gbp-11-6-million-for-looked-after-children
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/article/concerns-over-huge-decline-in-young-people-s-mental-health-during-lockdown
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-to-visit-local-authorities-and-childrens-social-care-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-to-visit-local-authorities-and-childrens-social-care-providers
https://news.gov.scot/news/action-to-tackle-child-poverty
https://www.aberlour.org.uk/new-report-suggests-scotland-faces-soaring-child-poverty-without-urgent-action-end-child-poverty-coalition-warns/
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targets shows the impact of Coronavirus on low income families, and the need for 
“urgent interim financial assistance to support families through the coming months.” 
 
 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

