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COVID-19 – General 
 
Care Inspectorate report to the Scottish Parliament on 
inspections 
 
The Care Inspectorate has laid before the Scottish Parliament a 
report of inspections it has carried out in care services in the 
past two weeks. This report covers inspections completed since 
the previous report submitted to Parliament on 2 September. 
 
Impact of COVID-19 on communities 
 
The Scottish Government has published ‘The Impact of COVID-
19 on Communities, and Priorities for Recovery: Perspectives of 
Organisations Working in Communities’, looking at the impact 
on people that the community organisations usually work with, 
changes to their work, and their short, medium and long terms 
priorities for the future. Publications are also available on the 
impact of COVID-19 on people experiencing domestic abuse,  
and estimates of groups ‘at risk’ of harmful impacts during the 
pandemic. 
 
Letter highlighting rising infection rates to care settings 
(England) 
 
The UK Government’s Director of Adult Social Care Delivery in 
the Department of Health and Social Care has written to care 
providers to highlight rising infection rates and to request action 
on testing and PPE in all care settings.  
 
  

https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5813-care-inspectorate-report-to-the-scottish-parliament-on-inspections-10
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5813-care-inspectorate-report-to-the-scottish-parliament-on-inspections-10
https://www.gov.scot/publications/impact-covid-19-communities-priorities-recovery-perspectives-organisations-working-communities/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/impact-covid-19-communities-priorities-recovery-perspectives-organisations-working-communities/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-domestic-abuse-forms-violence-against-women-girls-during-phases-1-2-3-scotlands-route-map-22-11-august-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-at-risk-groups-slide-pack/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-infection-rises-letter-to-care-providers-from-director-of-adult-social-care-delivery
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COVID-19 – General 
 

Insight report on infection prevention and control (England) 
 
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) has published the fourth in their series of 
Insight reports into the COVID-19 pandemic, exploring good practice in infection 
prevention and control. The report covers good practice in three key settings of acute 
hospital trusts, care homes, and GP surgeries, as well as work carried out to 
understand provider collaboration, and an update to regular data.  
 
New restrictions in north east (England) 
 
The UK Government has announced that new restrictions will be introduced in parts 
of north east England, namely Northumberland, North Tyneside, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, Gateshead, South Tyneside, Sunderland and County Durham. The restrictions 
include no socialising for residents outside of their own households or support 
bubble, table service only for food and drink in hospitality settings, public transport 
use only for essential purposes, and leisure/entertainment venues required to close 
between 10pm and 5am.  
 
Regulation during next phase of pandemic (England) 
 
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) has set out how they will regulate during the 
next phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, with a transitional regulatory approach 
starting with adult social care and dental services. Their approach will be focused on 
a strengthened approach to monitoring, use of technology and local relationships, 
and more targeted and focuses inspection activity.  
 
Alcohol/Drugs 
 
Recommendations for addressing alcohol-related harm among men 
 
The Scottish Health Action on Alcohol Problems (SHAAP) and the Institute of 
Alcohol Studies (IAS) have published their final report into issues relating to men and 
alcohol. The report ‘Men and Alcohol: Key Issues’ summarises the contributions and 
key findings from the 2019/2020 SHAAP/IAS 'Men and Alcohol' seminar series. 
Recommendations for addressing alcohol-related harm among men include 
strengthening restrictions on alcohol availability, joined-up services which are 
trauma-informed and exercise professional optimism, and for services to be guided 
by the expertise of individuals with lived experience.  
 
Care Homes/Care at Home 
 
Additional data on adult care homes and COVID-19 
 
The Scottish Government has published the weekly data on COVID-19 in adult care 
homes in Scotland, covering testing for COVID-19 in adult care homes and deaths 
reported by adult care homes to the Care Inspectorate.  
 
 

https://www.cqc.org.uk/publications/major-report/covid-19-insight-issue-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/stronger-measures-introduced-in-parts-of-the-north-east-to-tackle-rising-infection-rates
https://www.cqc.org.uk/news/stories/joint-statement-cqc%E2%80%99s-chief-inspectors-deputy-chief-inspector-lead-mental-health
https://www.cqc.org.uk/news/stories/joint-statement-cqc%E2%80%99s-chief-inspectors-deputy-chief-inspector-lead-mental-health
https://www.shaap.org.uk/news/322-shaap-and-ias-launch-men-and-alcohol-key-issues-report.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
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Information on investigations into “possible criminal neglect” passed to prosecutors 
 
The BBC reports that Police Scotland has passed information to the Crown Office 
and Procurator Fiscal Services (COPFS) on their investigations into “any possible 
criminal neglect” related to the deaths at the Home Farm care home. The COPFS 
has set up a Covid-19 Death Investigation Team to receive and deal with reports 
submitted by Police Scotland. 
 
Update to care home guidance 
 
Health Protection Scotland has updated its guidance for care home settings to 
Version 1.7 on COVID-19. The new version has updated advice on prevention of 
spread of COVID-19 for people at increased risk of severe illness and within care 
homes, a link to an outbreak checklist added, and updated advice on admissions, 
testing, PPE, staff, and visiting care homes.  
 
Extra funding for care homes (England) 
 
Care homes in England are to receive extra funding to try to reduce transmission of 
Coronavirus during the winter, allowing care workers to be paid full wages when self-
isolating, reduce their use of public transport and stock up on personal protective 
equipment (PPE), the BBC reports. The UK Government has also published an adult 
social care winter plan which aims to curb the spread of Coronavirus infections in 
care settings, including the extra funding, new Chief Nurses for Adult Social Care to 
provide leadership to the social care nursing workforce, and asking care providers to 
stop all but essential movement of staff between care homes.  
 
Justice 
 
Report of panel on offender rehabilitation 
 
The Scottish Government has published the Annual Report 2018-2020 for the 
Scottish Advisory Panel on Offender Rehabilitation. The role of the panel is to 
accredit programmes and endorse interventions and initiatives which support 
desistance, and also to offer support and advice to those engaged in such efforts in 
Scotland and to promote best practice in rehabilitative effort and wider desistance 
initiatives across all professionals in Scotland.  
 
Learning Disabilities 
 
Role and potential of social housing 
 
To mark Scottish Housing Day 16 September 2020 and its social housing theme, the 
Scottish Commission for Learning Disability (SCLD) has published a blog exploring 
the role and potential of social housing in the lives of people with learning/intellectual 
disabilities in Scotland. the blog highlights that considerations such as space for 
carers, accessible design, scope for adaptations and physical location can all be 
crucial to empowering people with learning/intellectual disabilities to live their best 
lives.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-54177458
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-care-home-settings/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-54186355
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-plan-to-help-protect-care-homes-from-coronavirus-over-winter
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-plan-to-help-protect-care-homes-from-coronavirus-over-winter
https://www.gov.scot/publications/sapor-annual-report-2018-2019-2019-2020/
https://www.scld.org.uk/building-back-better-for-everyone/
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Older People 
 
Warning on Test and Protect scams 
 
Age Scotland is warning older people to look out for Test and Protect scams, 
following reports of cold callers posing as contact tracers and trying to persuade 
people to divulge their bank details or other personal information on the phone. Age 
Scotland has warned that older people can be disproportionately at risk of scams 
and are especially likely to be targeted by COVID-19 fraudsters.  
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Reviewing progress towards health and wellbeing outcomes by integration 
 
Public Health Scotland has published ‘Core suite of integration indicators’, 
presenting information for each Integration Authority area and Scotland as a whole, 
on progress towards achieving national Health and Wellbeing Outcomes.  

Evidence-based healthcare 

The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE), together with other 
leaders in evidence-based healthcare, are launching a worldwide initiative to create 
awareness of the need for better evidence to inform healthcare policy, practice and 
decision making in order to improve health outcomes. The inaugural World 
Evidence-based Healthcare (EBHC) Day will be held on 20 October 2020 and 
spotlights the global impact of EBHC on health research, policy, practice and patient 
outcomes. 

Details on creation of the NIHP (England) 

The UK Government’s Department of Health and Social Care has published details 
on the creation of the National Institute for Health Protection (NIHP), which replaces 
Public Health England. The plans claim that Public Health England did not have the 
at-scale response capacity necessary to handle the pandemic. The NIHP will bring 
together health protection responsibilities discharged by PHE and new capabilities 
from Test & Trace, and aims to be operational by Spring 2021.  

Other 
 
Results of household survey 
 
The Scottish Government is highlighting that the Chief Statistician has published the 
‘Scottish Household Survey 2019 Annual Report’ and key findings. The Scottish 
Household Survey has been designed to provide reliable and up-to-date information 
on the composition, characteristics, attitudes and behaviour of Scottish households 
and individual, and covers a wide range of topic to allow links to be made between 
different policy areas.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/scotland/latest-news/2020/september/news-age-scotland-warns-people-to-beware-of-test-and-protect-scams/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/scotland/latest-news/2020/september/news-age-scotland-warns-people-to-beware-of-test-and-protect-scams/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-and-social-care/social-and-community-care/core-suite-of-integration-indicators/
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/nice-joins-global-alliance-to-shine-spotlight-on-evidence-based-healthcare
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-future-of-public-health-the-nihp-and-other-public-health-functions
https://www.gov.scot/news/living-in-scotland-in-2019/
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Journeys through and barriers to accessing accountability 
 
A report commissioned by the Scottish Government has been published by Snook 
on Commitment four of ‘Scotland’s National Open Government Action Plan 2018-20’, 
‘Improving Access to Accountability of Public Services: people & Stakeholder 
Engagement’. The report identifies the common journeys through, and barriers to, 
accessing accountability in Scotland. Four categories have been identified as 
requiring attention:  

• a lack of transparency 

• disempowerment of users and staff 

• a lack of accessibility 

• cultures of opposition 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning adults 
and health.    
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to the 
original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including alerts 
from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 
We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only the 
main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The purpose 
of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted that these 
items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed by the Care 
Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as Care 
Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-second-national-open-government-action-plan-2018-20-commitment-4-improving-access-accountability-public-services-public-stakeholder-engagement/
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

