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COVID-19 – General 

 
Study highlights lockdown difficulties for children from low-income 
backgrounds  

 
Children from low-income households experienced higher levels of 
emotional difficulties throughout lockdown than those from higher 

income households, according to an Oxford University study. The most 
recent report by the COVID-19 Supporting Parents, Adolescents, and 
Children in Epidemics (Co-SPACE) study suggests that emotional and 

restless/attention difficulties were consistently elevated among children 
and young people from low income households over a month of 
lockdown compared to those from higher income households.  

 
Latest Care Inspectorate report to Parliament on inspections 
 
The Care Inspectorate has laid before the Scottish Parliament a report 
of inspections it has carried out in care services in the past two weeks. 
This report covers inspections completed since the previous report 
submitted to Parliament on 2 September. 
 
Report on impact of COVID-19 on communities published 
 
A report on the impact of COVID-19 on communities and priorities for 
recovery has been published the Scottish Parliament. The report looks 
at the impact on people that the community organisations usually work 
with, changes to their work, and their short, medium and long terms 
priorities for the future.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2020-09-14-children-low-income-backgrounds-show-elevated-mental-health-difficulties-throughout
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2020-09-14-children-low-income-backgrounds-show-elevated-mental-health-difficulties-throughout
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5813-care-inspectorate-report-to-the-scottish-parliament-on-inspections-10
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5813-care-inspectorate-report-to-the-scottish-parliament-on-inspections-10
https://www.gov.scot/publications/impact-covid-19-communities-priorities-recovery-perspectives-organisations-working-communities/pages/1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/impact-covid-19-communities-priorities-recovery-perspectives-organisations-working-communities/pages/1/
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Latest infographic on COVID-related data in relation to children and young people 
 
A weekly infographic providing a weekly snapshot of current COVID-related data in 
relation to children and young people has been published by the Scottish 
Government. The resource includes information on attendance and COVID-related 
absence in early learning and childcare.  
 
Child Protection 
 

New multi-agency digital child protection campaign launched 
 
A new digital campaign has been launched to raise awareness of the need to keep 

children safe during the COVID-19 crisis. #KeepingChildrenSafe has been 
developed by Child Protection Committees Scotland in conjunction with Barnardo’s 
Scotland, NSPPC Scotland and Police Scotland. It urges people to be alert to signs 

that all is not well for some children and to take action if they are worried that 
something is wrong. 
 

New expert body sets out priorities for responding to trauma beyond the pandemic 
 
The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the experience of childhood trauma is 

explored in a briefing by a new expert body. The UK Trauma Council (UKTC) is a 
multi-disciplinary group bringing together 22 figures in research, policy and practice, 
hosted and supported by the Anna Freud Centre. In Beyond the Pandemic: Strategic 

priorities for responding to childhood trauma, the UKTC makes three 
recommendations: Prioritise responding to trauma in national and local strategies; 
Invest in specialist trauma provision for children and young people; Equip all 

professionals who work with children and young people with the skills and capacity 
to support those who have experienced trauma. 
 

Updated report on impact of lockdown on people experiencing domestic abuse 
 
An updated report on the impact of COVID-19 restrictions on people experiencing 

domestic abuse and other forms of violence against women and girls (VAWG) has 
been published by the Scottish Government. The report presents qualitative 
evidence, updating information from a June report on the experience of people 

experiencing domestic abuse and other forms of VAWG in the period between 22 
May and 11 August.  
 
Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Bitesize sessions to support self-evaluation launched 
 
A series of online bitesize sessions on self-evaluation have been launched as part of 
the Care Inspectorate’s Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) improvement 
programme. The sessions, designed to be viewed in sequence, aim to introduce and 
support services in completing their Key Question 5 self-evaluation and achieving 
the national standard. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-children-and-young-people-infographic/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/keeping-kids-safe-back-to-school-digital-child-protection
https://uktraumacouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Coronavirus-CYP-and-Trauma-UKTC-Policy-Briefing-Sept-2020.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-domestic-abuse-forms-violence-against-women-girls-during-phases-1-2-3-scotlands-route-map-22-11-august-2020/
https://hub.careinspectorate.com/how-we-support-improvement/care-inspectorate-programmes-and-publications/early-learning-and-childcare-improvement-programme/
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Childcare data published as part of Scottish Household Survey 
 
Data on the use and costs of childcare has been published as part of the Scottish 
Household Survey. The Scottish Government has published the latest findings of the 
survey, which has run continuously since 1999 based on a sample of the general 
population in private residences in Scotland. The childcare report presents data on 
the use of childcare by households with a child aged between two and five years old, 
not yet at school. The full survey report and key findings are also available.  
 
Montessori to launch new international institute in partnership with university 
 
Nursery World reports that the International Montessori Institute is to be launched 
alongside the appointment of the world’s first Professor of Montessori Education. 
The Institute has been set up through the Montessori St Nicholas charity partnering 
with Leeds Beckett University’s Carnegie School of Education and there are plans 
for the UK’s first dedicated degrees, masters and PhDs in Montessori education to 
be offered over the next five years.   
 
SCMA launches survey on financial support for SCMA 
 
A survey on impact of COVID-19 on childminding businesses has been launched by 
the Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA). In a statement highlighting the 
survey, the SCMA said it is “actively working to build a stronger case for financial 
support for childminders” to help support services impacted by the pandemic. 
 
Health  
 
Play Scotland publishes loose parts play report following pilot project 
 
A report on the ‘power of loose parts play’ has been published by Play Scotland 
following a pilot project. The Playful Schools Project was a collaboration between 
Play Scotland and ScrapAntics CIC, funded by the Scottish Government’s Wellbeing 
Fund and delivered through Loose Parts Play sessions across Dundee’s Community 
Hubs during the summer break. According to the report, the project demonstrated: 
outdoor, free play is crucial to children’s mental health and wellbeing; children want 
to play and make full use of any free play opportunities offered; Loose Parts Play 
supports children to continue to achieve developmental milestones; provision of free 
play opportunities within the context of COVID-19 is entirely feasible. 
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Annual rates for integration indicators published 
 
Public Health Scotland has published annual rates for the Core Suite of Integration 
Indicators for each integration authority (IA) area and Scotland. IAs are required to 
report on the indicators within their annual performance reports to help review 
progress towards achieving each of the national Health and Wellbeing 
Outcomes and to help identify areas for improvement to aid with strategic planning. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-household-survey-childcare-topic-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-household-survey-2019-annual-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-household-survey-2019-key-findings/
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/montessori-st-nicholas-to-open-new-institute-with-leeds-beckett-university
https://www.childminding.org/news/strengthening-the-case-for-financial-support-for-childminding-how-you-can-help
https://www.playscotland.org/resources/playful-schools-the-power-of-loose-parts-play/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-and-social-care/social-and-community-care/core-suite-of-integration-indicators/
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Funding increase for youth work announced 
 
A 30% increase in funding for youth work has been announced by the Scottish 
Government. The new £3m youth work education recovery fund will be administered 
by YouthLink Scotland and is open for applications from community learning and 
development services. Submissions will support partnership work between 
November 2020 and the end of August 2021.  
 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 

and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/news/boost-for-scottish-youth-work/
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

