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COVID-19 – General 
 
Care Inspectorate further information to Committee 
 
Further information has been provided by the Care Inspectorate 
to the Scottish Parliament’s Health and Sport Committee 
following the pre-budget scrutiny session on Tuesday 25 
August. The Committee had contacted the organisation seeking 
further detail in a number of areas including the body’s 
legislative requirements and powers, fees and funding, 
intelligence-led scrutiny, improvement activity and the impact of 
the pandemic. 
 
New COVID-19 notifications process 
 
The Care Inspectorate has changed some of its COVID-19 
notifications to make them easier to use. Four specific 
notifications have been created so services can inform the Care 
Inspectorate when there are suspected or confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 and when these end. The four new notifications are 
specifically: 
1) Suspected cases of COVID-19 
2) End of suspected outbreak of COVID-19  
3) Confirmed cases of COVID-19 notification 
4) End of confirmed COVID-19 outbreak notification 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_HealthandSportCommittee/Inquiries/20200924_Ltr_IN_from_Care_Inspectorate.pdf
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5825-covid-19-outbreak-notifications?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Additional funding to help pandemic response 
 
The health and social care sector is to receive £1.1 billion in additional funding to 
meet COVID-19 related costs such as additional staffing or sickness expenditure, 
enhanced infection prevention and control measures, and the purchase of PPE, the 
Scottish Government has announced.  
 
PPE strategy for potential second wave 
 
The UK Government’s Department of Health and Social Care has published a 
personal protective equipment (PPE) strategy setting out their approach to preparing 
for a second wave of COVID-19, and covering supply and logistics for distribution of 
PPE. 
 
Weekly COVID-19 statistics 
 
Public Health Scotland (PHS) has released its weekly COVID-19 statistical report. By 
Sunday 27 September, 9,980 individuals have been recorded in the contact tracing 
software, leading to 47,561 contacts being traced. There have been 27,798 
confirmed cases while 735,937 people have tested negative. In the week ending 27 
September, there have been 94 admissions to hospital with confirmed COVID-19 
and 11 patients have been treated in intensive care.  
 

Human rights implications of COVID-19 response 
 
The House of Commons and House of Lords Joint Committee on Human Rights has 
published a report on the human rights implications of the UK Government’s 
response to COVID-19. The report considers the impact on those held in prison and 
young offenders’ institutions, those held in immigration detention settings, and young 
people with autism and/or learning difficulties who are detained in assessment and 
treatment units or other settings. 
 
Community groups asked to share experiences of the pandemic 
 
The Scottish Government’s Social Renewal Advisory Board is asking organisations 
and community groups to share their experiences in responding to the pandemic, 
and their engagement with people with lived experience of poverty and inequality, to 
inform their discussions on building a fairer, more equal Scotland.  
 
Alcohol and Drugs  
 
Discussion on problem drug use 
 
The UK Parliament’s Scottish Affairs Committee has held a roundtable discussion to 
hear views on the UK Government’s response to their previous report into problem 
drug use in Scotland. The discussion has involved academia, healthcare, law 
enforcement, charity and service delivery sectors.  
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/gbp-1-1b-for-health-and-social-care-sector/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personal-protective-equipment-ppe-strategy-stabilise-and-build-resilience
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/2649/documents/26914/default/
https://news.gov.scot/news/rebuilding-a-fairer-scotland-after-covid-19
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/136/scottish-affairs-committee/news/119486/problem-drug-use-scottish-affairs-committee-holds-round-table-discussion-to-hear-views-on-governments-response/
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Alzheimer’s/Dementia 
 
Investigation into impact of COVID-19 on people living with dementia 
 
The Alzheimer’s Society has published the results of an investigation into the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on people living with dementia, their carers, family and 
friends. ‘Worst hit: dementia during coronavirus’ sets out the experiences of families 
living with dementia, with reported impacts on family and carers of depression, 
insomnia and exhaustion, as an estimated 92 million extra hours have been spent by 
family and friends caring for people living with dementia.   
 
Care Homes/Care at Home 
 
Fortnightly report on inspections 
 
The Care Inspectorate has laid before the Scottish Parliament a report of inspections 
it has carried out in care services in the past two weeks. 
 
COVID-19 in adult care homes 
 
The Scottish Government has published weekly data on COVID-19 testing and 
deaths in adult care homes in Scotland. The Parliamentary report is in addition to the 
normal process of publishing full inspection reports. For each care service inspected, 
inspection reports will be published by the Care Inspectorate in due course. 
 
Disabilities 
 
Bill to introduce opportunities for disable children and young people 
 
Johann Lamont MSP has introduced the Disabled Children and Young People 
(Transitions to Adulthood) (Scotland) Bill. The bill aims to improve opportunities for 
disabled children and young people as they grow up. This bill considers children to 
be under 18 and young people to be between 18 and 26. It calls for the Scottish 
Government to create a strategy and have a minister focusing on improving 
opportunities for children and young people, while local authorities would be required 
to have plans for children and young people as they move into adulthood.  
 
Health 

 
Information on health of adults in Scotland 
 
The Scottish Health Survey 2019 provides information on the health, and factors 
relating to health, of adults and children in Scotland. Topics include general health, 
cardiovascular conditions, disease, alcohol, smoking, physical activity, dental health, 
diet, obesity, mental wellbeing and Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/news/2020-09-29/exhausted-family-and-friends-spent-92-million-extra-hours-caring-loved-ones
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5828-care-inspectorate-report-to-the-scottish-parliament-on-inspections-30-september-2020
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/disabled-children-and-young-people-transitions-to-adulthood-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/disabled-children-and-young-people-transitions-to-adulthood-scotland-bill
https://news.gov.scot/news/scottish-health-survey-2019-published
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Mental Health 
 
Adults with incapacity monitoring report 
 
The Mental Welfare Commission (MWC) has published a monitoring report on the 
Adults with Incapacity Act (AWI Act) for 2019-20. The MWC examines the use of 
welfare guardianship orders for adults with a mental illness, learning disability (LD), 
and related conditions (including dementia), to determine how and for whom the AWI 
Act is being used. Among the key findings is that the use of guardianship orders is at 
its highest level, up from over 6,400 people on a guardianship order in 2012, to 
almost 16,000 at March 2020.  
 
Older People 
 
UN International Day of Older Persons (1 October 2020) 
 
The theme for the United Nations International Day of Older Persons 2020 is 
pandemics, and Age Scotland is highlighting the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on older people. Their response to the pandemic includes the introduction of their 
Age Scotland Friendship Line and a report on the impacts of the lockdown on people 
living with dementia.  
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Whistleblowing Disclosure Report 2019-20 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published our Whistleblowing Disclosure Report 2019 – 
2020. The report covers complaints received, revoked, and completed, as well as the 
impact of whistleblowing complaints.  
 
Scheduled dates for social care inquiry 
 
The Scottish Parliament’s Health & Sport Committee has scheduled dates to take 
evidence on its social care inquiry. A session with experts is scheduled for 6 
October, and sessions with those in receipt of social care and those delivering it 
have been scheduled for 17 and 24 November, respectively. The committee has 
updated the inquiry page following the establishment of the government’s 
independent review of adult social care, which is due to report in January 2021, with 
an explanation that the Committee wants to get a user perspective on the findings 
before the publication of its report 
 

Social care data 
 
Public Health Scotland has published data on people receiving social care support 
and services in Scotland for 2018/19. The statistics in the publication cover a range 
of themes, both social care specifically and in the context of integrated health and 
social care. Key themes include people’s choices under self-directed support, and 
the support delivered at home or in a care home. Main points include: 

• An estimated 1 in 20 people of all ages in Scotland were reported as receiving 
social care support and services at some point during 2018/19. 

https://www.mwcscot.org.uk/news/new-data-shows-rise-numbers-guardianship-orders-scotland
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/scotland/latest-news/2020/october/international-day-of-older-persons-2020/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/5830-whistleblowing-disclosure-report-2019-2020
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/113970.aspx
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-and-social-care/social-and-community-care/insights-in-social-care-statistics-for-scotland/
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• It is estimated that nearly four out of five (79.4%) people were involved in 
choosing and controlling their support through self-directed support options 
(based on circumstances where people have a choice). 

• An estimated 91,810 people in Scotland received home care for the whole or 
part of the year ending 31 March 2019. This is equivalent to 17 people per 
1,000 population. 

• Some 45,845 people received funding towards a long stay care home place in 
Scotland for the whole or part of 2018/19. In addition, a further 5,760 people 
were supported during a short stay in a care home, such as for respite or for 
reablement (figures exclude Orkney and Western Isles). 

• In 2018/19, an estimated 136,900 people had an active community alarm 
and/or a telecare service. This is a 3.8% increase in provision from the 
previous year. 

 
Recommendation that care workers be on shortage occupation list  
 
The Migration Advisory Committee in publishing their ‘Review of the Shortage 
Occupation List: 2020’, has recommended senior care workers and nursing 
assistants be among the occupations added to the list.  
 

 

 
 

Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning adults 
and health.    
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to the 
original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including alerts 
from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 
We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only the 
main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The purpose 
of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted that these 
items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed by the Care 
Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as Care 
Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/922019/SOL_2020_Report_Final.pdf
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

