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COVID-19 – General 
 
New restrictions announced as COVID-19 cases rise 
 
New restrictions have been announced by the First Minister as the 
number of positive COVID-19 cases continues to rise in Scotland. New 
temporary rules apply to the hospitality sector, contact sports and 
training, and indoor activities, while people are being asked to avoid 
public transport unless it is for work or school.  
 
SHRC publishes report on COVID-19 impact on care and human rights 
 
A monitoring report on the impact of COVID-19 on social care and 
human rights has been published by the Scottish Human Rights 
Commission (SHRC). The report suggests the pandemic has had a 
“profound” impact on the way social care support is delivered, “leading 
to significant gaps in the realisation of rights for people who rely on such 
support, including unpaid carers”. The SHRC calls for a commitment 
from the Scottish Government and COSLA to recommencing care 
packages at pre-pandemic levels at a minimum, with disabled people, 
family carers, older people and children and young people informed in 
an accessible and timely manner of the next steps in relation to the 
resumption of their care. 
 
Funding agreement announced to support local government recovery 
 
A package of financial flexibilities and extra funding for local authorities 
worth up to £750m has been agreed by the Scottish Government and 
COSLA. Councils will be granted additional spending powers worth  
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https://www.gov.scot/news/new-moves-to-stop-covid-19-spread/
https://www.scottishhumanrights.com/media/2102/covid-19-social-care-monitoring-report-vfinal.pdf
https://news.gov.scot/news/supporting-local-government-recovery
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around £600m to address the financial pressures caused by COVID-19 over the next 
two years. An estimated £90m Lost Income Scheme will also be established to help 
compensate councils for lost sales, fees and charges, which can be topped up with 
an additional £49m for trusts delivering services on behalf of councils. 
 
Additional Support Needs 
 
Pilot post-diagnostic support service for people with autism 
 
A new national post-diagnostic support service is to be piloted to help children and 
adults with autism. Backed by £250,000 of Scottish Government funding, the pilot 

National Post Diagnostic Support Programme will provide online and practical 
support help to those diagnosed with autism to understand and embrace their 
identities. An awareness campaign is also being launched to challenge stigma and 
myths regarding autism. 
 
Child Protection 
 
Child Abuse Inquiry to hear evidence relating to boarding schools 
 
The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry is to hear evidence relating to the abuse of children 
in boarding schools. The first part of the case study will focus on the background and 
context for boarding schools while the remainder will focus on the investigation of 
specific institutions in Scotland. The phase 6 hearings will begin in January 2021. 
 
Barnardo’s launches helpline for vulnerable BAME children and families 
 
The UK’s first helpline supporting vulnerable Black, Asian and minority ethnic 
children and families impacted by COVID-19 has been launched by Barnardo’s. Bolo 
will provide therapeutic support and a live webchat facility for those struggling to deal 
with issues relating to the pandemic, on top of entrenched existing inequalities.  
 
Proposed domestic abuse protection legislation introduced to Parliament  
 

A proposed Bill to give the police and courts new powers to protect the victims of 
domestic abuse has been introduced to Parliament by the Scottish Government. The 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill will allow the police to issue short-term 
notices to prevent abusers from coming into contact with their victims. It also 
contains provisions for ending tenancies involving abusive relationships.  
 
NSPCC reports rise in calls about children living with domestic abuse  
 
The NSPCC has reported a rise of 49% in the number of contacts from people 
concerned about children living in homes with domestic abuse since the introduction 
of lockdown measures. The charity received 818 contacts to its helpline during 
August, with more than 4,500 concerns raised by members of the public between 
April and September 2020.  
 

https://news.gov.scot/news/supporting-and-celebrating-different-minds
https://www.childabuseinquiry.scot/news/scottish-child-abuse-inquiry-hearings-commencement-of-phase-6/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/barnardos-launches-new-uk-specialist-helpline
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2020/domestic-abuse-calls-rise/#pageref148564
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Early Learning and Childcare 
 
New ELC induction resource launched 
 
A new induction resource for early learning and childcare (ELC) has been published 
by the Scottish Government. The publication provides new ELC employees with all 
the relevant information they need on what to expect in their first few months in post, 
including regulatory information and signposts to the most up-to-date resources and 
good practice.  
 
Letter to ELC providers following new restrictions announcement 
 
The Scottish Government has written to early learning and childcare providers on 
the back of the First Minister’s announcement of new restrictions in Scotland. The 
letter clarifies that the announcement has no effect on current childcare 
arrangements and reiterates other guidance and information for the sector.  
 
Latest Scottish Government ELC COVID-19 update published 
 
The latest monthly Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) COVID-19 update has been 
published by the Scottish Government. The newsletter provides a range of 
information on subjects such as: access to testing; quarantining; support funds for 
services; organised activities for children; and other relevant data and analyses.   
 
Care Inspectorate poster to help prevent spread of COVID-19 in ELC settings 
 
A poster to support early learning and childcare (ELC) settings to keep children and 
families safe from COVID-19 has been launched by the Care Inspectorate. The 
poster summarises measures to take to help prevent the spread of the virus.  
 
SOSCN launches survey on reopening of services 
 
A survey on the reopening of surveys has been launched by the Scottish Out of 
School Care Network (SOSCN). SOSCN is looking to get a better idea of how 
services have reopened and some of the challenges faced in the process.  
 
Childminding Workforce Support Fund to re-open for applications 
 
The Childminding Workforce Support Fund will re-open for new applications on 15 
October, as highlighted by the Scottish Childminding Association. The Scottish 
Government has confirmed funding of £330,000 to enable more childminders 
experiencing financial hardship during COVID-19 to receive awards of £350. 
 
Guidance updated to reflect change in mother/baby group rules 
 
Guidance for the running of organised activities for children and young people has 
been updated to reflect a change in the rules regarding the maximum number of 
adults who can attend indoor mother/baby groups. The maximum number of adults 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/early-learning-childcare-national-induction-resource/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/provider_notice_-_FM_statement_-_Oct_2020_c.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/correspondence/2019/03/early-learning-and-childcare-elc-expansion-monthly-updates/documents/elc-covid-19-update-30-september-2020/elc-covid-19-update-30-september-2020/govscot%3Adocument/Scottish%2BGovernment%2BEarly%2BLearning%2Band%2BChildcare%2BCOVID-19%2BUpdate%2B30%2BSeptember.pdf
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/coronavirus/Keeping_children_and_families_safe_ELC_poster.pdf
https://freeonlinesurveys.com/s/WQaJCyIh#/0
https://www.childminding.org/covid-19/workforce-fund
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/pages/overview/
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who can attend the groups and associated organised activities at any one time has 
been set to 10, where all children in the group are less than 12 months old. 

• Early Years Scotland has provided an Easy Read version of the guidance. 
 
SCMA moves head office 
 
The Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) has moved its head office to new 
premises at Argyll Court, Castle Business Park, Stirling. All other contact details, 
including telephone numbers and email addresses, remain the same.  
 
Education 
 
National 5 exams not to go ahead in 2021 
 
National 5 exams will not go ahead in 2021, Education Secretary John Swinney has 
announced. Grades will be rewarded by teacher assessments and coursework to 
help reduce the volume of exams and lower public health risk. Higher and Advanced 
Higher exams will go ahead as usual, but two weeks later than planned.  
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
New national standards for secure care launched 
 
New national standards and a pathway for secure care have been launched by the 
Scottish Government. The Secure Care Pathway and Standards Scotland have been 
designed to ensure support is provided before, during and after care, and to deliver a 
consistent, unified approach to caring for this vulnerable group in all council areas. 
Children and young people in care and with experience of care were involved in 
developing the standards along with secure care staff, local government and the 
Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice (CYCJ).    
 
System prevents disabled people becoming foster parents, study finds (England) 
 
Many disabled people are prevented from becoming foster parents due to negative 
attitudes and unnecessary barriers, according to a study by the University of 
Worcester. The report suggests that there are thousands of disabled people that 
could help relieve recruitment issues in the sector but everyday practice in the sector 
put avoidable barriers in the way. The report also notes that Ofsted collects data on 
the age and ethnicity of foster parents but it does not monitor the numbers of 
disabled people involved in fostering.  
 
Mental Health 
 
COVID-19 mental health transition and recovery plan published 
 
A transition and recovery plan for mental health in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic has been published by the Scottish Government. The plan lays out key 
areas of mental health need that have arisen as a result of COVID-19 and lockdown, 

https://earlyyearsscotland.org/blog/eys-easy-read-guidance-for-unregulated-activities-for-children-updated-6-october
https://www.childminding.org/news/scma-head-office-has-moved
https://www.gov.scot/news/sqa-awards-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/secure-care-pathway-standards-scotland/
https://www.worcester.ac.uk/about/news/2020-could-disabled-people-be-the-answer-to-the-fostering-crisis
https://www.gov.scot/publications/mental-health-scotlands-transition-recovery/
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and the actions that the Scottish Government will take to respond to that need. The 
plan includes a range of actions related to issues affecting the mental health and 
wellbeing of children, young people and their families. 
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Care Inspectorate publishes annual whistleblowing disclosures report 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published its Whistleblowing Disclosures Report 2019/20. 
The Prescribed Persons (Reports on Disclosures of Information) Regulations 2017 
require us to report annually on a range of factors relating to workers’ disclosures. In 
2019/20 we received 1,377 whistleblowing complaints from workers in registered 
social care services, relating to alleged failures to comply with legal obligations, or 
allegations that the health and safety of an individual or individuals had been or was 
likely to be, endangered. Of these, 90 (7%) were resolved by direct service action 
without the need for a formal investigation, we logged 465 as intelligence (34%), 250 
(18%) were passed directly to providers to investigate, and 330 (24%) were revoked.  
 

Alison Bavidge appointed SASW National Director 
 
Alison Bavidge has been appointed new National Director for Scotland of the 
Scottish Association of Social Workers (SASW). Ms Bavidge, formerly of the Care 
Inspectorate, has written a blog introducing herself in her new role.  
 
Ending Homelessness action plan updated to reflect COVID-19 impact 
 
The Scottish Government’s Ending Homelessness Together action plan has been 
updated. The updated plan includes existing plans for tackling homelessness 
alongside new recommendations from the Homelessness and Rough Sleeping 
Action Group, which reconvened in June, on the actions needed in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Measures in the plan include the replacement of night shelters 
with rapid rehousing welcome centres for people who would otherwise be sleeping 
rough this winter.  
 
Feeling loved and positive relationships key to children’s wellbeing, ONS study finds 
 
Feeling loved and having positive, supportive relationships are the top priorities for 
children to have a happy life, according to a study of UK children’s perspectives on 
wellbeing by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). The qualitative analysis of UK-
wide focus groups suggests children see feeling safe as an essential element of their 
happiness, alongside personal expression, school experiences and family finances.  
 
Timetable announced for new CPL requirement 
 
The Scottish Social Services Council has published the timetable for the new 
continuous professional learning (CPL) requirement, which comes in at the end of 
October. On 30 October, the new CPL requirement will be launched and guidance 
will be available for registered workers and employers. The MyLearning app will be 
launched in November. 

https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/5829/Whistleblowing%20disclosure%20report%202019-20%20final.pdf
https://www.basw.co.uk/media/news/2020/oct/hello-alison-bavidge-new-national-director-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ending-homelessness-together-updated-action-plan-september-2020/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/articles/childrensviewsonwellbeingandwhatmakesahappylifeuk2020/2020-10-02
https://news.sssc.uk.com/news/timetable-for-the-new-cpl-requirement?gator_td=y%2fjkpssD0FEH6s9o5WRdBifXlZ2UvjheLyjF%2bIUpjbFB4sLPFM12QQcyKPQUHYgpTXjD3%2fsFp0O5XOpuxLG09Dbe7XGCmwr%2bB3c%2byth2PF3EPYupTziG7EZruYzqoP4ixG7N89VBZdiSsZOVGuJJBViMjQpXpSAw5T0y2dOupfYK5dNyS9m5xAYOk6cEJQ0XYyIpeA6LtRwX%2b1IylqhByg%3d%3d
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JRF report calls for ‘bold action’ to address child poverty in Scotland 
 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) has called for “bold action” at a UK and 
Scottish level to address child poverty. In a new report, the JRF said Scotland is not 
on course to meet interim child poverty targets within three years and set out a range 
of actions in relation to jobs, housing and income support.  
 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/poverty-scotland-2020
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

