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COVID-19 - General 
 
Latest Public Health Scotland COVID-19 statistics 
 

Public Health Scotland has released its weekly COVID-19 statistical 
report. By Sunday 21 March, there had been 213,888 confirmed cases, 
with 3,515 in the latest week. In the same week, there were 185 
admissions to hospital with confirmed COVID-19 and 17 new patients 
were treated in intensive care. 651 people aged 5-17 tested positive. 
 
NICE guideline on management of COVID-19 in children and adults 
 
A guideline for the management of COVID-19 in children and adults has 
been published by the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 
(NICE). The guideline covers the management of clinically or lab-
diagnosed COVID-19 for children, young people and adults across all 
care settings. It lists the key symptoms of COVID-19 for identifying 
patients with severe illness, including confusion, reduced oxygen levels, 
and shortness of breath. In addition, the guideline includes updated 
recommendations on two treatment options for COVID-19. 
 
Barnardo’s publishes tips for parents to help children with bereavement 
 
Barnardo’s has published tips for parents to help their children cope with 
the death of a family member during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
guidance coincides with the charity’s launch of a TV campaign 
highlighting the importance of support services for children and young 
people who have experienced bereavement, loss or grief. 
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https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/NG191
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/coping-grief-barnardos-tips-parents-about-how-talk-their-children-about-death-during-pandemic
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Autism and Learning/Intellectual Disability 
 
Autism and learning/intellectual disability transformation plan published 
 
A new autism and learning/intellectual disability transformation plan has been 
published by the Scottish Government. Towards Transformation has been produced 
in partnership with COSLA and a range of stakeholders and sets out a plan for the 
next two years aimed at ensuring that the human rights of autistic people and people 
with learning/intellectual disabilities are respected and protected and that they are 
empowered to live their lives, the same as everyone else. 

 
Child Protection 
 
Consultation on regulation of child contact centres launched 
 
A consultation on the regulation of child contact centre services has been launched 
by the Scottish Government. The Children (Scotland) Act 2020 gives ministers the 
power to regulate child contact centres and the Scottish Government is seeking 
views on various aspects of what that would look like, including accommodation 
standards, staff and volunteer training standards, and complaints procedures. The 
consultation notes that the Care Inspectorate is the preferred option for the role and 
that engagement is underway with a view to reaching agreement on this in advance 
of the regulations being laid in early 2022. The deadline for responses is 12 July.  
 
Initial findings on children’s risky online behaviour prevalence and associated factors  
 
Initial findings on the prevalence and associated factors of children’s engagement in 
risky online behaviours has been published by the Scottish Government. The 
survey, based on data from the Growing Up in Scotland Survey, found that most 
children at age 12 reported spending one to three hours a day on social media, with 
60% of children stating they had not engaged in any of the behaviours measured.  
 
Evidence review on abuse and neglect in early childhood (England) 

 
An evidence review on patterns of abuse and neglect in early childhood in England 
has been published by the Nuffield Foundation. The report calls for urgent re-
evaluation of the current system, with a focus on how public services and agencies 
can adopt a holistic and collaborative approach to support young children at risk of 
abuse and neglect. The review also highlights the impact of COVID-19, including an 
increase in incidents of serious harm to young children in the early months of the 
pandemic and a disruption in the normal pathways for referring children to services. 
 
Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Report sets out Care Inspectorate role and learning in ELC during pandemic 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published a report setting out how we adapted our 
support and monitoring of Scotland’s early learning and childcare (ELC) settings 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/03/learning-intellectual-disability-autism-towards-transformation/documents/learning-intellectual-disability-autism-towards-transformation/learning-intellectual-disability-autism-towards-transformation/govscot%3Adocument/learning-intellectual-disability-autism-towards-transformation.pdf
https://consult.gov.scot/justice/regulation-of-child-contact-centre-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/engaging-risky-online-behaviour-initial-findings-prevalence-associated-factors-age-12-growing-up-scotland-survey/
https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/publications/protecting-young-children-at-risk-abuse-neglect
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/6029-early-learning-and-childcare-report-our-role-purpose-and-learning-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
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during the pandemic.  The report includes real-life stories from providers across 
Scotland to highlight how we supported different settings as they continued to 
provide children with safe, engaging and stimulating care and learning experiences 
in difficult circumstances.  It highlights strengths that have emerged despite the 
challenges and identifies a number of key learnings to take forward.     
  
Report sets out findings of special inspection focus on equity and excellence leads 
 
A report setting out the findings from a special inspection focus on equity and 
excellence (EE) leads has been published by the Scottish Government. The EE role 
has been implemented following the Scottish Government’s commitment to ensure 
an additional graduate in early learning and childcare (ELC) in Scotland’s most 
deprived areas. During the inspection year April 2019 to March 2020, the Care 
Inspectorate gathered information on the role of EE leads, seeking to understand 
how the commitment was being implemented and supported, and how well the role 
is understood by staff. Follow up detail was provided on specific case studies from 
March to December 2020.   
 
New milk and healthy snack scheme to replace UK scheme this year 
 
The Scottish Milk and Healthy Snack Scheme will replace the existing UK Nursery 
Milk Scheme for regulated pre-school childcare settings in Scotland from 1 
August.  The purpose of the scheme, to be delivered by local authorities, is to 
support improvement in children’s health in the earliest years. Settings wishing to 
participate in the scheme will need to register with their local authority; more 
information on how settings can register will be provided in May.   
 
ELC equalities data published 
 
Statistics on key equality characteristics in early learning and childcare (ELC) have 
been published by the Scottish Government. The publication, bringing together data 
from the ELC Census, Care Inspectorate and the Scottish Social Services Council 
(SSSC), covers children and staff between 2014 and 2020. 
 
Case studies sought on use of Gender Equal Play resource 
 
Zero Tolerance and the Care Inspectorate are seeking examples of how practitioners 
across Scotland are supporting gender equality in early learning and childcare 
(ELC). In 2018, we co-produced a Gender Equal Play practice resource and would 
now like to hear how the resource has supported gender equal practice in ELC 
settings. The case studies will be shared with organisations working in ELC, 
including through a booklet of examples. The deadline for responses is 30 April.  
 
Update on interim Funding Follows the Child and National Standard guidance 
 
The Scottish Government has published an update on interim guidance on Funding 
Follows the Child and the National Standard for early learning and childcare (ELC) 
providers. The update reflects on the impact of COVID-19 since publication of the 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/equity-excellence-leads-report-care-inspectorate-special-inspection-focus-update-development-role/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/maternal-and-child-health/milk-and-healthy-snack-scheme/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/early-learning-and-childcare-statistics-equalities-data-for-2014-2020/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GGT2BTC
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/4704/Gender%20equal%20play%20in%20early%20learning%20and%20childcare.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/funding-follows-the-child-and-the-national-standard-for-early-learning-and-childcare-providers-interim-guidance---update-march-2021/
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previous guidance and sets out the requirements on ELC settings and local 
authorities following the rollout of 1,140 funded hours from August 2021. 
 
School age childcare progress report published by Scottish Government 
 
A report that sets out progress towards developing a strategic policy framework for 
school age childcare has been published by the Scottish Government. The progress 
report highlights developments since a consultation on a draft framework for out of 
school care was published in 2019 and considers the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the future for the sector. Commitments in the report include developing 
a children’s charter for school age childcare, a financial sustainability health check to 
understand the impacts of COVID-19 and support for a childminding school age 
childcare project in partnership with the Scottish Childminding Association.  
 
Financial support for school aged childcare announced by Children’s Minister 
 
Targeted financial support for school age childcare services has been announced by 
the Scottish Government. Coinciding with publication of the school age childcare 
progress report, Children’s Minister Maree Todd announced: up to £3m through the 
government’s Temporary Restrictions Fund, targeted solely at providers of school 
aged childcare following the full reopening of nurseries and other early learning and 
childcare settings. Ms Todd also confirmed funding for three childcare pilot projects 
to test different approaches to providing school-age childcare and for the SCMA as 
part of the Access to Childcare Fund to develop the Community Childminding model.  
 
SOSCN publishes latest workforce survey results 
 
The Scottish Out of School Care Network (SOSCN) has published the results of its 
most recent workforce survey. Challenges highlighted in the 2020 results include 
time constraints due to limited hours, low pay and COVID-19 restrictions. The most 
common issue that staff would like changed is for greater professional recognition. 
 
SOSCN launches manifesto ahead of elections  
 
The Scottish Out of School Care Network (SOSCN) has published its manifesto 
ahead of the upcoming Scottish Parliament elections. SOSCN’s key asks include 
long-term and targeted economic recovery funding for the childcare sector, gender 
equality supported by the provision of school age childcare, subsidised breakfast 
clubs for families experiencing poverty, and subsidised support to enable care-
experienced children and children from black and ethnic minority communities to 
access after school and holiday clubs. 
 
Review on improving outcomes in first 1,001 days published (England) 
 
A review into reducing inequalities during the first 1,001 days of life has been 
published by the UK Government. The review was led by Andrea Leadsom MP and 
highlights a number of action areas to improve health outcomes in babies and young 
children, including a requirement for local authorities to produce a clear ‘Start for Life’ 
offer for parents in their area and welcoming hubs for families.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/school-age-childcare-progress-report/
https://www.gov.scot/news/support-for-providers-of-school-age-childcare/
https://soscn.org/news/news_183
https://soscn.org/downloads/news/manifesto-for-sac-2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-best-start-for-life-a-vision-for-the-1001-critical-days
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Education 
 
Audit Scotland publishes report on closing attainment gap progress 
 
A report on closing the poverty-related attainment gap has been published by Audit 
Scotland. The report finds that progress on closing the attainment gap between the 
most and least deprived pupils has been “limited” and that more evidence is needed 
to understand educational achievement beyond exams. It notes that exam 
performance and other measures have improved nationally. However, progress has 
been inconsistent and there are large variations in local authority performance.  
 
Education Committee publishes legacy paper 
 
The Education and Skills Committee at the Scottish Parliament has published a 
legacy paper as this session draws to a close. The report includes suggested areas 
for a successor committee to explore, including structural reform of Education 
Scotland and the SQA, variation in implementation of the ELC expansion, and a 
petition calling for national guidance on the use of restraint and seclusion in schools.  
 
Justice 
 
CYCJ publishes results of survey on age of criminal responsibility 
 
The Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice (CYCJ) has published the 
results of a survey on the age of criminal responsibility. The survey, which received 
342 responses from people aged 26 and under, found that 85% agreed the age of 
criminal responsibility should be higher, while there was consensus that young 
people who are in conflict with the law need support rather than punishment. 
 
Animation produced to raise awareness of restorative justice 
 
A short animation to raise awareness of restorative justice has been produced by the 
Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice and Community Justice Scotland. 
The animation was created on behalf of the Scottish Government. 
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Guidance on the registration of independent schools published 
 
New guidance on the registration of independent schools has been published by the 
Scottish Government. The guidance, aimed at applicants, proprietors and parents, 
covers topics such as how independent schools are defined in Scotland, the 
registration process, regulation and complaints.  
 
New organisation to drive forward Independent Care Review Promise 
 
A non-statutory company has been established to drive progress in delivering the 
vision of the Independent Care Review, the Scottish Government has announced. 
The Promise Scotland, independent from Scottish Government and with Fiona 

https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/report/improving-outcomes-for-young-people-through-school-education
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/ES/2021/3/22/9a536aaa-c82d-460b-8d35-e024b51962ff/ESS052021R4.pdf
http://www.cycj.org.uk/news/acr-results/
http://www.cycj.org.uk/news/raising-awareness-of-restorative-justice/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2021/03/registration-independent-schools-scotland-guidance-applicants-proprietors-parents/documents/registration-independent-schools-scotland-guidance-applicants-proprietors-parents/registration-independent-schools-scotland-guidance-applicants-proprietors-parents/govscot%3Adocument/registration-independent-schools-scotland-guidance-applicants-proprietors-parents.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-36041
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Duncan as ex-officio chair, will soon publish a plan for the next three years following 
engagement with 100 organisations, Children’s Minister Maree Todd confirmed.  
 
Play 
 
Play Scotland urge action to ensure ‘more play and better play’ for children 
 
A report calling for urgent action to ensure “more play and better play” has been 
published by Play Scotland. The Play Strategy Progress Report highlights how play 
organisations have responded to the COVID-19 pandemic and makes eight 
recommendations, including refreshing the Scottish Government’s Play Strategy and 
ensuring national and local leadership in relation to play. The report follows a 
consultation suggesting “children want a return to play, more play and better play”.  
 
Funding announced for ‘summer of play’ activities 
 
Funding for a ‘summer of play’ has been announced by the Scottish Government. 
Education Secretary John Swinney confirmed £20m will be provided to support a 
range of activities for children and young people and their families over the summer, 
providing opportunities to socialise and play within their local communities. 
 
Outdoor play fund to be expanded 
 
A fund supporting free organised outdoor play activities in some of Scotland’s most 
deprived areas is to be expanded, the Scottish Government has announced. A total 
of £500,000 is being provided to expand the Outdoor Community Play Fund in 2021-
22, which is administered by Inspiring Scotland. 
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Framework of standards for Self-directed Support published 
 
A framework of standards for Self-directed Support (SDS) has been published by the 
Scottish Government. The framework consists of a set of standards, alongside 
practice statements and core components, written specifically for local authorities to 
provide them with an overarching structure for further implementation of the SDS 
approach and principles. The findings of a learning review on development of the 
framework has also been published. The review was commissioned by Social Work 
Scotland, who led on development of the framework.  
 
UK Government raises legal concerns over Bill incorporating children’s rights 
 
The UK Government has written to the Scottish Government to express concern 
about the legislative competence of certain provisions in Bill incorporating children’s 
rights into Scots law. Scottish Secretary Alister Jack highlighted particular areas of 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Incorporation) (Scotland) 
Bill, recently passed by the Scottish Parliament, suggesting they could be seen to 
place legal obligations on the UK Government in reserved areas and affect the UK 
Parliament in its power to make laws for Scotland.  

https://www.playscotland.org/resources/progress-review-of-scotlands-play-strategy-2021/
https://www.playscotland.org/resources/children-and-young-peoples-consultation-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/news/enhanced-summer-offer-for-all-children/
https://www.gov.scot/news/supporting-children-to-play-outdoors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/self-directed-support-framework-standards-including-practice-statements-core-components/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Fdeveloping-national-framework-self-directed-support-learning-review%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb19c3af4f48b4a68f5a608d8ef7123d6%7Cdb475863b0d947e2b73f89c00d851e74%7C0%7C1%7C637522616497463298%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oxhITrpcun9FQahZJnYQ8WT59DV1A8jedqcbofkKquA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/alister-jack-letter-to-scottish-government-on-uncrc-bill-24-march-2021
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Funding to support rollout of Young Talent programme  
 
A £19.4m fund for a six-year mentoring programme to help young people reach their 
potential has been announced by the Scottish Government. The Young Talent 
programme, run by MCR Pathways and Columba 1400, will be rolled out in 
partnership with local authorities as part of the Young Person’s Guarantee. 
 
Iriss publishes summary of CSWO annual reports 
 
A report summarising the annual reports of Chief Social Work Officers (CSWOs) has 
been published by the Institute for Research and Innovation in Social Service (Iriss). 
The report analyses the main areas covered in the annual reports and is intended to 
improve understanding of performance, improvement and challenges being 
experienced across the sector. 
 
Gradual increase in child poverty since 2010, according to new statistics 
 
New statistics have been published suggesting a gradual increase in child poverty in 
Scotland since the early 2010s. The Scottish Government has published two 
statistical publications covering poverty and income inequality between 2017 and 
2020, and persistent poverty in Scotland between 2010 and 2019.  
 
 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/news/mentor-scheme-to-improve-life-chances-for-young-people/
https://www.iriss.org.uk/resources/reports/chief-social-work-officers-annual-report-summary-2019-2020
https://www.gov.scot/news/child-poverty-gradually-rising/
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

