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COVID-19 - General 
 
FAQs on waste arising from LFDs 
 
The Scottish Government has published answers to frequently 
asked questions on the management of waste arising from the 
use of Lateral Flow Devices to test for asymptomatic cases of 
COVID-19.  
 
Latest COVID-19 figures published by Public Health Scotland 
 
Public Health Scotland has published its weekly COVID-19 
statistics. By 28 March, there had been 217,479 confirmed 
cases, with 3,311 in the latest week. In the week ending 28 
March, there were 170 admissions to hospital with confirmed 
COVID-19 and 19 new patients treated in intensive care. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-disposal-of-waste-from-lateral-flow-device-testing-in-scotland---faqs/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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Further easing of restrictions 
 
The Scottish Government has confirmed that the Stay Local requirement will replace 
the Stay at Home rule from Friday 2 April 2021. Furthermore, from Monday 5 April, 
hairdressers, garden centres, car showrooms and forecourts, homeware stores and 
non-essential click and collect services will be able to open subject to enhanced 
safety measures including physical distancing, face coverings and pre-booking 
where appropriate. More college students will be able to return to on-campus 
learning and 12-17 year-olds will be able to resume outdoor contact sports from this 
date. 
 
Alcohol and Drugs 
 
Treatment waiting time statistics published 
 
Statistics have been released by Public Health Scotland on access to drug and 
alcohol treatment services between 1 October and 31 December 2020. 95.7 per cent 
of the 8,513 people who started their first drug or alcohol treatment waited 3 weeks 
or less, an increase from the same quarter in the previous year (94.9 per cent). The 
Scottish Government has set a standard that 90 per cent of people referred for help 
with their drug or alcohol problem will wait no longer than three weeks for treatment. 
 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia 
 
Report on post-diagnostic support standard 
 
Public Health Scotland has published a report on the Scottish Government’s Local 
Delivery Plan standard that all people newly diagnosed with dementia should receive 
a minimum of one year’s post-diagnostic support. Of those referred in 2018/19 for 
post-diagnostic support, 75.1 per cent received a minimum of one year’s support. In 
2017/18, the percentage was 73.0 per cent. 
 
Care Homes/Care at Home 
 
Care Inspectorate position on visiting in care homes 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published its position on opening for visiting in care 
homes and supporting essential visiting. They recognise the concerns of some 
providers about the opening of homes but stresses people’s rights and needs must e 
the focus of decision making. The Open with Care guidance, published by the 
Scottish Government, is referenced and the Care Inspectorate has stated it full 
expects every care home to facilitate visiting and implement Open with Care.  
 
Study highlights protection offered by one dose of COVID vaccine 
 

A study of 10,000 older adults in England has found a single dose of the Pfizer or 
AstraZeneca vaccine was effective at stopping 62 per cent of coronavirus infections 
in care homes. The study by University College London analysed coronavirus test-
result data for 10,412 long-term residents, all aged over 65, at 310 care homes. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/stay-local-from-2-april/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/lifestyle-and-behaviours/substance-use/national-drug-and-alcohol-treatment-waiting-times/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/conditions-and-diseases/dementia/dementia-post-diagnostic-support/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/6046-our-position-on-opening-for-visiting-in-care-homes-and-supporting-essential-visiting
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-56540729


 
 

 Page 3 of 3 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Campaign against guidance on outdoor trips for care home residents (England) 
 

A campaign group in England has started legal action against the government over 
guidance that bans outdoor trips for residents of care homes aged 65 and over. 
John's Campaign, led by residents and their loved ones, says the ban is unlawful. 
They are also challenging the requirement for residents to self-isolate for 14 days 
after such visits. UK Government guidance, updated on 8 March, says trips to see 
family or friends "should only be considered" for under-65s while national restrictions 
apply because they increase the risk of bringing COVID-19 into a home. 
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
Report on women’s experiences of social care 
 
The ALLIANCE has published a report on its recent event on improving social care 
support for women and women’s experience using self-directed support. The report 
highlights a range of equalities issues for women accessing SDS and social care. 
Participants reflected on the need to avoid stereotypical gendered assumptions while 
others commented on the need for social workers to empower and enable people to 
take risks, and to assess their own priorities when undertaking needs assessments. 
 

Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning adults 
and health.    
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to the 
original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including alerts 
from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 
We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only the 
main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The purpose 
of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted that these 
items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed by the Care 
Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as Care 
Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-56607669
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/event-report-iwd-2021/
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

