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COVID-19 - General 
 
Accelerated easing of restrictions announced 
 
The Scottish Government is to slightly accelerate its timetable for easing 
lockdown restrictions because of continued vaccination progress and 
suppression of the virus. The First Minister announced that, from Friday 
16 April, people will be allowed to meet in groups of up to six adults from 
six households in outdoor settings. The stay local order will be lifted and 
people will be able to travel within Scotland for outdoor socialising, 
recreation and exercise provided they do not stay with another 
household overnight. Nicola Sturgeon also confirmed that from Monday 
26 April the whole of Scotland will move to Level 3.  

 
Care Inspectorate report on inspections, 15 April 2021 

 
The Care Inspectorate has published a report of inspections carried out 
in care services in the past two weeks. This report covers inspections we 
have completed since those detailed in our previous report of 31 March. 
This report is routinely laid before the Scottish Parliament every fortnight 
but because of the current election period, it will not be formally laid until 
the next session of Parliament begins. 
 
Over-45s to be invited for vaccine this week 
 
The BBC reports that the next phase in Scotland’s vaccination 
programme has begun, as over-45s started to receive invitations in the 
post for their first vaccine. To date, a total of 2,682,706 have received 
their first jab in Scotland. 
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https://www.gov.scot/news/accelerated-easing-of-restrictions/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/6065-care-inspectorate-report-on-inspections-15-april-2021
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-56734397
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Latest COVID-19 statistics  
 
Public Health Scotland has released its weekly COVID-19 statistical report. By 
Sunday 11 April, there had been 222,161 confirmed cases, with 1,747 in the latest 
week. In the same week, there were 137 admissions to hospital with confirmed 
COVID-19 and 7 new patients were treated in intensive care. In the week ending 
Sunday 28 March, there were 47 confirmed cases under the school testing 
programme.  
 
Latest two-monthly report on COVID-19 legislation 
 
The Scottish Government has published the latest two-monthly report on the 
Coronavirus Acts, setting out the status and operation of legislation enacted in 
response to the pandemic. It covers the reporting period from Monday 1 February to 
Wednesday 31 March. The report explores the impact of the legislation a year after 
the pandemic began. 
 
Child Protection 
 
Insight paper on child protection and contextual safeguarding 
 
A new Insight paper suggesting a role for contextual safeguarding to meet some of 
the challenges posed in relation to child protection processes in Scotland has been 
published by Iriss. The paper focuses on adolescents and examines the concept of 
‘extra-familial forms of harm’, proposing that a Contextual Safeguarding Framework 
to respond to the range of risks and harms faced by children and young people.  
 
Justice 
 
Findings from survey of children and young people on age of criminal responsibility 
 
The results of a survey on views about the age of criminal responsibility (ACR) have 
been published by the Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice (CYCJ). A 
total of 342 children and young people under 26 took part in the survey, with 85% 
thinking the ACR should be older than 12.  
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Updated guidance on regulation of guardianship arrangements in boarding schools 
 
Guidance on the regulation of guardianship arrangements in boarding schools has 
been updated to include advice on home visits. The document sets out our approach 
to regulating guardianship arrangements which support children and young people 
who attend boarding schools.  
 
CELCIS recaps recent events 
 
The Centre for excellence for Children’s Care and Protection (CELCIS) has 
published recordings and resources from the following two events: 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/progress-report/2021/04/coronavirus-acts-sixth-report-scottish-parliament/documents/coronavirus-acts-sixth-report-scottish-parliament/coronavirus-acts-sixth-report-scottish-parliament/govscot%3Adocument/coronavirus-acts-sixth-report-scottish-parliament.pdf
https://www.iriss.org.uk/resources/insights/child-protection-21st-century-role-contextual-safeguarding
http://www.cycj.org.uk/resource/age-of-criminal-responsibility-children-and-young-peoples-views/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/6050/Guidance%20for%20the%20regulation%20of%20guardianship.pdf
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• Education Forum – March 2021 

• Quality Care for Children and Residential Care: Evidence and Practice – 
March 2021 

 
Mental Health 
 
Guidance documents on local suicide prevention action plans 
 
COSLA has published a series of documents on suicide prevention guidance which 
aim to support the development of robust, effective and sustainable local suicide 
prevention action plans. The documents include a navigation tool, data, evidence 
and intelligence guidance, plus information on monitoring and evaluation, and 
governance and collaboration. 
 
NES launches new early intervention framework for children’s mental health 
 
A new early intervention framework to help staff make better decisions around 
children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing has been launched by NHS 
Education for Scotland (NES). The web-based resource was developed by the NES 
Psychology team and has been been launched with an accompanying webinar 
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
UK Government refers UNCRC Bill to Supreme Court 
 
New legislation to incorporate the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC) into Scots law is being referred to the Supreme Court by the UK 
Government, the BBC reports. Ministers are reportedly concerned that the UNCRC 
Incorporation (Scotland) Bill goes beyond the scope of the Scottish Parliament’s 
powers. The Bill will not receive Royal Assent until the legal challenge is considered.  
 
New partnership to provide young people with advice and support 
 
Citizens Advice Scotland has announced a partnership with Young Scot to provide 
access to advice and information for young people in areas such as money advice 
and debt, employment rights and health. The partnership will focus initially on two 
areas: ensuring young people get the advice and information they need to empower 
them with knowledge of their rights and to take advantage of the opportunities they 
have; and secondly ensuring more young people have the opportunity to volunteer 
with the Citizens Advice Bureau network in Scotland. 
 

https://www.celcis.org/knowledge-bank/search-bank/education-forum-march-2021/
https://www.celcis.org/knowledge-bank/search-bank/quality-care-children-and-residential-care-evidence-and-practice-march-2021/
https://www.celcis.org/knowledge-bank/search-bank/quality-care-children-and-residential-care-evidence-and-practice-march-2021/
https://www.cosla.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/24645/Suicide-Prevention-Guidance4.pdf
https://www.nes.scot.nhs.uk/news/better-early-intervention-for-children-and-young-people-s-mental-health/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-56725145
https://www.cas.org.uk/news/new-partnership-provide-young-people-advice-and-support-they-deserve
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 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

