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COVID-19 – General 
 

Pandemic inquiry to be launched in Spring 2022, Prime Minister confirms 
 
An independent public inquiry into the UK’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic will be launched in Spring 2022, the Prime Minister has 
announced. Speaking in the House of Commons, Boris Johnson said the 
inquiry will be established on a statutory basis, with full powers under the 
Inquiries Act 2005. He said he will “consult the devolved administrations 
before finalising the scope and detailed arrangements so that this inquiry 
can consider all key aspects of the UK response”.  
 
Next stage of restriction easing confirmed by First Minister 
 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon has confirmed that the easing of pandemic-
related restrictions will continue from next week. Under Level 2 
restrictions, which come into effect on Monday 17 May, six people from 
three households will be able to meet indoors, up to eight people from 
eight households will be able to meet outdoors and people will be able to 
hug their loved ones. The new rules will apply to all mainland local 
authority areas with the exception of Moray, where Level 3 restrictions 
remain in place. The Western Isles, Orkney, Shetland and remote 
Highland and Argyll islands are expected to move straight to Level 1. 
 
Latest weekly COVID-19 stats published by Public Health Scotland  
 
Public Health Scotland has released its weekly COVID-19 statistics. At 9 
May, there had been 227,840 confirmed cases, with 1,236 in the latest 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-house-of-commons-statement-on-covid-12-may-2021
https://www.gov.scot/news/next-steps-out-of-lockdown/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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week. That week there were 50 admissions to hospital with confirmed COVID-19, 
while eight were treated in intensive care. In the week ending 2 May, there were 36 
positive tests under the school testing programme. 
 
Latest COVID-19 death figures published by NRS 
 
As at 9 May, 10,104 deaths had been registered in Scotland with COVID-19 
mentioned on the death certificate, according to statistics published by National 
Records of Scotland (NRS). In the week 26 April – 2 May, seven such deaths were 
registered, a decrease of 12 from the previous week. 
 
Reported rise in cases in Glasgow 
 
There are reported concerns about rising COVID-19 cases in Glasgow, with clusters 
of high infection in parts of the city, the BBC reports. Clinical Director Jason Leitch 
stated that, while he is concerned, he is confident Glasgow can still move to level 
two on 17 May, if hospital admissions, intensive care and mortality remain low. 
 
Care Inspectorate report on inspections, 12 May 2021 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published a report of inspections carried out in care 
services in the past two weeks. This report covers inspections we have completed 
since those detailed in our previous report of 28 April. This report is routinely laid 
before the Scottish Parliament every fortnight but because of the current election 
period, it will not be formally laid until the next session of Parliament begins.  
 
Update on AstraZeneca vaccine  
 
The UK Government’s Department of Health and Social Care has released a 
statement following updated advice on the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine. The 
statement confirms the vaccine is safe and effective, but that it is “more preferable 
for people under the age of 40 with no underlying health conditions to be offered an 
alternative vaccine where possible once they are eligible, and only if doing so does 
not cause a substantial delay in accessing a vaccination.” 
 
Audit strategy to look at COVID-19 funding 
 
Scotland’s public audit agency Audit Scotland has published its approach to 
examining the allocation and distribution of COVID-19 funding to local government 
and other public sector bodies. Their work aims to look at the level of funding 
allocated, as well as the actions taken by organisations in distributing the funding.  
 
Child Protection  
 
Latest newsletter from Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry 
 
The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry has published its latest newsletter. The Spring 
2021 edition provides information on the continuing work of the Inquiry, with an 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/news/2021/deaths-involving-covid-19-week-17-26-april-2-may-2021
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-57086760
https://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/news/6093-care-inspectorate-report-on-inspections-12-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-on-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-following-jcvi-update
https://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/report/covid-19-following-the-pandemic-pound-our-strategy
https://www.childabuseinquiry.scot/news/newsletter-spring-2021/
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update on the current Boarding Schools case study as well as the recent findings for 
the Christian Brothers case study. Other information relates to the resumption of 
Face-to-Face work and how to communicate with the Inquiry. 
 
Draft Online Safety Bill published by UK Government 
 
Draft legislation aimed at protecting children and tackling abuse on social media has 
been published by the UK Government. The proposed Online Safety Bill includes 
requirements for social media sites to remove and limit the spread of illegal content, 
powers for Ofcom to fine companies failing a duty of care, and a criminal offence for 

senior managers as a deferred power. 
 
Resource for assisting families with parental alcohol and drug problems (England)  
 
Public Health England has published a toolkit containing guidance, data and other 
resources to support professionals who are helping families affected by parental 
alcohol and drug problems. Additionally, there is an online community for people 
with an interest in parental alcohol and drug use and the impact it can have.   
 
Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Scottish Government letter to childcare settings on asymptomatic testing 
 
The Scottish Government has issued a letter to all early learning and childcare and 
school-aged childcare settings which are participating in the asymptomatic childcare 
testing programme. The letter requests services' help in promoting the key elements 
of the programme and in identifying areas for improvements through a survey. 
 
Materials encouraging safe behaviours available for childcare settings 
 
New resources to encourage safe behaviours and to help parents and carers to 
understand the steps that they can take to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission 
have been launched by the Scottish Government. These include a PDF highlighting 

the six key things that families can do to keep communities safe, a poster for 
settings and social media resources including pictures and suggested text. These 
can all be accessed via WeTransfer.  
 
SCMA launches new three-year strategy during Childminding Week 

 
The SCMA has launched a national three-year strategy during Childminding Week, 
with the aim of changing the narrative around childminding and the misperception 
that childminding is somehow a “lesser” form of childcare. The strategy aims to 
improve perceptions of the childminding profession by highlighting the high quality of 
its Care Inspectorate inspection results and the standards of its Curriculum for 
Excellence and GIRFEC frameworks. The new strategy includes 15 actions, 
covering five key areas: membership, policy, representation and influencing, 
workforce, learning and quality, children and families and the value of childminding. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-laws-to-keep-children-safe-stop-racial-hate-and-protect-democracy-online-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/parents-with-alcohol-and-drug-problems-support-resources
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/ELC_-_Testing_-_Communications_-_provider_notice_day_care_of_children_settings_-_11_May_2021.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://union.wetransfer.com/downloads/d08c81beeeadc57ff0f1c5212995e43620210505111308/61bcf4?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.childminding.org/news/scma-launches-new-three-year-strategy-to-change-perceptions-of-childminding-and-secure-its-future
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SCMA issues fees and self-isolation update 
 
The Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) has provided an update after writing 
to the Scottish Government regarding the inability for childcare providers to charge 
parents fees when families are self-isolating. While recognising the “complexity of 
the current legal and regulatory position”, the SCMA believes there is “a 
responsibility to provide direct compensation to vulnerable childminding businesses 
caught in the middle of this situation.” 
 
SOSCN publishes highlights paper following letting charges survey 
 
A highlights paper summarising the findings of a survey on local authority letting 
charges has been published by the Scottish Out of School Care Network (SOSCN). 
A more detailed report was shared with the Scottish Government to assist in 
understanding the issues facing services in relation to charged lets.  
 
Fruit and veg campaign launched 
 
A campaign to support parents to make healthier food choices has been launched by 
the National Day Nurseries Association in partnership with Organix, Nursery World 
reports. The Good for Planet, Good for Me campaign has been developed with 
expert advice from infant nutritionists and follows a YouGov sample survey 
suggesting 2 million children in the UK aged four and under have two or fewer 
portions of vegetables a day, while almost 116,000 have no vegetables at all.  
 
Bertram Nursery Group rebrands as Thrive Childcare and Education 
 
Bertram Nursery Group has changed its name to Thrive Childcare and Education, 
Nursery World reports. The move is designed to better reflect the ethos of the group 
and comes after a management buyout when parents and staff were surveyed to 
determine what they wanted from their nursery provider. The provider has also 
launched a new sub-group, Nature Kindergartens, led by a conservationist. 
 
Final piece of research in year-long early years COVID-impact study launched 
 
The fourth and final survey in a year-long research project looking at the effects of 
the pandemic on the early years workforce has been launched by the National Day 
Nurseries Association (NDNA) and the Education Policy Institute. The survey looks 
at how many early years professionals have left roles or been furloughed, as well as 
recruitment challenges, access to Continuing Professional Development and 
occupancy numbers within nurseries. A specific survey for Scotland is available.  
 
New national birth cohort study to be developed 
 
A UK-wide study that will follow babies born in the 2020s to understand how societal 
circumstances and events affect them over many decades is to be developed. The 
Economic and Social Research Council is to invest £3m to allow researchers to 
develop a two-year-long birth cohort feasibility study. The Early Life Cohort 
Feasibility Study will be led by professors from University College London and 

https://www.childminding.org/news/fees-and-self-isolation-update-5-may-2021
https://soscn.org/news/news_192
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/ndna-supports-campaign-to-explore-a-colourful-rainbow-of-fruit-and-vegetables
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/bertram-nursery-group-re-brands-with-focus-on-outdoor-learning
https://www.ndna.org.uk/NDNA/News/Press_releases/2021/Final_piece_of_research_in_year_long_Covid_study_launched.aspx
https://www.ukri.org/news/researchers-pilot-plans-for-new-national-birth-cohort-study/
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include researchers from the universities of Swansea, Edinburgh, Ulster, Queen's 
University Belfast, and Manchester Metropolitan. 
 
Make-believe with toddlers may help prevent behavioural problems, study finds 
 
Children whose mothers join them in pretend play are less likely to exhibit 
behavioural problems years later, according to a study by the University of 
Cambridge highlighted in Nursery World. Researchers analysed 3,600 five-second 
clips of 60 mother-toddler pairs playing together and found that children whose 
mothers had ‘moderate’ anxiety typically engaged in pretend play for around 10% 
less time than those with no anxiety issues. When children were assessed for signs 
of behavioural problems two years later, these were less common among children 
whose mothers engaged in more pretend play when they were toddlers. 
 
Justice 
 
Survey to gather views of children and young people on restorative justice 
 
A survey seeking the views of children and young people on restorative justice has 
been launched by the Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice (CYCJ). The 
survey, aimed at those aged up to 25, is part of the CYCJ’s ongoing work 
with Community Justice Scotland to deliver the Scottish Government’s Restorative 
Justice Action Plan 2019-2023. The survey will also gather views on an animation 
clip developed with Community Justice Scotland. 
 
Looked after and accommodated children 
 
CELCIS response to CMA children’s social care study published 
 
The Centre for excellence for Children’s Care and Protection (CELCIS) has 
published its response to the Competitions and Market Authority’s (CMA) call for 
evidence on children’s social care provision. CELCIS calls for a change whereby 
efficiency and value are understood through the provision of positive experiences 
and outcomes for children. 
 
Charity marks Foster Care Fortnight in recruitment call 
 
The Fostering Network has marked Foster Care Fortnight (10 – 23 May) by calling 
on those with the right skills and experience to consider becoming a foster carer. 
According to the charity, over 8,600 new foster families are needed across the UK. 
 
Other Health and Social Care 
 
New MSPs sworn in and Presiding Officer elected following election 

  
The election took place on 6 May, with the SNP emerging with 64 seats, one short of 
an overall majority. The Conservatives won 31 seats, Labour 22, the Greens eight 
and the Lib Dems four. MSPs were sworn in to the new Parliament on 13 May, while  

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/playing-at-make-believe-with-toddlers-may-help-prevent-behavioural-problems
https://hass.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_baz3zgtYQt1E8YK
https://www.celcis.org/files/5416/2038/3131/CELCIS_repsonse_to_Competitions_and_Market_Authority_Study_on_Childrens_Social_Care_Provision_-_CELCIS_Letter.pdf
https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/media-release/2021/uks-largest-fostering-charity-urging-more-people-consider-fostering-post
https://www.parliament.scot/msps/elections/election-2021-results
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Green MSP Alison Johnstone has been elected as the new Presiding Officer. Nicola 
Sturgeon is likely to be elected First Minister on 18 May, before Scottish Government 
ministers and cabinet secretaries are confirmed in the following days.  
 
Three infection, prevention and control aide-memoires in new WHO guidance 
 
New guidance featuring three ‘aide-memoires’ on infection prevention and control 
has been published by the World Health Organization (WHO). The improvement 
tools relate to: respiratory and hand hygiene, personal protective equipment (PPE), 
and environmental cleaning, waste and linen management. Each aide-memoire is 
approximately five pages in length and includes instructions for use and examples.  
 
Bill to establish regulatory framework for international professional qualifications 
 
Draft legislation designed to establish an effective regulatory framework for 
professional qualifications and allow international skilled professionals to have their 
qualifications recognised in the UK has been introduced by the UK Government. The 
Professional Qualifications Bill will give devolved administrations powers to equip 
their regulators with the ability to enter into arrangements with international partners 
and to license skilled professionals from around the world.  
 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/341107/9789289055437-eng.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-laws-to-ensure-the-uk-has-the-skills-it-needs
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

