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Covid-19 - General 
 
Updated guidance for businesses on reducing risk of Covid-19 
 
The Scottish Government has updated the guidance for business and 
workplaces on reducing the risk of Covid-19 and supporting staff and 
customers. As of 21 March 2022, most of the remaining legal 
requirements in the Coronavirus regulations have been removed. 
However, workplaces are encouraged to continue with all protective 
measures identified by risk assessment, make adaptations and maintain 
a vigilant approach to managing Covid-19. The government has also 
updated guidance on face-coverings. The legal requirement to wear 
face-coverings in most indoor public spaces, including schools, remains 
in place and will be reviewed on 29 March 2022.  
 
Latest state of the epidemic report published   
 
A summary of the current situation of the Covid-19 epidemic in Scotland 
has been published by the Scottish Government. The report provides a 
summary of the current situation, why we are at that place, and what is 
likely to happen next. The report notes that as of 1 March, the UKHSA's 
consensus view was that the incidence of new daily infections in 
Scotland was between 278 and 692 per 100,000 people.  
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-guidance-for-safer-workplaces/#history
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-use-of-face-coverings/#history
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-state-epidemic-18-march-2022/
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Call for NHS and social care workforce solutions to support living with Covid  
 
A move towards living with Covid-19 will not be possible without NHS and social care 
workforce solutions, according to the Royal College of Nursing (RCN). The warning 
came in its parliamentary briefing on the Scottish Government’s Covid strategic 
framework update. The RCN stated that the aims outlined in the framework would 
not be possible without solutions for the current workforce crisis in the NHS and 
social care. The briefing notes that the level of Covid cases are at a record high and 
for the week ending 8 March, NHS nursing and midwifery absences due to Covid-19 
had increased to 2111 from 1853 the previous week. 
 
UK Government was ‘underprepared’ for pandemic, Westminster committee finds  
 
The UK Government was “underprepared” for a pandemic like Covid-19, according 
to a committee report at Westminster. According to the Public Accounts Committee, 
the pandemic has “exposed limitations in how the government manages risks” and 
also a “failure to learn” from both simulation exercises and actual incidents. The 
Committee calls for the introduction of “robust central leadership, accountability and 
oversight for cross-cutting risk” in order to prepare for the next major crisis. The 
report notes that new data collection systems were created during the pandemic and 
suggests that if these are scaled down “government should set out how it plans to 
retain access to the social care data required to respond to future pandemics”.  
 
Child Protection 
 
Charity to receive funding for Mother and Child Recovery Houses 
 
Children’s charity Aberlour will receive a grant of more than £5.5 million over this 
parliamentary term to develop two Mother and Child Residential Recovery Houses, 
the Scottish Government has confirmed. The houses will be designed to enable 
children of women with problematic substance use to stay with their mothers during 
their recovery. The first house, developed in partnership with Hillcrest Housing 
Association, will open in Dundee in Autumn 2022. The second house, located in 
Central Scotland, will open in 2023. Each house will support four women and their 
children at any one time. 
 
Physically punishing children now illegal in Wales 
 
It is now illegal for parents to physically punish their children in Wales. Under the 
Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020, all 
types of physical punishment, such as smacking, hitting, slapping and shaking, are 
illegal. The new law will apply to everybody in Wales, including visitors, from 21 
March 2022. Wales now joins 60 other nations across the world in banning physical 
punishment against children.  
 
  

https://www.rcn.org.uk/about-us/our-influencing-work/policy-briefings/sco-parl-rcn-covid-strategic-framework-update-150322
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/9371/documents/160964/default/
https://www.gov.scot/news/additional-drug-rehabilitation-services-for-women-with-children/
https://gov.wales/physically-punishing-children-becomes-illegal-wales
https://gov.wales/physically-punishing-children-becomes-illegal-wales
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Disability 
 
New report on implementing UNCRPD in Scotland 
 
Inclusion Scotland has published the Scottish Civil Society report for the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of Disabled People (UNCRPD). The report 
identifies key issues on implementation of the UNCRPD in Scotland and is one of 
four governmental reports from across the UK. Much of the evidence included 
relates to the impact of the pandemic, suggesting it has revealed deep-rooted 
inequalities that already existed in Scotland. 

 
Early Learning and Childcare 
 
Scottish Government updates ELC Covid-19 guidance 
 
The Scottish Government has published updated Covid-19 guidance for early 
learning and childcare services. The update includes a number of important changes 
that will come into force from 18 April 2022.  
 
New quality framework for day-care of children, childminding and school-aged 
childcare 
 
The Care Inspectorate has published a new quality framework for day-care of 
children, childminding and school-aged children. Developed after extensive 
consultation with services and partnership organisations, the new framework 
incorporates children’s rights and has direct references to the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The framework focuses on children’s 
wellbeing and sets out the elements that will help answer key questions about the 
impact care and learning is making to outcomes for children. We will use this 
framework instead of the previous approach where we inspected against quality 
themes. Although the framework is available to download now, we will not use it on 
our inspections until June 2022. 
 
ICP Education expands into Scottish childcare 
 
ICP Education has acquired its first settings in Scotland after buying over Wee Gems 
Nursery Group reports Nursey World. Wee Gems has four sites across Edinburgh 
and West Lothian, with a capacity for 379 children. The deal sees ICP now hold 57 
sites providing more than 4,300 childcare places across the UK. 
 
Annual Childcare Survey finds increased pressure on parents 
 
The 21st edition of an annual childcare survey conducted by Coram Family and 
Childcare has been published. Among the findings, for families in Scotland there has 
been an increase in childcare sufficiency for some groups, but a decrease for 
children aged under two, five to 11-year-olds after school, and families 
living in rural areas. One recommendation from the survey to UK Government was to 
follow Scotland’s lead by making 30 hours funded provision open to all three and 
four-year-olds. 

https://inclusionscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-CRPD-Shadow-Report.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-learning-childcare-services/documents/
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/6578/Quality%20framework%20for%20early%20learning%20and%20childcare%202022%20-%20final.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.careinspectorate.com/images/documents/6578/Quality%20framework%20for%20early%20learning%20and%20childcare%202022%20-%20final.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/news/article/icp-education-expands-into-scotland
https://www.coram.org.uk/sites/default/files/resource_files/Coram%20Childcare%20Survey%20-%202022.pdf
https://www.coram.org.uk/sites/default/files/resource_files/Coram%20Childcare%20Survey%20-%202022.pdf
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Study explores association between deprivation, expenditure and Ofsted judgements 
(England) 
 
A new study has explored the extent to which levels of deprivation and local authority 
expenditure are associated with Ofsted judgements for children’s services. 
According to the study, published in Social Policy and Society, every £100 increase 
per child in early help and family support-related spending was associated with a 1.7 
times increase in the odds of receiving a ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ rating from Ofsted. 
However, there was no association between ‘safeguarding’ expenditure and Ofsted 
outcomes. The researchers suggest that that greater capacity to invest in early help 
and family support may help reduce failure demand in children’s services. 
 
Looked After and Accommodated Children 
 
Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry to begin evidence on abuse in foster care 
 
Public hearings examining the abuse of children in foster care will begin on Tuesday 
3 May as part of the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry. Phase one of evidence, featuring 
evidence from relevant experts and regulatory bodies, is expected to last roughly 
three weeks. Phase two will start at the end of May and will be led by individuals who 
experienced abuse in foster care. The foster care case study is expected to last for 
several months.  
 
Scottish Government extends social care staff entry cost scheme 
 
The Scottish Government has extended the scheme which covers entry costs for 
staff joining the social care workforce. Those starting a new job in the social care 
sector will have their entry costs paid for if they apply by 25 June 2022, subject to 
eligibility, which includes those working in residential childcare and residential school 
care accommodation. 
 
Charity calls for increase in fostering national minimum allowances 
 
The Fostering Network has called for an increase in national minimum allowances to 
be more closely aligned with the cost of living. The charity has urged governments 
and fostering services across the UK, when they calculate the fostering allowance 
levels for April 2022 to 2023, to ensure they reflect the sharp increase in the cost of 
living and meet the full costs of caring for a child. The Fostering Network has also 
called for a comprehensive review of the minimum levels of fostering allowances set 
in the respective nations.  
 
  

https://calumwebb.co.uk/posts/2022-01-12-ofsted-funding-poverty/
https://calumwebb.co.uk/posts/2022-01-12-ofsted-funding-poverty/
https://www.childabuseinquiry.scot/hearings/hearings-calendar/hearings-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/social-care-staff-entry-costs/
https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/media-release/2022/statement-cost-living-increase-national-minimum-allowances
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Mental Health 
 
Children and Young People Mental Health Indicators published 
 
Public Health Scotland has published Children and Young People Mental Health 
Indicators. The indicators are designed to help identify important information at local 
and national levels about mental health outcomes and the determinants of these 
outcomes.  
 
Pandemic increases self-harm in children in care (England)  
 
A study conducted by the University of Bristol suggests that one in five children in 
care in England were self-harming during the Covid-19 pandemic. More then 1,300 
11 - 18-year-olds in care in England were surveyed between 2020 and 2021, with 
20% reporting they had self-harmed before the pandemic and 18% reporting they 
had self-harmed during the pandemic.  
 
Play 
 
State of Play in Scotland survey results published 
 
The Association of Paly Industries (API) launched the ‘Equal Play’ campaign last 
month and the results for Scotland have now been released. The report highlights 
that children in Scotland enjoy the best free-to-access play provision across the 
whole of the UK. However, Scotland also experiences “extreme” variation in access, 
with areas ranging from 575 children per playground to just 63.  
 
Other Health and Social Care 
  
Consultation launched on community equipment and housing adaptations  
 
A consultation on revised guidance for providing community equipment and housing 
adaptations has been launched by the Scottish Government. The proposed 
guidance will replace the current version, published in 2009, covering the 

responsibilities of NHS Scotland and local authorities (health and social care 
partnerships, and housing and education partners) for the provision of community 
equipment and housing adaptations. The consultation will run until 6 June.  
 
New Child Poverty Delivery Plan published   
 
The Scottish Government has published its Child Poverty Delivery Plan for 2022-26. 
Among the actions, this summer the Scottish Government will publish a strategic 
plan for all its early learning and childcare commitments for the remainder of this 
Parliament, including its plans to further expand funded provision and to build a 
system of school age childcare. The ultimate goal of the plan is to have fewer than 
10% of children living in families in relative poverty by 2030.  
 
  

https://publichealthscotland.scot/publications/children-and-young-people-mental-health-indicator-resources/
https://mhcat.blogs.bristol.ac.uk/
https://mhcat.blogs.bristol.ac.uk/
https://www.api-play.org/posts/the-state-of-play-in-scotland-detailed-data-analysis-shows-childrens-play-opportunities-are-a-postcode-lottery/
https://consult.gov.scot/mental-health-unit/equipment-and-adaptions-guidance-review/
https://www.gov.scot/news/tackling-child-poverty-delivery-plan-2022-26/
https://www.gov.scot/news/tackling-child-poverty-delivery-plan-2022-26/
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Derek Feeley among new board members announced by Iriss 
 
Iriss has announced the successful recruitment of six new members to its board of 
directors, including Derek Feeley, Chair of the Independent Review of Adult 
Social Care. Iriss has also announced that Dr Donald Macaskill, CEO of 
Scottish Care, is stepping down from the Iriss board after six years.  
 

Employers invited to share career opportunities through MySSSC  
 
The Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC) has informed employers that they can 

now share career opportunities within their organisation with colleges delivering the 
Introduction to a Career in Social Care course. The new course was developed by 
Scotland’s colleges and is funded by the national transition training fund. 
Organisations can provide details of career opportunities through MySSSC, which 
course tutors can access and share with participants who are looking for a career in 
social care.  
 
Scheme opens for displaced Ukrainians 
 
Scotland’s offer to provide refuge to displaced people as part of the Homes for 
Ukraine scheme is now open, the Scottish Government has confirmed. The Warm 
Scots Welcome programme, accessible through the UK Government’s online portal, 
removes the need for applicants to be matched to a named individual before they 
are cleared to travel to the UK through the visa system. 
 
Flash report on Mealtime Stories event 
 
As part of the ALLIANCE Digital Gathering 2022, the Children and Young people 
Programme hosted a networking event titled ‘Mealtime Stories’. The aim of the event 
was to promote eating together as it helps improve nutrition as well as creating a 
safe place for people to share stories. This also helps promote intergenerational 
knowledge and fosters powerful social bonds.  

https://www.iriss.org.uk/news/news/2022/03/22/iriss-welcomes-new-members-its-board
https://news.sssc.uk.com/news/share-opportunities-with-colleges-using-mysssc
https://www.gov.scot/news/scheme-opens-for-displaced-ukrainians/
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/report-published-mealtime-stories-how-food-interventions-can-support-childrens-young-peoples-and-families-wellbeing/
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 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

