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Covid-19 - General 
 
 
Evidence summary on children, schools, ELC and transmission from 
Covid-19 

The Scottish Government has published a summary report of the 
evidence on children, schools, early learning and childcare settings and 
COVID transmission from the COVID Advisory Group on Education and 
Children’s Issues. This paper provides a summary of the latest 
evidence on the current state of the epidemic, the role of schools in 
transmission of COVID-19; the health and wider harms to children and 
young people from COVID-19; and workplace-associated risks to staff 
from COVID-19. 

Findings published on the impact of Covid-19 pandemic   
 
The Scottish Government has published its findings from the fourth 
wave of a telephone survey commissioned to better understand the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on people in Scotland. The report 
suggests that many of the inequalities seen in the previous waves of the 
survey were evident again, noting that those in deprived areas, those on 
lower incomes, disabled people, and unpaid carers all fare worse across 
a number of measures. Wave 4 of the survey was conducted after a 
spike in cases resulting from the omicron variant in late December 
2021/ early January 2022. 
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/advisory-sub-group-education-childrens-issues-coronavirus-covid-19-children-schools-early-learning-childcare-settings-evidence-summary/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/advisory-sub-group-education-childrens-issues-coronavirus-covid-19-children-schools-early-learning-childcare-settings-evidence-summary/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/impact-covid-19-wellbeing-scotland-2/
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Chair of Pandemic Preparedness committee appointed 
 
The Scottish Government has announced the appointment of Professor Andrew 
Morris as Chair of the Scottish Government’s Standing Committee on Pandemic 
Preparedness (SCoPP). The committee will discuss how it will fulfil the First 
Minister’s commission to advise on how Scotland can be as prepared as possible to 
meet future pandemics. Members will prepare an initial report on priorities within six 
months, with a final report produced within a further 18 months. 
 
Education 
 
Report on education provisions in Covid-19 Bill 
 
The Scottish Parliament’s Education, Children and Young People Committee has 
published a Stage 1 report on the education provisions in part two of the 
Coronavirus (Recovery and Reform) (Scotland) Bill. The effect of the Bill is to make 
permanent certain of the reforms to the delivery of public services that were 
introduced in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the provisions relate to the 
closure of conditions on the functioning of education establishments or student 
accommodation and how local authorities would need to undertake consultations 
about proposals in relation to schools. The majority of the committee are content 
with the regulation-making powers in part two of the bill, but some members believe 
the powers to be unnecessary and so do not support the proposals.  
 
Report examining the Covid-19 pandemic’s continued impact on education (England) 
 
Ofsted has published its second set of reports on the impact of the pandemic on 
education providers. The reports find that good progress has been made across the 
education sector to help learners recover knowledge and skills but acknowledges 
challenges persist which could have longer term consequences. The four reports 
draw from evidence from around 280 inspections and multiple focus groups with 
inspectors, and cover early years education, schools, further education and skills, 
and prison education.  
 
Justice 
 
Research project on care-experienced children and young people with a sibling in 
custody 
 
The Scottish Children’s Report Administration (SCRA) has launched a research 
project in collaboration with Families Outside to examine care-experienced children 
and young people with a sibling in custody. ‘Staying Connected’ aims to address the 
gap in knowledge around ‘looked after’ children and young people’s experiences of 
sibling imprisonment. It will initially explore the issues around the identification, 
restoration, and maintenance of sibling relationships where one sibling is care-
experienced and one is on remand or serving a custodial sentence. It will then look 
at how these issues can be addressed and the implementation of processes and 
structures to enable these relationships to be supported. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/preparing-for-future-pandemics/
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/ECYP/2022/4/1/1cbc45ac-d79d-48bb-9513-be4e9b9df5fe-1#Introduction
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/strong-signs-of-recovery-across-education-but-challenges-remain
https://www.scra.gov.uk/2022/04/staying-connected-new-research-gets-underway/
https://www.scra.gov.uk/2022/04/staying-connected-new-research-gets-underway/
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Policy framework for separation or isolation of children (England) 
 
The UK Government’s Ministry of Justice has published a Policy Framework setting 
out the principles and requirements which all staff in under-18 Young Offender 
Institutions, Secure Training Centres and Secure Children’s Homes in England and 
Wales should apply when considering or managing the separation or isolation of 
children in those settings. 
 
Mental Health 
 
Support service for unaccompanied refugee and asylum-seeking children 
 
A new service funded by the Scottish Government’s New Scots Integration Fund has 
been launched and is being run by Renfrewshire Council and West Dunbartonshire 
Council in partnership with Barnardo’s Scotland. Through a blend of one-to-one 
support, group work and activities in the outdoors, children and young people up to 
the age of 26 will be supported by specialist project workers from Barnardo’s to 
overcome lived traumatic experiences they may have endured. They will also be 
helped to access opportunities to explore and enjoy their local area and activities, to 
promote a sense of belonging and connection to their community, reducing isolation 
and loneliness and improving wellbeing.  
 

Other Health and Social Care 
 
Terms of Reference for review of services for women, children and young people 
experiencing violence  
 
The Scottish Government has published the terms of reference for the Violence 
Against Women and Girls (VAWG) Strategic Review of Funding and Commissioning 
of Services Group. The review is intended to develop a more consistent, coherent, 
collective and stable funding model to ensure high quality, accessible specialist 
services for women, children and young people experiencing violence. The review 
will also include those services which recognise the vital role of prevention in 
increasing safety for women, children and young people, and aims to take a human-
rights approach, including using PANEL principles, be cognisant of the Public Sector 
Equality Duty, and work to a gendered analysis of VAWG. 
 
Resources to help schools tackle sexual harassment and abuse 
 
Barnardo’s has launched a new version of its educational ‘Real Love Rocks’ 
programme, incorporating new resources intended to raise awareness of different 
types of abuse and exploitation children and young people may face. The new 
version also emphasises the importance of emotional regulation and creating a 
support network of safe and trusted people, with sections about developing 
kindness, understanding and empathy for both themselves and others.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/minimising-and-managing-use-of-separation-and-isolation-in-the-children-and-young-people-secure-estate
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/new-service-support-mental-health-unaccompanied-refugee-and-asylum-seeking-children
https://www.gov.scot/publications/violence-against-women-and-girls-strategic-review-of-funding-and-commissioning-of-services-terms-of-reference/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/barnardos-launches-resources-help-schools-tackle-sexual-harassment-and-abuse
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Family Group Decision Making training 
 
Children 1st, in partnership with Robert Gordon University and Edinburgh City 
Council, will be offering in-person comprehensive SCQF level 9 certified training in 
Family Group Decision Making (FGDM). The training is aimed at social workers, 
health, social care, and/or children’s services professionals, and the FGDM 
approach aims to bring a child’s wider family to come together to agree a family plan 
to support their child, before a life-changing decision is made about the child’s future. 
 
 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://www.children1st.org.uk/who-we-are/news/news/register-now-for-children-1st-s-family-group-decision-making-training/
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

