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Covid-19 - General 
 
Third newsletter for Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry 
 
The Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry has issued its third newsletter for winter 
2022-23, with information on how the Inquiry is developing, the 
memorandum of understanding between the Scottish and UK Covid 
Inquiries, and the upcoming establishment of accessible premises for 
the Inquiry in central Edinburgh. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

24 February – 3 March 
2023 

https://www.covid19inquiry.scot/news/scottish-covid-19-inquiry-newsletter-issue-3-winter-2022-23
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Child Protection 
 
CYCJ review of Child Criminal Exploitation short survey 
 
The Children and Young People’s Centre for Justice (CYCJ) are currently 
undertaking a scoping review of Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) in Scotland, in 
conjunction with Action for Children and the Scottish Government. This research 
project aims to identify the evidence base, professional perspectives and definitions 
that exist in relation to CCE in Scotland to inform future research and service/policy 
development. The survey of residential care workers is also linked to The Promise 
and their aim of preventing the criminalisation of looked after children. The short 
survey asks questions relating to professional experience of working with children 
who are victims or at risk of CEE. The research will be published on the CYCJ 
website when complete.  
 
Online Protection 

 
TikTok app to set a 60-minute daily screen time limit for under 18s 
 

TikTok is setting a 60-minute daily screen time limit for users aged under 18 years 
old according to BBC News. The app will present a passcode if the young people 
reach their daily limit and would like to continue usage upwards of 60-minutes. This 

should be rolled out within the coming weeks but is feature that users may opt out of 
if they wish. Anyone who opts out of the new 60-minute limit but goes on to use the 
app for 100 minutes a day, will receive a prompt from TikTok to set their own screen 

time controls. Parents of children using the Family Pairing option on the app will also 
be able to set screen time limits, as well as access a dashboard which would give a 
breakdown of app usage. 

 
Official complaint against YouTube data gathering launched by ICO  
 

YouTube has been accused of collecting the viewing data of children aged under 13 
-years-old, in breach of a UK data privacy code designed to protect children, reports 
the BBC. Campaigner Duncan McCann has lodged an official complaint with the 

Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). Mr McCann’s complaint is believed to be 
the first test of the ICO children’s code which was introduced in 2020 – with 
technology firms given one year to become compliant with the new guidance. 

According to the regulator Ofcom, 89% of children in the UK between three and 17-
years-old used the video platform in 2021. Firms found to be in breach of the 
children's internet code can face large fines, similar to the penalties for breaching 

data protection laws. 
 
New report published about children’s wellbeing in a digital world 

 
The new Children’s Wellbeing in a Digital World 2023 index report has been 
published by Internet Matters in partnership with Revealing Reality. This is a 

continuation of research into the impacts of the online work on children and young 

https://hass.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_etH5onCjJMHWUfk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-64813981
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-64786968
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Internet-Matters-Childrens-Wellbeing-in-a-Digital-World-Index-report-2023-2.pdf
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people. The report highlights that the positive effects of being online have reduced 
for children since 2022 with only three of the 16 wellbeing metrics measured to show 
year-on-year improvement. The report also shows that the negative impact of digital 

technology has only decreased for boys, with girls (particularly those aged between 
nine- and ten-years-old) showing an increase in negative impacts on their social and 
physical wellbeing. Children in families facing challenging financial circumstances, 

and those who have disabilities, mental health issues or SEND, experience more 
negative effects from digital technology across all measured dimensions of their 
wellbeing than those in families without these challenges. 

 
Disability 
 

Findings of the Learning Disability, Autism and Neurodiversity Bill pre-consultation 
exercise 
 
The Scottish Government has published a report summarising the findings of the 
Learning Disability, Autism and Neurodiversity Bill pre-consultation exercise. This 
report is a factual analysis of comments made during scoping events to broad 
questions and wider discussion. Analysis suggests that there is a mix of support for 
and scepticism towards the creation of a Learning Disability, Autism and 
Neurodiversity Commissioner, general consensus that any potential Bill should cover 
people without a formal diagnosis of any of the conditions that this Bill might cover, 
and that all autistic people, people with learning disabilities, and neurodivergent 
people need protection from discrimination as well as increased inclusion and 
recognition of their inherent value. 
 
Review of literature on transition of disabled young people to adulthood 
 

The Scottish Government has published a literature review of existing Scottish, UK 
and international evidence on the experiences faced by disabled young people 
during their transition to adulthood. The review outlines common challenges faced by 
individuals and their families, characteristics of positive transitions, and the particular 
challenges of institutional transitions (i.e. from child to adult health and social care 
services). 
 
Early Learning and Childcare 
 
New resource launched to support early years settings respond to critical incidents 
 
New resources to help schools and early years settings respond to critical incidents 
have been launched by the Anna Freud Centre’s UK Trauma Council. The 
free ‘Critical Incidents for Educational Communities’ resources, developed by staff 
working with children and young people in educational settings, contain easy-to-use 
policy templates, staff training and lesson plans guided by five evidence-based 
principles – to ensure young people feel safe, calm, connected, in control and 
hopeful. 
 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/learning-disability-autism-neurodiversity-bill-scoping-analysis-2022/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/learning-disability-autism-neurodiversity-bill-scoping-analysis-2022/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/literature-review-transitions-adulthood-disabled-young-people/
https://uktraumacouncil.org/resources/critical-incidents
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Education 
 
Charity promotes inclusive school settings  
 
Children in Scotland has published an article on how to adjust school environments 
to promote inclusivity for all learners. The article highlights what an ideal learning 
environment may look like which has been developed through a serious of online 
and in-person meetings. Things that came from the sessions were a more relaxed 
school environment as well as access to technology. Awareness and availability of 
supportive technology in classrooms are crucial for inclusion. Classroom setup was 
also mentioned with the Inclusion Ambassadors highlighting the impact of the 
physical environment of the classroom and a desire for there to be more flexibility in 
how classrooms are laid out. Teachers and support staff were also discussed, as the 
Inclusion Ambassadors felt these people should be approachable, kind, and 
welcoming. Children in Scotland has produced a new visual resource aimed at being 
a helpful reminder for staff about what children and young people want.  
 
Health  
 
UK Government launch campaign to help parents with weaning 
 
The Department of Health and Social Care has launched a campaign to support 
parents to safely introduce babies to solid food. The campaign, which promotes NHS 
advice on weaning, highlights the signs babies are ready for solid food and includes 
information on when to begin introducing them. In addition to the campaign, an 
online weaning hub has been launched to support parents on their weaning journey. 
 
NICE recommends genetic test to prevent newborn babies going deaf (England) 
 
The National Institute for Health and Social Care Excellence (NICE) has 
recommended a genetic test in new draft guidance to establish if a newborn baby is 
vulnerable to deafness if treated with a commonly used antibiotic. If babies develop a 
neonatal bacterial infection doctors and midwives would usually give the antibiotic 
gentamicin. However, the use of gentamicin can carry the risk of hearing loss if the 
baby has a specific genetic variant. An independent NICE committee has 
conditionally recommended the use of the genedrive kit, to test for the variant in 
newborns being cared for in hospital. Currently babies treated with gentamicin who 
go deaf are only discovered to have the genetic variant with DNA testing afterwards, 
with around 1,249 babies born in England and Wales carrying the variant. 
 
Mental Health 
 
Charity publish new data about loneliness in children  
 
NSPCC Scotland has highlighted new data published by Childline which shows 
children are contacting the service an average of 15 times a day as a result of 
loneliness, with 5,564 counselling sessions delivered between April 2021 and March 
2022 on the issue. The data comes as Lidl GB launches a new campaign of three 
videos to reassure children loneliness does not need to be a lasting feeling. 

https://childreninscotland.org.uk/class-act-promoting-inclusive-school-settings/
https://childreninscotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/IA_Learning-environment-poster.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/start4life/weaning/ready-or-not/
https://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/nice-recommends-genetic-test-to-prevent-newborn-babies-going-deaf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2023/Childline-loneliness-campaign-encourages-children-share-feelings/
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Other Health and Social Care 
 
Using technology to support people experiencing care webinar 21 March 
 
The Care Inspectorate are hosting a webinar to launch a good practice guide on 
using technology to support people experiencing care. The webinar will be led by 
Nicky Cronin, senior improvement adviser. Open to all services, the webinar will 
introduce the good practice guide, and participants will hear from three services 
about how they use technology to enhance people’s wellbeing. The SSSC will also 
share the digital skills resources they have for care staff. There will be opportunities 
to ask questions and interact with the speakers throughout the session. The webinar 
will take place on Tuesday 21 March 2023 from 14:00-15:30 via Microsoft Teams 
For more information and to register, please visit The Hub. 
 
Scottish and UK Government agree data sharing on Scottish Child Payment 
 
The Scottish Government has published a service level agreement between the UK 
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and Scottish Ministers for the Scottish 
Child Payment. The agreement sets out the agreements and data sharing required 
to ensure the Scottish Child Payment can be delivered. 
 
 
 Disclaimer 
 
This weekly bulletin is produced as an update on the key issues concerning children 
and young people. 
 
Each item in the bulletin has a hyperlinked headline that will take the reader to 
the original source. 
 
We collate items from our parliamentary and Scottish Government monitoring 
covering health and social care news from throughout the UK, and current research 
and policy development. We use a variety of sources for the bulletin, including 
alerts from Newsdirect, Community Care, Children & Young People Now and ISD 
Scotland. 
 

We aim to be representative rather than comprehensive, so we try to cover only 
the main Scottish stories, along with some stories from the rest of the UK. The 
purpose of the bulletin is to alert readers to items of interest. It should be noted 
that these items are the works of others and are neither authorised nor endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate, with the exception of publications which are identified as 
Care Inspectorate publications. 
 
It should also be noted that the Care Inspectorate has no liability in respect of the 
content of external websites which may be signposted on this site. 

 

https://hub.careinspectorate.com/media/5118/technology-practice-guide.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMjguNzIzOTIyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2h1Yi5jYXJlaW5zcGVjdG9yYXRlLmNvbS9ldmVudHMvdXNpbmctdGVjaG5vbG9neS10by1zdXBwb3J0LXBlb3BsZS1leHBlcmllbmNpbmctY2FyZS13ZWJpbmFyLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.eN5jt13S2m9N-1ZhP9VHMLgWnHwEWNzFOo0Y0QiZ3X8%2Fs%2F2163709847%2Fbr%2F155222826346-l&data=05%7C01%7CKirsten.Walker%40careinspectorate.gov.scot%7C4d85fee0bd554cd44a5408db1985d471%7Cdb475863b0d947e2b73f89c00d851e74%7C0%7C0%7C638131834921022544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NU8BnakR%2Fh2FRSV6Q34DIqdzzerKXRi1AV2dF2Qa0Ss%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-child-payment-service-level-agreement-between-secretary-state-work-pensions-scottish-ministers/pages/1/
https://news.direct/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.media.scot.nhs.uk/

